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Trigg County Fiscal Cour t 
approved the fifth and last pay-
ment for the purchase of the for-
mer Cadiz Drywall building that 
has been the home of the Trigg 
County Sherif f ’s Office for the 
past few years.

That payment was in the 
amount of $66,862.52, according 
to Trigg County-Judge Executive 
Hollis Alexander, who shared 
that information during a meet-
ing of the fiscal court on Mon-
day afternoon.

He noted that the expense was 
one that the court won’t have to 
budget for next year.

The sheriff’s office moved into 
the former drywall business in 
late 2016, leaving its building on 
Jef ferson Street for the much 
bigger 9,000 square-foot drywall 
building on Commerce Street. 
The new building at the time 
of fered space for equipment, 
larger waiting rooms and a com-
munity meeting place.

It also improved parking for 
the sheriff’s office.

The county purchased the 

Commerce Street building for 
$330,000.

Monday ’s  cour t  sess ion 
was a virtual meeting, and the 
judge-executive addressed that 
matter as well toward the end of 
the meeting, noting that he was 
sorry to have a virtual meeting 
and hopes the magistrates of the 
court will be able to meet in per-
son again in another two to four 
weeks.

“I  appreciate  y ’a l l , ”  the 
judge-executive said. “I know 
you have to take time out to do 
the meeting.”

Alexander also noted that 
Trigg County Treasurer Lucy 
O. Kyler received word that the 
county has been approved to 
receive $134,763 in CARES Act 
funds that will mainly be used 
for salaries at the sheriff’s office 
and possibly some face masks.

He said he and Kyler applied 
earlier for $400,000 to $500,000 
in funds from the CARES Act, 
the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and 
Economic Security Act signed 
into law by President Trump ear-
lier this year.

The act is intended to protect 

U.S. citizens from the public 
health and economic impacts of 
COVID-19.

In other business, Trigg Coun-
ty Magistrate Barry Littlejohn 
spoke on behalf of constituents 
in District 2 who wanted to 
know if there is any possibility 
of reducing taxes at the Trigg 
County Hospital and who also 
had asked Littlejohn about the 
hospital’s plans to offer private 
rooms for its patients.

The judge-executive clarified 

Court approves last payment on sheriff’s office
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The No. 1 thing that Trigg 
County Public Schools wants 
its parents to know is that 
the safety of their children 
is the most important thing 
to Trigg administrators and 
staf f, Superintendent Bill 
Thorpe told participants in a 
public forum broadcast early 
last week on Facebook Live.

D u r i n g  t h e  p r o g r a m 
offered to answer questions 
about a return to school in 
the era of COVID-19, Thor-
pe said Trigg educators are 
trying to do the best for the 
children and will continue 
to work with that in mind as 
they prepare for the start of 
the 2020-2021 academic year.

“As always we know that 
we can’t answer every ques-
tion and ever y person’s 
needs,” Thorpe said during 
the public forum on July 28. 
“But we do want every fam-
ily to know that everything 
was considered when we 
made our plans.”

Trigg officials are incorpo-
rating the use of face masks 
and social distancing at 
schools in the district, will 
utilize virus testing proce-
dures like temperature-tak-
ing during the year and have 
plans in place for keeping 
the school buildings and the 
school buses clean and dis-
infected.

Thorpe shared a  l is t 
of things the district has 
already purchased to make 
that possible including 55 
thermometers, 3,000 adult 
size cloth masks, 3,000 adult 

Officials 
explain 

new 
school 

year
Thorpe: Safety of 
children is No. 1
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Tourism in Cadiz and Trigg 
County took a hit in March 
when businesses and destina-
tions shut down with the onset 
of the COVID-19 virus.

But Bill Stevens, executive 
director for the Cadiz-Trigg 
County Tourist Commission, 
noted that “it’s come back very 
strong” in recent weeks.

The only places still having 
dif ficulty are the state parks, 
said Stevens, who noted that 
they are feeling the pinch of the 
current state restrictions that 
are limiting gatherings to no 
more than 10 people.

“They market to a lot of con-
ventions and groups, and when 
you’re restricted to 10 people, 
you can’t do that,” he observed, 
adding that “it  af fects us 
because the people who come 
like to explore (the surrounding 
area), go to Ferrell’s (Restau-
rant) and other places.”

Stevens noted that the Trigg 

community “took a little dip” 
on its transient room tax col-
lections with the arrival of the 
coronavirus in March and the 
shutdown of the Lake Barkley 
State Resort Park.

The park is one of its top con-
tributors for the transient room 
tax.

But Stevens said the camp-
ing business has picked back 
up and is strong at Prizer Point, 
and he said his agency is utiliz-
ing digital advertising to attract 

people to websites; posting 
information about local restau-
rants and hotels to Twitter, 
Facebook, Instagram and others 
is helping get more direct hits 
to gocadiz.com, the local tour-
ism site.

Stevens said he is proud of 
the way that surrounding com-
munities have tried to support 
local businesses to keep them 
viable; he noted that Cadiz and 
Trigg County are also work-
ing together with other com-

munities in the state’s western 
waterlands region to help cre-
ate a positive experience that 
will encourage visitors to come 
back.

Brooke Jung, executive direc-
tor of the Hopkinsville-Christian 
County Convention and Visitors 
Bureau, obser ves that ever y 
city and town, both across the 
state and throughout the U.S., 
“is affected by this.”

Tourism rebounding from virus impact
Director still 

expects taxes to 
exceed numbers 
for last fiscal year
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Hillman Ferry Campground at Land Between the Lakes and other campsites are gaining back more tour-
ism after dropping during the COVID-19 pandemic lockdown.
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T r i g g  C o u n t y  y o u t h 
trekked to downtown Cadiz 
this past month in 
search of Wally Cat, 
a University of Ken-
tucky-affiliated mascot 
who encouraged them 
to eat their fruit and 
vegetables.

They found him 
at Cadiz City Hall, 
at storefronts along 
Main Street and at the 
Cadiz-Trigg County Farmer’s 
Market; he’ll be there again 
this month, sharing his les-
sons in healthy eating.

“This is just something for 
them and their parents to do 
together,” observed Relissa 
Torian of the youth program.

Torian is the nutrition edu-
cation program/SNAP educa-
tion assistant for Trigg Coun-
ty Cooperative Extension 

Service, and for the 
past few weeks she’s 
been encouraging the 
youth to try the pro-
duce featured at her 
table in the farmer’s 
market — the sweet 
corn and cabbage, 
peaches, peppers and 
green beans.

In the midst  of 
COVID-19, Torian can’t hand 
out samples as she once did, 
but she still talks a good talk 
about vegetables.

“We just politely sug-
gest that they politely give 

Wally Cat roars into farmer’s market with message

By Tonya S. Grace | Cadiz Record

Shoppers browse the wares of the Cadiz-Trigg County Farmer’s Market 
(background) as Wally Cat waits to welcome the youngsters who took part 
in his July nutrition program.
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