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A Trigg County grand jury has 
returned an indictment against 
outgoing Trigg County Sherif f 
Jason Barnes, charging him with 
one count of tampering with a 
witness and a second count of 
unlawful transaction with a 
minor third degree.

The indictment was entered 

on Friday in Trigg County Cir-
cuit Court. An arraignment is set 
for 1 p.m. Sept. 9. Barnes’ bail 
was set at $2,500 cash.

The indic tment  charges 
Barnes with knowingly making 
a false statement or practicing 
any fraud or deceit with intent 
to af fect witness testimony, 
Barnes having known a person 
might be called as a witness in 

an official proceeding.
The indictment states that this 

offense took place on May 14 in 
Trigg County.

Additionally, the second count 
of the indictment states that, on 
Feb. 28 in the county, Barnes 
committed the offense of unlaw-
ful transaction with a minor third 
degree when he “knowingly 
gave or procured any alcohol 
or malt beverage in any form 
to or for a minor” while acting 
in a capacity other than a retail 
licensee.

The first count of tampering 
with a witness is a Class D fel-
ony, while the second count 
of unlawful transaction with a 
minor is a Class A misdemeanor.

The indictment was present-
ed on Friday by the foreperson 
of the grand jury to the circuit 
cour t in the presence of the 
grand jury. It was received from 
the court by Trigg County Cir-
cuit Court Clerk Pam Perry and 
filed in open court on Friday.

The indictment is a true bill, 
meaning there’s enough evi-

dence for the case to be heard. 
It follows an investigation of the 
Trigg County sheriff’s office for 
criminal misconduct by the Ken-
tucky State Police and Federal 
Bureau of Investigations.

Barnes tendered his resigna-
tion to Trigg County Judge-Ex-
ecutive Hollis Alexander earlier 
this month. He was elected sher-
iff in 2018.

Reach Tonya S. Grace at 270-887-
3240 or tgrace@kentuckynewera.
com.

Outgoing sheriff indicted by Trigg grand jury
Arraignment set for Sept. 9
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A swearing-in ceremony for 
the county’s new sheriff is sched-
uled for next week, Trigg County 
Judge-Executive Hollis Alexan-
der said on Aug. 21 during a spe-
cial-called meeting of the Trigg 
County Fiscal Court.

Alexander said the ceremony 
will take place on Monday, and it 
is currently slated for 5 p.m. on 
the third floor of the Trigg County 
Justice Center.

Alexander  announced h is 
appointment of Aaron Acree, who 
began his law enforcement career 
with the Cadiz Police Department 
in 2010, on Aug. 18, and Acree’s 
new position is effective beginning 
Sept. 1.

Acree began his law enforce-
ment career in 2010 with the Cadiz 
Police Department. He is a 2011 
graduate of the Eastern Kentucky 
University Department of Criminal 
Justice Training.

Acree then began his ser vice 
with the Kentucky State Police 
in 2015, where he also graduated 

Judge 
announces 
ceremony 

for new 
sheriff Acree
Event set for Monday
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Virginia Whar ton’s family 
enjoyed gathering around and 
listening to her stories.

Despite her age, the older 
woman knew ever yone, her 
grandkids and great-grandkids.

In her earlier years, Wharton 
had gone to finishing school; she 
had the kind of walk one learns 
in finishing school and the sassy 
attitude to go with it, recalls her 
granddaughter, Latrita Russell.

Russell’s grandmother was in 
her 90s when the news came. 
She’d been going to church and 

was a big influence on the folks 
at her congregation. Then came 
the diagnosis of dementia.

“When everything happened, 
it hurt a lot just seeing her go, 
just seeing her deteriorate like 
she did,” said Russell, a Cadiz 

resident who in recent years 
has remembered her late grand-
mother by taking part with fam-
ily in the Pennyrile Walk to End 
Alzheimer’s fundraiser.

Wharton died in December of 
2017.

Slated for Sept. 26, this year’s 
walk will be a virtual event, with 
people viewing opening ceremo-
nies online and walking in small 
groups in their neighborhoods, a 
park or elsewhere.

It normally takes place in Hop-
kinsville but is open to residents 
of any surrounding counties who 
want to participate, noted Lisa 
Schaefer, the special events man-
ager for the walk.

Schaefer said organizers had 
hoped to have 400 participants 
pre-COVID 19 and have decided 
not to move forward with their 
traditionally large, in-person 

event in the wake of the virus.
So far, 132 participants repre-

senting 36 teams have signed up 
for the 2020 walk.

“We really need more peo-
ple to sign up,” said Schaefer, 
encouraging people to go ahead 
and register at a time right now 
that she says is hot and heavy 
into walk season, that is, in the 
days and weeks before the event 
when people are being asked to 
commit themselves as walkers.

Russell’s family began par-
ticipating in the walk when 
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Jill Clark returned to the Trigg County 
Courthouse Aug. 18 where she had presided 
over the 56th Judicial District Court of Ken-
tucky for 20 years, but the occasion was not 
a matter of law.

Clark unveiled her official portrait to hang 
in the courthouse. The unveiling program 
was led by Circuit Judge C.A. Woodall III 
with closing remarks from Special Cir-
cuit Judge Jamus Redd and District Judge 
Natalie White.

“I was very pleased when Judge Wood-
all asked me if we could do this today on 
the same day as the ratification of the 19th 
Amendment,” Clark told the audience. The 
Constitutional amendment granting women 
the right to vote was ratified Aug. 18, 1920. 
“As I thought about it, I figured out that 
without the 19th Amendment, I wouldn’t be 
here. I wouldn’t have been able to serve as a 
district judge for 20 years.”

Clark noted that the Declaration of Inde-
pendence made the American colonies free 
from the rule of Great Britain in 1776 and 
Black men gained the right to vote nationally 
in 1870, but women were did not get that 
right until 1920, and that Black men and 
women were discouraged from voting in the 
South through Jim Crow laws until the Vot-
ing Rights Act of 1965.

“And so, here I am today — thank you, 
19th Amendment — and women voted and 
helped me to become the district judge for 

Former district judge Clark unveils portrait

Former District Judge Jill Clark (left) and 
daughter Melanie Noffsinger pose next to 

Clark’s portrait that was unveiled Aug. 18 at the 
Trigg County Courthouse. The portrait will 

hang with portraits of other retired judges.

DAVID B. SNOW | Times Leader

Fundraiser for Alzheimer’s research needs participants, support

• 75,000 people ages 65 and 

older with the disease (2020).

• 1,674 deaths from Alzheimer’s 

disease (2018).

• 6th leading cause of death.

• 274,000 caregivers (2019).

• 312,000,000 hours of unpaid 

care.

• $4,089,000,000 total value of 

unpaid care.
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