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Don’t let the outside fool you. 
Wittich Hall at the University of 
Wisconsin-La Crosse is sched-
uled to open soon after a $25 
million renovation with modern 
design and a nod to the past.

You’ll fi nd the gymnasium 
fl oor in upper levels of the 
building, honoring the original 
physical education building that 
opened in 1916.

You’ll see tile from the old pool 
on a few offi  ce walls.

But you’ll also fi nd modern 
touches for the new home of the 
College of Business Administra-
tion, which is celebrating its 50th 
anniversary, and Small Develop-
ment Center, which are relocat-
ing from Wimberly Hall.

UW-L Professor Emeritus AB 
Culver, a 1967 UW-L master’s 

degree graduate who completed 
her thesis on Walter Wittich, for 
whom the building was named, 
believes he would approve of the 
renovation.

“(Wittich) would be very 
happy to see the results of the 
restoration of the skylights in 
the roof, walking track and other 

historic aspects of the building,” 
Culver says. “He would be hon-
ored to see how much care and 
eff ort has been going into keeping 
Wittich Hall visible and relevant 
in the future of UW-La Crosse.”

A wall to honor Wittich is be-
ing developed as a fi nal touch to 
the building.

SCOTT BAUER

Associated Press 

MADISON — Wisconsin Gov. 
Tony Evers on Thursday issued 
a statewide mask mandate amid 
a spike in coronavirus cases, set-
ting up a confl ict with Republi-
can legislative leaders and some 
conservatives who oppose such 

a requirement and successfully 
sued to kill the governor’s “safer 
at home” order.

Evers, a Democrat, declared a 
new public health emergency and 
ordered the wearing of masks for 
anyone age 5 and up starting on 
Saturday for all enclosed spaces 
except a person’s home. The new 
order also applies to outdoor bars 
and restaurants, except when 
people are eating or drinking.

Anyone who violates the order 
would be subject to a $200 fi ne. It 
is scheduled to run until Sept. 28.

“This virus doesn’t care about 
any town, city, or county bound-
ary, and we need a statewide ap-
proach to get Wisconsin back on 
track,” Evers said in a statement, 
citing the recent rise in cases 
across the state.

The conservative-controlled 
Wisconsin Supreme Court in 
May tossed out an order from 
Evers’ health secretary closing 
most nonessential businesses in 
an attempt to slow the spread of 
the virus.

Republican Assembly Speaker 

Robin Vos said he opposes a state-
wide mandate, but he indicated 
that he wouldn’t sue to stop it like 
he did the “safer at home” order.

“There are certainly constitu-
tional questions here,” Vos said. 
“I would expect legal challenges 
from citizen groups.”

Rick Esenberg, president of the 
conservative Wisconsin Institute 
for Law and Liberty, which has 
sued Evers several times, said the 
governor “lacks the legal author-
ity” to issue the order. Esenberg 
stopped short of promising a 

lawsuit, saying he was review-
ing it.

Republican state Sen. Steve 
Nass, one of the Legislature’s 
most conservative members, 
called for lawmakers to meet in 
an emergency session to kill the 
order, which he called “illegal 
and unnecessary.” Evers said 
he would welcome the Legis-
lature meeting to address the 
pandemic, which it hasn’t done 
since mid-April. But he said it 

Mask up, Wisconsin 
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Contractors work Wednesday in the renovated interior of Wittich Hall on the University of Wisconsin-La 
Crosse campus. The space formerly housed the gymnasium of the building that dates back to 1916. A $25 
million overhaul of the building, which will soon be home to the College of Business Administration, is nearly 
complete. To see more from the project, visit lacrossetribune.com.

Wittich Hall sports new 
look with nod to its history

EMILY PYREK

La Crosse Tribune  

 La Crosse County COVID-19 
cases climbed by 14 Thurs-
day, bringing the total to 780 
lab-confi rmed positives.

The newest cases are at-
tributed to one teen, eight indi-
viduals in their 20s, two in their 
30s, one in their 50s and two in 
their 70s.

Of all the cases, 663 are con-
sidered recovered and six pa-
tients are currently being hos-
pitalized. There has been one 
death related to the virus. An 
additional 169 tests came back 
negative Thursday, for a running 
total of 16,457.

In Wisconsin, cases increased 
by 1,059, bringing the count to 
52,108. Hospitalizations from 
the coronavirus rose by 51 for a 
running total of 4,590 and eight 
more deaths were reported for 

919 total fatalities. Negative test 
results total 867,602, up 16,211 
from yesterday.

While July 21 marked the 
state’s largest 
daily case in-
crease at 1,117 
positives, Thurs-
day brought the 
second highest 
24-hour total.

With cases on 
the rise, Gun-
dersen Health 
System and Mayo 
Clinic Health 
System off ered 
praise for Gov. 
Ever’s issuance of 
a statewide mask 
mandate, set to 
begin Saturday.

The La Crosse 
County Health 
Department de-

clined to comment on the deci-
sion Thursday, with a represen-
tative telling the Tribune there 
are no plans to issue a statement 

County’s COVID-19 
cases up by 14

SCOTT BAUER

Associated Press 

MADISON — Wisconsin’s 
Republican legislative leaders 
and the state’s longest-serving 
Republican in Congress broke 
with President Donald Trump 
on Thursday when he fl oated 
the idea of delaying the Nov. 3 
presidential election.

Republican U.S. Rep. Jim 
Sensenbrenner, state Assembly 
Speaker Robin Vos, Assembly 
Majority Leader Jim Steineke 
and Senate Majority Leader Scott 
Fitzgerald all said separately that 
they opposed delaying the elec-
tion, a date that is enshrined in 
federal law and would require 
an act of Congress to change, 

including agreement from the 
Democratic-controlled House 
of Representatives.

“The election should not be 
delayed,” Sensenbrenner said in 
a statement. “The 20th amend-
ment sets the terms of the elec-
tion and is clear. The terms of 
the President and Vice President 
shall end at noon on the 20th day 
of January.”

Steineke was direct in his 
tweet in reaction to Trump: 
“Hard NO.”

Vos referenced Wisconsin Re-
publicans’ opposition to the call 
from Democrats earlier this year 
to delay the April presidential 

Republicans break with 
Trump on election delay

Gov. Evers orders 

masks while in public 

statewide starting Sat. 
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open after $25 

million renovation
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New rain gardens occupy the space directly south of Wittich Hall where 
an extensive renovation is nearly complete.
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