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BY JAMES MAYSE
MESSENGER-INQUIRER

When Owensboro Police Department 
Chief Art Ealum was asked Tuesday if 
enforcing a lower speed limit was the 
best use of officers’ time, Ealum said the 
department would enforce the speed limit 
if it were lowered.

But OPD officers had more pressing 
issues to handle, and were short-handed, 
Ealum said.

“We are 24 (officers) down,” Ealum told 
city commissioners.

OPD’s issue is not unique.
Officials with both the Daviess County 

Sheriff ’s Department and the Kentucky 
State Police’s Henderson post said they also 
have fewer officers now than in the past.

For example, when Trooper Corey 
King joined KSP’s Henderson post 21 
years ago, the post had 42 troopers and 
detectives. Today, the post has 17 road 
troopers and detectives, a number that 
doesn’t include supervisors.

“That’s for six counties,” King said.
Lt. Tristan Russelburg, head of OPD’s 

Suppor t Ser vices Division, said the 
department has 13 openings for officers 
and 11 officers in various stages of train-
ing at the state law enforcement academy.

Although new officers are scheduled to 
graduate in July, September and Decem-
ber, each new of ficer has to go spend 
16 weeks learning from a field training 
officer. The earliest OPD’s July graduates 
will be ready to begin solo patrol is in 
November, Russelburg said.

Russelburg said the department shift 
of ficer schedules to make sure shift 
numbers are met, and more officers are 
working at times with higher calls for 
service.

owensboro law enforcement 
agencies working with smaller staff
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BY MATT HUGHES
JOURNAL-ENTERPRISE

A lack of Abandoned Mine 
Land funding for Webster Coun-
ty and the surrounding area has 
been a sore subject for Webster 
County Judge-Executive Steve 
Henry for nearly as long as he 
has been in office, 
and last week he 
had the chance to 
voice his frustra-
tion to U.S. Sen. 
Rand Paul.

Created by the 
Sur face Mining 
Control and Rec-
lamation Act of 
1977, AML dis-
tributes federal 
funds to states 
for the purpose 
o f  r e c l a i m i n g 
abandoned mine 
works, repairing 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
d a m a g e d  d u e 
t o  a b a n d o n e d 
mines and repairing environmen-
tal damages due to abandoned 
mines.

“Since 2016, Kentucky has 
gotten over $25 million in Aban-
doned Mine Land money,” Henry 
said. “That is the maximum a 
state can get. Western Kentucky 
has never once had an opportuni-
ty to utilize those funds.”

States qualify for funding 
based on the amount of aban-
doned mine lands within its bor-
ders. For Kentucky, the amount 
of abandoned mine land is split 
roughly 60% to 40% between east-
ern Kentucky and western Ken-
tucky, respectfully.

“Kentucky is in the top funding 
tier because they are able to use 
the western Kentucky numbers,” 
Henry said. “They use us to qual-
ify, but none of the money ever 
comes here.”

In Apri l ,  Gover nor Andy 
Beshear announced the state 
had received $10 million in 
AML funds, all of which was 
earmarked exclusively for Appa-
lachian counties as abandoned 
mine land pilot program grants.

Since the pilot program’s 
inception in 2016, 54 projects in 
21 counties have been selected 
for the AML pilot funding, with 
every project located in eastern 
Kentucky.

Notable projects include the 
HCTC utility training program 
for lineman and crane operation 
in Leslie County, a Knott-Perry 

Webster 
County 

leaders call 
for AML 
funding

Jack 
Whitfield Jr.

Steve Henry

BY DEREK OPERLE
DOPERLE@PADUCAHSUN.COM

A 
new exhibit at 
Paducah’s National 
Quilt Museum is aimed 

at provoking reflection on 
the tough times that the 
world has been through with 
COVID-19, bringing together 
pandemic-related pieces 
created since last March to 
the gallery.

“Quarantine Quilts: 
Creativity in the Midst 
of Chaos” — juried by 
Sandra Sider, curator of the 
Texas Quilt Museum and 
editor of SAQA’s “Art Quilt 
Quarterly” — opened on June 
4. Everything in the exhibit 
is something that an artist 
created since the pandemic 
swept the country last spring.

