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Trigg County Public Schools 
officials have received a favor-
able response to one of their 
calendar options that starts the 
2021-2022 school year on Aug. 
11, includes a full week each for 
fall and spring breaks and ends 
on May 19, a day earlier than the 
second option available on the 
school website.

James Mangels, the district’s 
director of personnel and stu-
dent suppor t ser vices, told 
board members that 70% of the 
442 people responding to a sur-
vey on the two options prefer the 
Aug. 11 start date.

The second option of fers a 
start date of Aug. 18, includes 
only two days for fall break and 
sets a last day for students on 
May 20. Additionally, schools 
would be in session for staff and 
students on Feb. 21, 2022, Pres-
idents’ Day, whereas there is no 
school on that day in the first 
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Officials will continue their 
ongoing efforts to improve the 
nutrition and physical activity of 
students and staff at Trigg Coun-
ty Public Schools after reviewing 
their District Wellness Report.

Speaking during a wellness 
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FRIGHTENING 

STATISTICS
• 36.9% of Kentucky youth are 

obese
• State ranks third in US for 

childhood obesity
• Only 26% of children ages 6 

to 17 exercise for an hour daily
• Kentucky has the highest 

tobacco use rate among youth
• State ranks lowest in daily 

consumption of fruits and 
vegetables

• Has the 2nd highest in poor 
physical health days
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As COVID-19 vaccines are 
administered daily across the 
commonwealth, the Trigg 
County Fiscal Court expressed 
the community’s need to be 
a regional vaccination site in 
Western Kentucky.

Judge-Executive Hollis Alex-
ander addressed the issue at 
the cour t’s regular meeting 
Monday night.

“I understand there are a 
lot of logistics, a lot of things I 
don’t understand,” Alexander 
said. “I don’t know the exact 
number of vaccines the state is 
getting in, but I do know that 
asking our people to drive to 
Hopkinsville, Paducah, Owens-
boro, Madisonville or Bowling 

Green — I don’t think is a good 
option.”

The judge said Trigg resi-
dents have told him they could 
not get appointments by phone 
with the Christian County 
Health Department, so they 
had to drive to Hopkinsville 
to make an appointment and 
drive back.

Magistrate Mike Wright 
agreed that Trigg residents 
should not be required to leave 
the county to be vaccinated.

“It’s one of the worst deci-
sions at the state level I’ve 
seen in forever,” Wright said. 
“I think there may have been 
some areas of the state that 
did not do it as well as we dis-
tributed it here. I think we’re 
being penalized. It’s not right 

for us to ask our elderly people 
to drive to Paducah or some-
where else and wait in line to 
get vaccinated.”

Alexander said a letter was 
issued from the Pennyrile Dis-
trict Health Department to the 
governor’s office in Frankfort 
asking the state to reconsid-
er Cadiz/Trigg County as a 
regional site.

“I do think what our hospital 
was doing was working; what 
our health depar tment was 
doing was working as far as 
getting our people vaccinated,” 
Alexander said.

The first 900 vaccines were 
administered by appointment 
at the hospital, the Lacy Bush 
Convention Center and the 
Trigg County Recreational 

Complex in early January.
“It flowed ver y smoothly 

without incident out there,” 
Alexander said. “I don’t know 
why we can’t continue to do 
that … I think it’s an unfair 
decision for Trigg County. … 
We will continue to try to fight 
to get those vaccines back in 
Trigg County.”

Magistrate Cameron Sumner 
suggested setting up an effort 
for consti tuents to write 
emails and make phone calls 
to express their desire to have 
Trigg County as a regional vac-
cination site.

“The more people that raise 
Cain about it the more like-
ly somebody’s going to hear 

Fiscal court wants Trigg County 
be regional vaccination site

Michele Vowell | Cadiz Record

Trigg County Fiscal Court discuss the need for the community to be a regional vaccination site for the COVID-19 vaccine at its Monday 
night meeting.
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Hundreds of Trigg Countians will 
receive second doses of the COVID-19 
vaccines this week.

John Sumner, Trigg County Hospital 
CEO, announced at the board of trustees 
meeting last Thursday night that 200 sec-
ond doses will be administered today and 
300 shots on Thursday.

The hospital received COVID-19 900 
vaccine doses and administered all of 
those shots in early January. Trigg County 
has not received any additional first-round 
vaccines to administer.

Sumner expressed his disappointment 
that Trigg County is not a state regional 
vaccination site.

“We thought we had a really good plan,” 
he said. “We have not been granted that 
yet.”

Three Western Kentucky regional sites 
are in Paducah, Madisonville and Hop-
kinsville.

“We would like to be able serve this 

community where they do not have to 
drive to another county for that,” Sumner 
said.

In November, members of the hospital 
board approved the purchase of a $13,200 
freezer in which to store the COVID vac-
cines. The freezer is currently on back-
order through March.

The freezer was specifically purchased 
to store Pfizer vaccines, which have to 
be held in extremely cold temperatures. 
To date, Trigg County has only received 
Moderna vaccines.

“I don’t think we will ever be a regional 
vaccine site, but I do believe that in a few 
weeks there will be more vaccines out and 
they will let the smaller communities help 
out,” Sumner said.

The board decided to continue the pur-
chase of the freezer to provide safe stor-
age in the event the hospital receives the 
Pfizer vaccine in the future.

Sumner also updated the board on 
the hospital’s plans to turn the current 
COVID-19 isolation area into more private 

patient rooms. This project will give the 
hospital 18 private rooms.

The hospital received a $100,000 Penny-
rile Area Development District grant for 
the project. The hospital will have to pay 
the remaining portion of the project that is 
not covered by the grant, which is around 
$80,000.

Each private room will have its own 
restroom and shower.

Sumner informed the board that the 
building inspector advised that they would 
need an architect for the building project, 
costing an estimated $10,000.

During construction, Sumner said they 
will be moving the COVID area to Suite B 
of the hospital.

“We’re going to bring all the patients to 
the back door of Suite B,” he said. “We 
won’t have any other patients there.”

In other business, Sumner thanked first 
responders for their dedication through-
out the pandemic.

Second rounds of vaccine administered this week 
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