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EMILY PYREK

La Crosse Tribune  

Blood centers have been expe-
riencing donation shortages for 
the duration of the coronavirus 
pandemic, and an increase in 
trauma cases has only height-
ened the need for donor blood.  

The American Red Cross has 
reported a severe blood short-
age as the number of trauma, 
transplant or surgical patients 
increase, with 2021 seeing a spike 
in overdoses, trauma cases and 
emergency room visits.

In comparison to 2019, the 
Red Cross on a national level has 
seen a 10% increase in demand 
from trauma centers, with their 
growth in need over fi ve times 
higher than that of other facil-
ities which supply blood trans-
fusions. 

Regionally, an alarming num-
ber of motorcycle and vehicle 
accidents have occurred this 
spring, with a number of vic-
tims requiring critical care. Last 
year in Wisconsin, there were 
approximately 2,095 motorcycle 
crashes, with 1,788 injured and 
112 killed.

In 2020, La Crosse County 
confi rmed 40 overdose deaths 
and another 13 have been re-
corded so far this year. Many 
more individuals have needed 
hospital attention to survive an 

OLIVIA HERKEN

La Crosse Tribune 

 Members of the armed forces 
will be able to attend Country 
Boom music festival next month 
for free thanks to a local dona-
tion.

The Weber Group, a fami-
ly-run local hospitality, health 
care and development group, 
will foot the bill for all active 
military members, veterans and 
their immediate family mem-
bers for the West Salem coun-
try music event, the groups an-
nounced Wednesday.

“Our U.S. Armed Forces en-
sure the safety and wellbeing of 
our country. Honoring our he-
roes for their commitment and 
service is part of our everyday 
mission,” said CEO Libby Weber 
in a statement. 

“Our contribution towards 
veterans’ admission is a mea-
ger token of our appreciation 
and gratitude for their noble 
service,” Weber said. “We hope 
they can celebrate and en-
joy their family and friends at 

Country Boom.”
All members of the U.S. mil-

itary, active or former, and im-
mediate family members will 
be able to receive free general 
admission tickets.

Three-day passes for the 
festival currently start at $85, 
with day passes ranging from 
$25-$50.

“It’s really overwhelming in 
a number of ways to partner 
with the Weber Group on this,” 
said Jon Holthaus with Country 
Boom. “For them to believe in us 
that we will deliver a high level 
event to our armed forces is ex-
tremely humbling and an honor 
to say the least.”

Country Boom music festival 
will take place July 8-10 at Ma-
ple Grove Venues in West Salem. 
It was fi rst founded in 2018, 
and historically has brought in 
around 20,000 fans. 

This year the music event 
is bringing in headliners Jake 
Owen, Chris Lane, Diamond Rio 
and more for its fi rst year back 
after the pandemic. More mu-

sical acts are to be announced 
leading up to the event.

Military tickets can be se-
cured at CountryBoom.com, 
where members will need to 
verify their military history, or 
picked up at Fort McCoy, the 
Target Bluff  German Haus at 

Camp Douglas, or at Morries/
Brenengen Auto at the West 
Salem, Onalaska, La Crosse, 
Sparta or Tomah locations.

Other tickets as well as park-
ing passes, camping and shuttle 
services and more can be found 
at CountryBoom.com. 

Weber Group footing bill for 
military tickets to Country Boom

Blood 

donors 

needed 

SCOTT BAUER

Associated Press 

MADISON — The superinten-
dents of Wisconsin’s fi ve largest 
school districts told members of 
the Legislature on Tuesday that 
they’re “dismayed” that $2.3 bil-
lion in federal aid is at risk because 
of low funding for K-12 schools.

Superintendents of the Mil-
waukee, Madison, Racine, Keno-
sha and Green Bay school districts 

urged lawmakers in a letter to set 
aside partisan diff erences and 
to do what is best for the state’s 
schools.

The state budget being writ-
ten by the Legislature’s Repub-
lican-controlled Joint Finance 
Committee does not include 
enough funding for K-12 schools 
to ensure that Wisconsin would be 
able to keep $2.3 billion in federal 
coronavirus relief money. Re-
publican leaders have repeatedly 
said they will ensure the fund-
ing wouldn’t be lost. The budget 
committee plans to complete its 
work this week.

As it stands, the new budget 
would include $128 million more 
in state funding for K-12 schools 

than the current 
one, which is 
about one-tenth 
of what Demo-
cratic Gov. Tony 
Evers requested. 
Evers and Dem-
ocrats have urged 
lawmakers to 
spend more on 
K-12 schools, especially in light 
of rosier projections showing the 
state will collect $4.4 billion more 
in taxes than originally expected.

“We are dismayed that the leg-
islature’s Joint Finance Commit-
tee voted to place ESSER dollars at 
risk,” the superintendents wrote, 
referring to the name of the fed-
eral aid bill.

The committee’s decision to 
date “has led school districts to 
halt their planning eff orts, as 
they do not know whether the 
expected federal resources will 
be forthcoming,” the superinten-
dents wrote. “This is regrettable 
and will adversely aff ect Wiscon-
sin students.”

The committee’s co-chairs, 

along with Republican legislative 
leaders, did not immediately reply 
to messages seeking their reac-
tions to the letter.

Evers responded to the letter 
with a message on Twitter.

“What’s best for our kids is 
what’s best for our state, which 
is why investing in education is a 
no-brainer,” he tweeted. “Repub-
licans gutted my #BadgerBounce-
back investments in our kids and 
are jeopardizing $2.3 billion in 
federal funds. Enough politics. 
Do what’s best for our kids.”

The superintendents said the 
federal money would provide 
a “unique opportunity to work 

Largest districts ‘dismayed’ 

JOSH DELAROSA, WINONA DAILY NEWS  

STEAMBOAT DAYS TO SIZZLE
A staple to many county fairs, the Sizzler was one of the fi rst rides laid down Tuesday during the Steamboat Days set-up. Winona’s annual festival 
begins Wednesday and runs through Sunday. For more information, go to www.winonasteamboatdays.com.

PETER THOMSON, LA CROSSE TRIBUNE 

Riley Green, seen projected on a jumbo screen, performs a Friday set at the 
2018 Country Boom music festival at Maple Grove Venues in West Salem.

School superintendents 

say $2.3B in fed aid at 

risk due to lack of state 

funding for K-12

Evers

“What’s best for our 

kids is what’s best for 

our state, which is why 

investing in education 

is a no-brainer.”

Gov. Tony Evers tweet

Centers experiencing 

severe supply 

shortages and trauma 

case increases

“Since the best blood 

match for a patient 

receiving ongoing 

transfusions comes 

from donors of 

the same genetic 

background, 

the Red Cross 

encourages people 

of all ethnicities to 

give blood and help 

increase the number 

of diverse donors 

so we can find the 

best match for all 

patients.”
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