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Legislators
to discuss
budget,
pandemic

Hospital administering COVID-19
vaccinations within the county
BY TONYA S. GRACE
CADIZ RECORD STAFF WRITER

Trigg County Hospital has
administered 200 COVID-19
vaccines to health care workers and first responders after
receiving its initial shipment of
the vaccines on Dec. 23. The
hospital will continue its vaccination efforts this week, with
500 more vaccines slated to be
administered to the community’s older residents.
Fredia Smiley, the hospital’s
chief nursing officer, said 200
vaccines were to be administered today to people in the
county who are 70 and older,
while another 300 will be
administered on Thursday.
Those receiving the vaccines
will need to return in 28 days
for a second round of the vaccine.
Smiley said this week’s vaccinations will be administered
at the Lexie Bush Convention
Center at the Trigg Coun-

ty Recreation Center, both to
allow for social distancing and
so that officials will be able to
move through the volume of
people that they need to as
they administer the vaccines.
She added that officials are
trying to keep people out of the
hospital if they don’t need to
be there. Because of increases in COVID-19, in-patients are
limited to one visitor, Smiley
explained, and there are no visitors allowed in the emergency
room unless there are extenuating circumstances.
Individuals must make an
appointment to receive a vaccine; call Trigg County Primary Care at 270-522-0898 to
schedule a time, and bring a
picture ID and your insurance
card with you to the appointment.
Those who don’t have
an insurance card won’t be
charged for their vaccinations.
Smiley said the COVID-19 vac-

cines are being paid for under
the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services.
Lines will be open beginning
at 8 a.m., and shots will be
given starting at 9 a.m. on both
days.
Smiley said the local hospital has received the Moderna
vaccine, and she noted that
the vaccines are among some
27,000 that the state has been
getting each week, that are in
turn distributed to counties.
Smiley said she isn’t sure
how officials decide how many
vaccines are given to individual
counties, but she said the Trigg
County Hospital will continue
vaccinating people as long as it
has the vaccine.
“We’ll vaccinate as many as
they send,” she said. “We’ll get
it out there as quickly as we
can.”
Smiley said officials will inoculate “whatever the state sends
us,” and she noted that the hos-

pital is trying to find those people who need or want the vaccine. The hospital conducted a
trial run with its first responders to see how things would
flow and has met with county
officials to plan the distribution.
She said a team was sent out
to evaluate the convention center and get things set up for
this week.
“Ever ybody’s wanting the
vaccine right now,” Smiley said,
noting that the hospital and
the Pennyrile District Health
Depar tment are “doing the
best we can,” she said earlier
this week.
Smiley said those receiving
the shots will return to the
same location in another four
weeks to receive the second
round of the vaccine. Ever ybody must wear masks when
they receive their shots, and
everything will be wiped down.

Pension reform also
on agenda for 2021
BY TONYA S. GRACE
CADIZ RECORD STAFF WRITER

Following attention to the state
budget, the pandemic and Kentucky
Gov. Andy Beshear’s coronavirus
mandates in the state are expected
to be points of discussion during the
2021 session of the Kentucky General
Assembly, which opened on Tuesday.
“Does the governor need to have
exclusive power and not consult any
of us?” state Rep. Walker Thomas
asked as he considered one of the
issues that he and others said will be
talked about in the current 30-day
session.
Thomas noted that state legislators,
Kentucky’s 100 representatives and
38 senators, just want to have some
input in instances like the ongoing
pandemic, and during the current situation they have pretty much been
finding out about the governor’s
COVID-19 related decisions during
his daily addresses, the representative said.
Incoming Sen. Jason Howell, a
Murray resident who is filling the
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Trigg family struggling after cancer diagnosis
GoFundMe
set up
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Recycling
center to soon
accept plastics
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Jamie Vickrey recalls
the first signs of her husband’s illness.
“It star ted back in
June,” she says today.
“He started bleeding. I
stayed on him to go to the
doctor and get it checked
out. We found out in September that he had rectal
cancer.”
Initially identified as
Stage 3, James Vickrey’s
cancer was upgraded to
Stage 4 after he had a
major surgery on Nov. 10
to remove a tumor. Other
tumors were discovered
on his abdomen and
bladder, and doctors said
there was nothing else
they could do except treat
the cancer.
“It’s supposed to help
prolong his life and give
him more life,” James’
wife Jamie said of the
immunotherapy treatments that will build up
James’ immune system to
fight the cancer.
The treatments start
this month and will be
administered about every
three weeks at the UK
Markey Cancer Center
in Lexington. James will
continue the treatments
throughout his life.
A welder by trade who
enjoys his craft, James
Vickrey, 30, said he is
unable to do much right
now except walk around
a little bit. He’s lost a lot of
weight since the onset of
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his illness.
When he stands up, his
blood pressure bottoms
out; James said having
cancer is much like going
from not being sick to
having, “like, the worst
thing you can think of,”
he said.
In the midst of the
coronavirus, he’s been
staying at home with
his family in Cerulean
and focusing on getting
his health back. Going
out could put him at
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Above: James and Jamie
Vickrey (background) are
pictured with four of their
six childen, from left,
Nicholas Britt, Hunter
Britt, Brantley Britt
and Blake Britt.
Left: James Vickrey (left)
and his wife are supporting each other and their
family during James
Vickrey’s rectal cancer
diagnosis.
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Trigg County Judge-Executive
Hollis Alexander said the county’s Jesse Thomas Recycling Center should be able to accept plastic again soon, although he said he
didn’t know exactly when that would
be.
The judge-executive announced
at Monday’s Trigg County Fiscal
Court meeting that officials have
gotten word that the recycling center at Eddyville is reopening. That
facility normally receives recyclables
from the local community but had
been closed because of the coronavirus pandemic.
Alexander said the local community will be able to accept plastic recyclables once local recyclable trailers are emptied, with Trigg County
Treasurer Lucy Kyler noting that it
may be a couple of weeks before the
recycling center is “back in the full
swing of it,” she said.
Monday’s meeting was the first
back in the Trigg County fiscal
courtroom; the courtroom at the
Trigg County Courthouse has not
been utilized in a while because of a
need to social distance.
During the meeting, the judge-executive also updated the numbers
for COVID-19 cases in the community. As of Monday, there were 692
cases including 102 that are active.
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