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La Crosse Tribune  

La Crosse County confi rmed 
COVID-19 cases rose signifi -
cantly Friday, with 22 new pa-
tients, two thirds of whom are 
in their 20s. 

The new cases are attributed 
to two individuals ages 15-19, 15 
people in their 20s, one in the 50s 
and four in their 60s. 

The total cases for La Crosse 
County have reached 567, with 
375 considered recovered. Four 
people are currently being hospi-
talized due to the virus, and there 
have been no related deaths. 
Countywide, there have been 
13,273 negative tests. 

The state of Wisconsin set a 
record Friday for new cases re-
ported in a single day, with 845 
new positives confi rmed. State-
wide, positive cases total 34,753, 
with a running total of 3,766 
hospitalizations and 814 deaths. 
There have been 635,411 negative 
tests.

The La Crosse County Health 
Department urges community 
members to wear fabric face 
masks when in public, practice 
physical distancing and to stay 
home as much as possible. Those 
with any potential symptoms 
of COVID-19, including fever, 
chills, runny nose, congestion, 

22 more 
new cases 
in county
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The ceremony looked a little 
diff erent this year, but the spirit 
of giving was as evident as ever 
during the 2020 Women’s Fund 

of Greater La Crosse grant cer-
emony. 

Rather than a dinner, speak-
ers and congratulatory hugs, the 
celebration went social-dis-
tancing style, with a downtown 
drive-thru recognition of the two 
dozen organizations receiving a 
total of $71,000 in funding.

Grants in amounts ranging 
from $1,000 to $8,000 were 
awarded to local projects and en-
tities that support the health, self 
suffi  ciency, opportunities and 

philanthropy of female youth 
and adults. 

“We know the economic strain 
of the COVID-19 pandemic is 
hitting women hardest, and 
these programs will be even 
more crucial in the months and 
year ahead as women and fam-
ilies work to sustain self-suffi  -
ciency in our community,” says 
Womens Fund executive director 
Kaycie Green. 

Since its inception, the Wom-
en’s Fund has given almost 

$700,000 in grants, beginning 
with $2,000 distributed in 1999.

This year, Green says, the 
organization was able to in-
crease the total grant funding 
by $20,000, “thanks in part to 
a $200,000 investment made 
to our endowment, which funds 
our grant programming in perpe-
tuity, in celebration of our 20th 
anniversary in 2018. It is also 
the result of incredibly generous 

OLIVIA HERKEN

La Crosse Tribune 

 The La Crosse Common Coun-
cil approved its capital improve-
ment project budget for 2021 
Thursday to the tune of $119 mil-
lion, its largest price tag in recent 
years, after weeks of back-and-
forth and public pushback.

After several last-minute 
amendments and calls from the 
public to reduce spending, spe-

cifi cally for a public safety center 
that would partially house the 
city’s police department, the fi nal 
number for projects next year is 
$119,191,482 — dwarfi ng the $44.5 
million the council approved for 
2020. 

Calls to pump the brakes on a 
$36 million public safety center 
were not answered, and the ap-
proval to spend an initial $1 mil-
lion to begin acquiring land near 
current Fire Station No. 1 just 
south of downtown for the project 
was approved with the budget on 
Thursday after two amendments 
to cut the spending were voted 
down.

Several changes 
were made 
through amend-
ments submitted 
by council mem-
ber Jessica Olson, 
largely to benefi t 
parks and librar-
ies.

More funding 
to fi x fl oors and shelving at the 
Main Street La Crosse Public Li-
brary was approved through her 
amendments, as was moving up 
construction of a new shelter for 
Weigent Park that was originally 
on hold until 2022.

Council members were recep-

tive to funneling 
more dollars into 
parks and librar-
ies, two depart-
ments that re-
ceived the brunt 
of city budget 
cuts in May.

“Loud and 
clear we heard 

people saying that the libraries 
are a priority. They are not obso-
lete, they are part of our lives, and 
the fabric of our neighborhoods,” 
Olson said.

“We don’t know how long this 
COVID’s going to go on,” said 
council member Gary Padesky. 

“We don’t know around next 
spring what’s going to be going on, 
and this would open up people to 
be outdoors, have social distanc-
ing, enjoy life.” 

Other park and library eff orts 
were unmet,  with updates to the 
Myrick Park playground, Riv-
erside Park bathrooms and the 
South Side library all tabled for 
future years.

The decision came down to 
balancing those updates to ones 
made to the  City Hall lobby and 
council chambers, where offi  cials 
gather for public meetings.

$119M in projects approved 
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Amy Every, board president of The Women’s Fund of La Crosse, hands out grant checks totaling $71,000 downtown Friday during a drive-thru 
ceremony. There were 24 recipients at the event.

COVID-19 IN THE 
COULEE REGION

15 of Friday’s new 

cases reported in 

people in their 20s
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The Crawford County Sher-
iff  Department has located the 
Prairie du Chien man who fl ed 
Friday morning after the death 
of a toddler. 

Chase M. Harville, 29, fl ed 
the scene of the investigation 
into the death of a 3-year-old 
boy on foot on Cty. Hwy. N early 
Friday, and was located in woods 
nearby about 2 p.m. The Sheriff ’s 
Department earlier had asked 

the public’s help 
in reporting in-
formation on 
Harville’s where-
abouts.

Harville taken 
into custody by 
authorities and 
is being held in 
Crawford County 

Jail on a charge of fi rst-degree 
reckless homicide pending a 
bond hearing.   

According to Wisconsin Cir-
cuit Court Access fi les, Harville 
was found guilty of felony child 
abuse in 2015, and has had prior 
felonies for burglary.

SCOTT BAUER 

Associated Press 

MADISON — The conserva-
tive-controlled 
Wisconsin Su-
preme Court 
on Friday over-
turned three of 
four partial bud-
get vetoes issued 
by Democratic 
Gov. Tony Evers, 
bucking 85 years 

of court precedent that upheld 
the governor’s broad veto pow-

ers.
However, the justices also 

upheld one of Evers’ vetoes as 
well as two made by Republican 
Gov. Scott Walker in 2017. The 
court declined to hear a separate 
challenge to those vetoes, saying 
the 2019 lawsuit that came after 
Walker left offi  ce was fi led too 
late.

A majority of justices could 
not agree on a rationale for why 
the three Evers vetoes were un-
constitutional, fi nding generally 
that they created new law that 
the Legislature did not intend. 
The complex, 146-page ruling 
was limited to the four vetoes 
that were challenged and did 
not rein in the ability of future 
governors to make partial vetoes.

“In an important case like 
this, where the people of Wis-
consin need clarity, we instead 
sow confusion,” wrote Justice 
Ann Walsh Bradley, one of two 
liberal justices. “Evidence of the 
lack of clarity is highlighted by 
the very fact that this case has 
generated four separate writings 
with various rationales. And not 
one of them has garnered a ma-
jority vote of this court. Thus, we 
are left with no clear controlling 
rationale or test for the future.”

Two of the vetoes were over-
turned by the fi ve-justice con-
servative majority, with two 
liberal justices dissenting. But 
a third veto that was overturned 
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