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Former Kentucky Parks 
Commissioner Donnie Hol-
land shared a story with Trigg 
County Judge-Executive Hollis 
Alexander.

“It moved me to tears,” Alex-
ander noted of Holland’s story 
about Conroy Atwood, a World 
War II veteran who refused 
to leave his home in Land 
Between the Lakes when TVA 
took it over and was led away 

in handcuffs by U.S. marshals 
who put him in jail for three 
days.

After his arrest, of ficials 
burned his family’s home to 
the ground, the judge-execu-
tive shared with magistrates 
during a May 3rd meeting of 
the Trigg County Fiscal Court.

“He came home and never 
went back across the bridge 
again before he died,” Alexan-
der said of Atwood. “He died, 
and they buried him, never 

going back to LBL because 
they told him they’d burned 
his house down.

“He couldn’t stand to see 
it,” continued the judge, not-
ing that Holland’s story about 
Atwood and how he had been 
forced from his home was one 
that not only moved him to 
tears but assured him “we’ve 
got to stay in this fight forev-
er,” he said.

Alexander ’s  comments 
come on the heels of a recent 

announcement that the U.S. 
Forest Service is cutting its 
budget for the national recre-
ation area to zero dollars by 
next year.

That’s compared to a 2020 
$1.8 million budget for recre-
ation and heritage that Alex-
ander said dropped to $77,000 
in 2021.

He noted that an additional 
one-time earmark of $669,000 

Fight for LBL should  
continue, judge Holland says

By  Tonya S. Grace/Cadiz Record staff writer

Trigg County Judge-Executive Hollis Alexander reads a proclamation recognizing National Hospital Week May 2-8 and Trigg 
County Hospital.
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One high bidder’s generosity 
has made possible a memorial 
that will be on display in the foyer 
of Trigg County High School in 
honor of late teacher Simone 
Whipple Parker.

“I know she has had a far reach 
with all the kids she has made a dif-
ference with,” noted Randy McCal-
lon, the school’s interim principal, 
during a ceremony on Monday 
revealing the donation of an acryl-
ic and canvas painting created by 
Parker’s sister Candice Whipple.

Whipple was encouraged to cre-
ate the painting of a waterfall to 
donate to the 54th Annual Trigg 
County Rotary Radio Auction, and 
when the painting was put up for 
bid, the winning bidder donated it 
to the high school.

Whipple, along with other family 
members, Parker’s co-workers at 
the high school, current and for-
mer students and members of the 
Cadiz Rotary Club, attended the 
ceremony.

Along with the painting, a 
plaque bearing Parker’s name and 
inscribed with the admonition she 
often shared with students also will 
be on display in the school foyer.

“Be Good, Be Careful, Come 

Rotary 
auction item 
a memorial  

to late teacher
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Classes ended abruptly for last 
year’s juniors at Trigg County High 
School with the arrival of COVID-
19 in the community and else-
where.

As graduating seniors in 2021, 
they’ve lived through the pandem-
ic.

Next week, they will stand on 
the threshold of adulthood as they 
receive their high school diplomas 
during ceremonies slated for 8 p.m. 
Monday in the high school gymna-
sium.

“They’ve done an outstanding job 
of adapting, which I think is going 
to help them tremendously in their 

Grads to  
get diplomas 

in person
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If he wanted to destroy Land 
Between the Lakes, Wade White 
said he would continue to cut out 
everything that’s positive in the 
national recreation area until, all of 
a sudden, “we all wake up and LBL 
is no longer what it was supposed 
to be,” he shared with members 
of the Trigg County Historical and 
Preservation Society while attend-
ing one of the group’s meetings 
last week.

The Lyon County judge-execu-
tive, along with former Kentucky 
Parks Commissioner Donnie 
Holland, was a featured speak-
er at the May 4th meeting at the 
Trigg County Historical Museum 
in Cadiz, where both men talked 
about recent news that the U.S. 
Forest Service is not budgeting 
any funds for LBL in 2022.

“They continue to take the bud-
get less and less and less and less 

White, Holland speak of budget cut impact

Lyon County Judge-Executive Wade White speaks about budget  
cuts to LBL during a meeting at the Trigg County Historical Museum.

By Tonya S. Grace/Cadiz Record staff writer
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