“I’m really glad we got 
this exhibit. I feel like it’s a 
statement on what we all lived 
through in 2020,” outgoing 
museum CEO Frank Bennett 
said. “It’s a rare case where 
literally everyone around the 
globe dealt with the same 
emotions, thoughts, feelings 
and uncertainty all at the same 
time.

“These artists who were 
home quarantined used that 
time to create expressions of 
what they were experiencing at 
that time.”

The exhibit’s been on the 

books for some time now, but 
NQM curator Rachael Baar 
never expected its subject 
matter would still be this 
entwined with most people’s 
daily lives.

“I was approached about this 
exhibition a year ago when all 
of this started and I thought, 
‘Will it be relevant in a year?’ 
Who knew we would still be 
dealing with the pandemic this 
far on,” she said.

The National Quilt Museum 
is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Saturday and 
from 1 to 5 p.m. Sunday. This 

exhibit will be on display at the 
museum through Aug. 31. For 
more information about the 
museum or the exhibit, visit 
www.quiltmuseum.org.

A book version of the exhibit 
is expected to be published 
later this summer, at which 
time it will be available in the 
museum’s gift shop.

When viewed together, 
these 27 unique and varied 
quilts produce a snapshot of a 
year, bringing the COVID-19 
era into focus by depicting 
personal experiences with 
isolation, universal struggles 

and dealings with the wide 
variety of new normals that 
have come and gone since 
March 2020.

“It’s, I think, very personal 
for the artists and yet 
everyone can relate to it in 
some way,” Baar added. “It 
also keeps the conversation 
going particularly now that 
we’re hopefully moving out 
of the pandemic — how do 
we deal with some of those 
things when we had to keep 
our distance from people? It 
helps to kind of express those 
feelings.”

Museum 

exhibit 

reflects on 
pandemic

Derek Operle/ The Paducah Sun

Mary Joy Johnson, of Madison, Wis., checks out “Quarantine Quilts: Creativity in the Midst of Chaos,” the 
newest exhibit at the National Quilt Museum, during her visit to Paducah on Thursday. It will remain on 
display through Aug. 31.

Quarantine Quilts

BY TONYA S. GRACE
CADIZ RECORD STAFF WRITER

A
s a child, Cadiz resident 
Susan Garon struggled with 
issues related to depression 

and social anxiety during her 
years growing up.

But Garon was fortunate enough 
to have a horse, and she worked 
through her issues.

Today the licensed marriage and 
family therapist relies on her equine 
friends to help as she works with 
her clients, young and old.

Garon, 63, is the owner of Equine 
Assisted Transitions, which she 
founded as a non-profit in 2009 in 
Lawrenceburg. Six years ago, she 
acquired property in Cadiz, where 
she now operates her horse therapy 
program.

Its sessions offer clients an 
opportunity to work with the 
horses, develop relationships with 
them, groom the animals and ride 
them.

“Horses kind of mirror our own 
relationships,” observed Garon, 
who is also a certified therapeutic 
riding instructor. “They live in a 
herd, which is similar to family 
dynamics.”

Garon noted 
that people 
connected to 
horses understand 
the animals are 
therapeutic, but 
she said her 
directors and 
supervisors were 
mystified about 
how horses help 
people.

In Cadiz, Garon 
has “a very nice 
barn” and a covered indoor arena 
where sessions with the horses can 
take place in winter and summer.

An obstacle course is used for 
training horses and for working 
with people, with a focus on helping 

them bond with the horses, working 
on trust and understanding and 
teaching clients to communicate 
with others.

As a therapist, Garon said she 
usually focuses on relationships. 

In the past she 
worked with 
youth in foster 
care or those who 
were struggling 
with significant 
behavioral issues 
and were about 
to be sent off 
to a residential 
program because 
of their struggles.

They may have 
had drugs in their 

families, Garon said, and they had a 
lot of anger, depression and anxiety, 
emotions so extreme they weren’t 
allowed in other summer camps.

Cadiz program provides therapy with horses

Tonya S. Grace/Cadiz Record

Emily Curcio grooms Tank, a quarter horse, before leading 
him around the arena at Equine Assisted Transitions in Cadiz.

“Just to watch what 
goes on here is 
absolutely amazing 
because you can see the 
progress of all the kids.”

— Lantana Hight
summer intern at Equine 

Assisted Transitions

SEE STAFF/PAGE A2

SEE AML/PAGE A2

SEE THERAPY/PAGE A2


