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EMILY PYREK AND ERIC LEE 

La Crosse Tribune  

La Crosse County had a wel-
come drop in new COVID-19 
cases Saturday, with 100 new 
lab-confirmed positives.

While still in the triple digits, 
the number is well below Friday’s 
record-breaking local total of 254 
new positives. 

The 100 new cases, as reported 
by the Wisconsin Department of 
Health Services, show a 45.66% 
positivity rate Saturday.

This is the fourth day in a row 
the county has reported at least 
100 new cases. During the past 
seven days, the county has aver-
aged 121.43 new cases per day, a 
figure that was 44.71 a week ago.

Total confirmed cases are up to 
2,475, which grows to 2,618 when 
including probable cases.

Saturday was the third day in a 
row with a positivity rate higher 
than 40%, and the seven- and 
14-day rates have increased as 
a result. 

The seven-day rate increased 
to 41.85%, up from 19.96% a 

JOSH DELAROSA

Winona Daily News  

Amtrak will cut down on 
daily long-distance trains and 
transition to a tri-weekly for-
mat through southeast Minne-

sota and western Wisconsin by 
mid-October, despite the fact 
the daily trains are the compa-
ny’s current crutch for revenue.

Since March and the onset of 
the COVID-19 pandemic that 
resulted in numerous businesses 
suffering greatly, Amtrak’s rider-
ship has fallen by 95%, according 
to All Aboard Minnesota and All 
Aboard Wisconsin. 

Due to this drop in ridership, 

the company’s projected revenue 
for 2021 has gone down by 50%.

To remedy this, Amtrak is not 
only cutting the number of days 
it runs long-distance trains, but 
also cutting its workforce by 
20%, which it estimates will save 
$213 million in costs and $500 
million in cost savings.

In a recent congressional hear-
ing, Amtrak said that in order to 
maintain its system as it is now 

— with long-distance trains and 
little to no layoffs — it would 
need $4.9 billion in additional 
revenue. 

Amtrak CEO William Flynn 
even said that if Congress were to 
provide additional funding and 
instructed it to maintain its sys-
tem as it is now, it would rescind 
the furloughs and service cuts.

Amtrak cutting service, 
citing drop in ridership 

NAM Y. HUH, ASSOCIATED PRESS 

A Metra train arrives as a woman walks on Metra platform at the Glenview Amtrak/Metra Station, May 13 in Glenview, Ill.

County 
COVID-19 
cases up  
by 100

OLIVIA HERKEN

La Crosse Tribune 

A large dairy farm in La Farge, 
Wisconsin, has plans to expand 
operations, causing concern for its 
neighbors who have been down-
stream from two manure spills 
from the farm in the last three 
years.

Wild Rose Dairy, located on 

Buckeye Ridge just outside the ru-
ral southwestern Wisconsin town, 
has applied for a permit with the 
Wisconsin Department of Natu-
ral Resources to add nearly 1,000 
animals to its farm and triple its 
waste- storage facility, making it 
capable of holding about 30 mil-
lion gallons of waste.

In 2017 and 2019, Wild Rose 
Dairy experienced leaks that 
caused manure to spill into a 
nearby creek, causing about 2,000 
fish to die and impact the greater 
ecosystem.

Both spills were caused by a leak 

in a manure-transfer hose oper-
ated by an independent contractor 
from the farm, and was running 
manure from the farm on the hill-
top to fields in the valley, passing 
the water source on its way.

The Wisconsin Department of 
Justice is still investigating the 

two leaks, though the farm said 
its contractor has since remedied 
any possibility of another leak by 
removing the hoses from any sur-
face bodies of water.

But a separate issue is causing 
the farm to expand its operations, 
which neighbors are concerned 

will compromise the prevention 
of further environmental and so-
cial impacts.

Between a rock  

and a hard place 

Wild Rose Dairy was first 
started in 1997 as a conglomerate 
of local farmers looking for more 
space for their livestock. It sits 
atop Buckeye Ridge, one of several 
hilltops and ridges that surround 
the Kickapoo River Valley and 

Debating dairy’s future
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After two manure spills, 

neighbors worry about 

operation’s expansion

“We all know how often the La Farge area, the 

Kickapoo River can flood. And that amount of 

manure sitting on top of a narrow ridge, a rocky, 

narrow ridge, is a recipe for disaster.”

Joan Beck, La Farge resident

Company to reduce 

daily long-distance  

to three days a week

Please see DAIRY, Page A2

Please see AMTRAK, Page A3

COVID-19 IN THE 
COULEE REGION

 � INSIDE: Should you be 
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2,238 new positives in 

Wisconsin on Saturday

Please see COVID-19, Page A7

Our favorite part of any remodel is

the look on the homeowner’s face

when they see the transformation!

Let us put a smile on your face....call today!
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We are unique in that we only serve
the best interest of our members,

even at our own expense.
- Bruce “The Money Man” Zmolek, President of Firefighters Credit Union

MOO-VE YOUR LOAN!
Visit us today, and see how much we can
save you on when you refinance with
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...and you'll find it refreshing.


