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JOURDAN VIAN

La Crosse Tribune 

 A La Crosse man turned him-
self in Sunday after vandalizing 
the Dahl Family YMCA in La 
Crosse Friday morning.

Peyton D. Nett, 19, admitted 
that it was him in the video, but 
said he doesn’t remember going 
to the YMCA because he was 
intoxicated, according to the La 
Crosse Police Department.

Nett drank four to five rum and 
Cokes on Thursday night before 
going to the Twisted Moose with 
friends and drinking more, ac-
cording to the police report. He 
blacked out and doesn’t remem-
ber anything after that, he said; 
however, surveillance cameras 
show him walking around down-
town.

Surveillance video at the 
YMCA shows Nett at about 
4:20 a.m. Friday walking 
through the lobby and tearing the 
computer monitors off the desk, 
then throwing each one. There 
was paint all over the floor, walls, 
desks, TV screens and computer 
monitors in the Primetime Cen-
ter — an area for older children to 
do crafts and play games — and 
damage to furniture. Police also 
noted a clear footprint in the 
paint on the floor.

The next morning, Nett, a stu-
dent at UW-La Crosse, went to 
Fond du Lac to visit his family. 
Friday evening, a friend sent him 
a link to a news story about the 
break-in after recognizing Nett, 
according to the report.

At about 7:45 p.m. Friday, 
Nett’s mother called the La 
Crosse Police Department and 
told them the vandal was her 
son, and then handed the phone 
to Nett, who arranged to turn 
himself in when he was back in 
town Sunday.

Nett went to the La Crosse 
Police Department at 5:20 p.m. 
Sunday and told authorities 

ELIZABETH BEYER

La Crosse Tribune

 Members of Ojibwe and Ho-
Chunk, among others from the La 
Crosse area, celebrated and shared 
their heritage Monday with attend-
ees of the first Indigenous Peoples 
Day Celebration in La Crosse.

“Indigenous Peoples day began 
in commemoration of 500 years of 
survival and renewal of indigenous 
nations in the face of genocide, 
colonization, political, religious 
and cultural oppression,” La Crosse 
Mayor Tim Kabat said, reading from 
his proclamation. “The city of La 
Crosse and the School District of 
La Crosse recognize that the indig-
enous peoples of this hemisphere 
lived in these lands, and will rec-
ognize the fact that La Crosse was 
built upon holy lands of indigenous 
peoples of this region.”

During his speech, Kabat said the 
Ho-Chunk were subject to seven 
removals from the area, starting in 
1829, and were forced to hide before 
returning to the homeland.

The city and school district chose 
to honor the city’s indigenous roots 
and history instead of Italian ex-
plorer Christopher Columbus, a 
man whose life included violence 
and enslavement of indigenous 
people.

Last year, it was announced that 
city would recognize the second 
Monday of October each year as 
Indigenous Peoples Day.

Tables were set up in the Myrick 
Park Center for people to share 
and sell items they made. Indig-
enous food samplings, hide-tan-
ning demonstrations, music, and 

La Crosse celebrates city’s 
first Indigenous Peoples Day
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A group gathers for the moccasin game, a gambling game once played by many Native American tribes, at Myrick Park during Monday’s 
Indigenous Peoples Day celebration.

YMCA 
vandal 
turns self 
in to cops

KYLE FARRIS

La Crosse Tribune 

 The School District of La Crosse 
has 211 fewer students than it did 
last year, the district’s steepest 
enrollment drop in recent history.

According to the district’s head-
count, which is done annually on 
the third Friday of September, en-
rollment fell from 6,628 to 6,417 
— a continuation of a yearslong 
downward trend.

And, for the first time in many 
years, the district lost more stu-

dents than it gained through open 
enrollment, officials said.

“We’ve been a declining enroll-
ment district for quite some time, 
but last year, we graduated a very 
large senior class. We lost about 
100 students just from that,” said 
Patty Sprang, executive director 
of business services for the dis-
trict. “We’re just not getting large 
enough classes coming into the 
lower grades to keep our numbers 

high, and that has a lot to do with 
the aging population and the low 
birth rate.”

While falling enrollment is 
nothing new to La Crosse, losing 
students through open enrollment 
is.

La Crosse lost 19 more students 
than it gained this year, though not 
because other districts snatched 
them up.

“A majority are turning to virtual 

(education), so they’re not even 
going to another brick-and-mor-
tar school,” Sprang said.

These numbers could add up to 
one big problem for the La Crosse 
school district, because the state 
uses enrollment to determine how 
much funding districts should re-
ceive. The current formula takes 
districts’ average enrollment over 
the previous three years.

Fewer students means fewer 
dollars, and an increasing like-
lihood of budget cuts or school 
closures.

“Because we’re such a large dis-
trict with so many schools, we have 
to look at where we can reduce 
staffing while still keeping our class 
sizes small,” Sprang said. “This is 

a severe decline, 
and if it contin-
ues, we’ll have to 
look at buildings 
and spaces that 
students aren’t 
using, too.”

The School Dis-
trict of Onalaska, 
meanwhile, re-

covered from a sizeable enrollment 
drop of its own in 2018. After losing 
51 students last year, the district re-
gained 42 students this year, for a 
total enrollment of 3,170.

Before last year, the district had 
been on a steady climb since at least 
2011, when enrollment was 2,986.

Severe enrollment decline

New major at UW-L
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La Crosse, Ona 
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Badgers football
Cephus adds dimension to UW offense.   SPORTS, PAGE B1

La Crosse school 

district has 211 fewer 

students than last year
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Levi Blackdeer of Onalaska, a Vietnam War veteran and member 
of the Ho-Chunk Nation, wears a traditional headdress as he 
presents the colors with an honor guard Monday during the 
opening ceremony for La Crosse’s first Indigenous Peoples Day 
celebration at Myrick Park.Please see INDIGENOUS, Page A7 Please see YMCA, Page A2

“We’re just not getting large enough classes 

coming into the lower grades to keep our 

numbers high, and that has a lot to do with the 

aging population and the low birth rate.” 

Patty Sprang, executive director of business services for the district. 

Please see ENROLLMENT, Page A3

Hey Hey It’s His Birthday!
And Anniversary

WE’RE CELEBRATINGWITH SPECIAL DISCOUNTS ON:
WINDOWS | DOORS | BATH REMODELS | SIDING | SUNROOMS

Seventy five years

on the planet and blessed

to be healthy and happy! Thirty years

at The Board Store and blessed to

work with a fantastic team and serve

home-owners who shop local

~ Miles

524 Copeland Ave. | La Crosse, WI 54603 | CALL TODAY! 608-782-8877
Licensed in WI: #1612 and MN #BC039847


