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School
board votes
to change
graduation
date
BY MICHELE VOWELL
CADIZ RECORD MANAGING EDITOR
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Tom Britton of Community and Development Services in Hopkinsville speaks during the recent public hearing concerning a change in
a city ordinance that would impact two local doctors’ plans to establish a clinic in a residential area.

Commission gives favorable
recommendation for zoning change
BY TONYA S. GRACE
CADIZ RECORD STAFF WRITER

Following much discussion
in the community about locating a physicians’ of fice in a
residential area, the CadizTrigg County Planning Commission has given a favorable
recommendation to the Cadiz
City Council to amend the
text of the City of Cadiz Code
of Ordinances.
The decision came during a
special-called business meeting on Thursday at the Cadiz
Renaissance Center.
A public hearing just
before the meeting included
comments from more than
a dozen residents speaking
both for and against a change
to the text of a section of the
ordinance.
The proposed change
would add the words “physi-

cians’ offices” to a list of conditional uses for two residential districts in the city, and
it would pave the way for Dr.
Vaishali Patel and Dr. Harshul
Patel to establish an office in
what was once a flower shop
on Main Street.
The Patels have purchased
the vacant building and want
to begin renovations to use it
as a clinic.
With the commission’s recommendation, an ordinance
per taining to the proposed
text amendment will now be
presented to members of city
council for consideration.
Tom Britton, a representative with Community and
Development Services in Hopkinsville, explained that, while
the planning commission is
responsible for making the
recommendation to city coun-

cil, it is the council that will
decide whether to adopt the
amendment.
Of ficials noted during the
recent hearing that the proposed change in text wasn’t
talking about a specific proper ty but would allow physicians’ offices in the two residential zones referred to in
the amended ordinance.
The two areas are the city’s
R-1 and R-2 districts.
The change is being proposed according to state statutes that provide the statutory
authority for cities and counties to under take planning
and zoning functions.
Britton noted that, in Kentucky, it is generally accepted that text amendments are
reviewed in light of a city’s
comprehensive plan. A comprehensive plan adopted in

2002 in Cadiz doesn’t include
the terms of “physician,” physicians’ offices” and “doctor”
in its text, according to Britton, but he said it does list
increasing access to medical
facilities and services among
its objectives.
Additionally, Britton said
land use guidelines in the
plan state that “while the primar y land use is single family homes, the city should
consider creative re-use of
proper ties in urban areas
for multi-family housing and
possibly non-residential uses
where the character of the
surrounding neighborhood is
maintained.”
He noted that, in looking at
the entirety of the two residential districts in question,
SEE ZONING/PAGE A2

Orthopedic office opens
BY TONYA S. GRACE
CADIZ RECORD STAFF WRITER

Standing recently before a
group of supporters at the newly-opened Trigg County Orthopedic Family Medicine, owner
William “Bill” Elkins said he
was impressed with the loyalty
of clients who for many years
came from the local community to visit Elkins and Dr. John
Yezerski in Murray.
Yezerski retired, and Elkins,
who lives in Dexter, decided to
open an office in Cadiz.
“We’re blessed to be able
to be here and hope to be
embraced by the community,”
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Elkins noted during a ribbon
cutting for his new office located at 1396 Canton Road.
The event took place on
March 23, with Elkins’ staf f,
T rigg County Chamber of
Commerce Membership Director Beth Sumner, Trigg Chamber President Ashley Johnson
and Amy Slone, a chamber
board member representing
FNB Bank, among those on
hand to welcome the business.
Johnson presented Elkins
Tonya S. Grace | Cadiz Record
with a gift.
The owner said his facility, William Elkton (center) cuts the ribbon ushering in the opening
of his new office in Cadiz. Trigg County Orthopedic Family Medicine opened in December on Canton Road.
SEE OFFICE/PAGE A6
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Trigg County High School students in the Class of 2021 will now
don their caps and gowns for graduation on May 17.
The Trigg County School Board
voted Thursday to change the ceremony date to allow time to calculate final
grades and determine honor graduates.
Several students are enrolled in
classes at Hopkinsville Community College; however, HCC does not
have to have final grades turned
in until May 11, explained Janay
Futrell, TCHS guidance counselor.
“The time factor to get all of those
inputted (into the system) and to
figure out who all the graduates are
is just too tight,” Superintendent Bill
Thorpe told the board. “They have
requested us to look at an alternative
date for graduation.”
The board had originally set graduation for May 13.
“I generally have a two to fiveday turnaround,” Futrell said. “I’ve
got over 100 students with multiple enrollments. Once we get the
grades, I have to hand-enter all of
those.”
Futrell said it takes her several
days to review each transcript to verify all 28 credits.
“We could do a graduation ceremony (on May 13), but we wouldn’t
have any honor graduates (because)
we wouldn’t know who they are,”
she told the board.
Futrell said moving graduation to
May 17 would give her enough time
to enter grades into the system and
to analyze all of the transcripts.
Futrell noted that there are more
than 50 Class of 2020 graduates who
have confirmed they want to participate in their own in-person graduation ceremony. Last year’s in-person milestone event fell victim to
COVID-19.
The board voted for back-to-back
graduations for both classes on
May 17. The Class of 2020’s graduation will begin at 6 p.m., followed
by this year’s class at 8 p.m. Futrell
estimated that two-hour time spread
would give organizers time to clean
in between each event per COVID-19
safety precautions.
For those who do not attend in
person, the ceremonies will be
broadcast on the school website.
The Class of 2021 has set Baccalaureate services for May 12. Scholarship day is set for May 13.
In other business, the board also:
•Heard a repor t from Brian
Futrell, Trigg County Intermediate
School principal, about the school’s
January second round of STAR testing for reading and math.
Futrell said about 55% of the students achieved mastery in reading,
with 50% in third grade and 65% in
fourth and 50% in fifth.
“Math assessment, we had 60% as
SEE SCHOOL/PAGE A3
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