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NORTHSIDE ELEMENTARY/
COULEE MONTESSORI
Year built: 2014
Building size: 87,000 sq. ft. 
Student population: 379
Staff population: 70
Avg. operating costs: $114,655
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HAMILTON ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL/SOTA I
Year built: 1961
Building size: 65,000 sq. ft. 
Student population: 270
Staff population: 47
Avg. operating costs: $96,629
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HINTGEN ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL
Year built: 1968
Building size: 60,000 sq. ft. 
Student population: 246
Staff population: 47
Avg. operating costs: $107,743
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NORTH WOODS 
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
Year built: 1992
Building size: 69,000 sq. ft. 
Student population: 294
Staff population: 61
Avg. operating costs: $147,756
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SOUTHERN BLUFFS 
ELEMENTARY
Year built: 1992
Building size: 71,000 sq. ft. 
Student population: 315
Staff population: 46
Avg. operating costs: $109,923
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Year built: 1953
Building size: 60,000 sq. ft. 
Student population: 335
Staff population: 50
Avg. operating costs: $94,746
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SPENCE ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL

Year built: 1957
Building size: 59,000 sq. ft. 
Student population: 309
Staff population: 40
Avg. operating costs: $97,208
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STATE ROAD ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL

Year built: 1979
Building size: 17,000 sq. ft.
Student population: 120
Staff population: 12
Avg. operating costs: $12,411

LA CROSSE POLYTECHNIC 
SCHOOL
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Year built: 1924
Building size: 97,000 sq. ft. 
Student population: 0
Staff population: 0
Avg. operating costs: $130,392

LINCOLN MIDDLE SCHOOL 
(CLOSED)
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Year built: 1939
Building size: 148,000 sq. ft. 
Student population: 391
Staff population: 83
Avg. operating costs: $194,275

LOGAN MIDDLE SCHOOL/
SOTA II
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Year built: 1939
Building size: 140,000 sq. ft. 
Student population: 485
Staff population: 87
Avg. operating costs: $165,359

LONGFELLOW MIDDLE 
SCHOOL
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Year built: 1967
Building size: 288,000 sq. ft. 
Student population: 986
Staff population: 119
Avg. operating costs: $414,577

CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL
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Year built: 1979
Building size: 216,000 sq. ft.
Student population: 752
Staff population: 113
Avg. operating costs: $371,094

LOGAN HIGH SCHOOL
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HOGAN ADMINISTRATIVE 
BUILDING
Year built: 1921
Building size: 53,700 sq. ft. 
Student population: 0
Staff population: 74
Avg. operating costs: $120,786
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EMERSON ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL
Year built: 1939
Building size: 58,000 sq. ft. 
Student population: 311
Staff population: 45
Avg. operating costs: $86,983
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Year built: 1954
Building size: 58,000 sq. ft. 
Student population: 285
Staff population: 49
Avg. operating costs: $113,638

SUMMIT ENVIRONMENTAL 
SCHOOL

9

TOUGH SCHOOL CHOICES AHEAD

SASKIA HATVANY, RIVER VALLEY MEDIA GROUP‌

“I love it, I don’t know that I would keep teaching if I wasn’t 
here,” said Kate Hooper, a kindergarten teacher who has 
taught at North Woods International School for 17 years.

Four elementaries top committee’s list for potential consolidation
CHLOE HILLES
chloe.hilles@lee.net‌

A community advisory 
committee tasked with 
forging a preliminary facil-
ities plan for the La Crosse 
School District is honing in 
on a proposal to consolidate 
elementary schools.

Any recommendation 
from the group would re-
quire approval from the La 
Crosse Board of Education.

Four elementary schools 
and a couple different clo-
sure pairings have risen to 
the forefront as top con-
tenders among the com-
mittee. 

School closure and con-
solidation is necessary for 
financial and institutional 
efficiencies, according to 
the La Crosse School Dis-
trict. The district has ex-

perienced ongoing declin-
ing enrollment, significant 
financial challenges and 
excess space in district 
buildings, while needing to 
balanced classrooms sizes, 
increase staff collaboration 
and provide greater stu-
dent-teacher access.

School consolidation is a 
statewide trend for districts 
with enrollment difficulties, 
particularly affecting school 
districts in cities. 

In La Crosse, enrollment 
in the school district has 
declined by almost 1,800 
students since 2003, due to 
declining birth rates and the 
growth of rural populations. 

School evaluation
A Facility Advisory Com-

mittee is tasked with evalu-

ating the La Crosse district’s 
existing buildings based on 
operating costs, capacity 
and future needs as well as 

enrollment trends and the 
future of the district. The 
group has been tasked to 
create and evaluate different 

consolidation options. 
The committee is facili-

tated by Joe Schroeder, as-
sociate executive director of 
the Association of Wiscon-
sin School Administrators. 
Schroeder declined to speak 
about the committee’s work 
and referred all questions to 
the superintendent. 

At its most recent meet-
ing Aug. 14, the committee 
showed preference for clos-
ing two elementary schools 
over one, in order to main-
tain north and south school 
pathways, said Aaron Engel, 
superintendent of La Crosse 
School District. 

“With the consolidation 
of our middle schools from 
three to two, we created a 
pretty strong north pathway 
and south pathway,” Engel 
said. “It would make sense 

for our elementary schools 
to be feeder schools in the 
same way and so I think that 
has been compelling to this 
group to consider maintain-
ing that general pathway so 
that kids and families are 
together as they go through 
their schooling.” 

The facilities committee 
is using top priorities from 
a community survey as pa-
rameters when evaluating 
consolidation options. 

From the survey, staff, 
parents and teachers 
aligned on the same top 
priorities for school recon-
figuration: appropriately 
sized classrooms, safe and 
secure schools, comparable 
opportunities at all schools 
and neighborhood accessi-
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