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Trigg County Judge-Executive 
Hollis Alexander recalled the 
day he helped John R. Vinson III 
take his grandfather’s body from 
the hospital and put it into a wait-
ing hearse.

The older man had just died 
at Jennie Stuart in Hopkinsville, 
and Vinson, longtime Trigg 
County coroner and the owner 
of Goodwin Funeral Home in 
Cadiz, arrived to take the body.

With Alexander’s help, he got 
the older man ready, wheeled 
him down the hallway and 
placed him in the hearse.

Along the way, he taught a 

very valuable lesson to Alexan-
der.

“There’s not a better way to 
show love and respect 
than to treat him when 
he’s deceased like you 
would when he was 
al ive,”  the judge-ex-
ecutive said of what he 
learned that day.

Vinson, who Alexander 
believes may still be the 
state’s longest-ser ving 
elected official, imparted 
to Alexander the importance of 
treating people with dignity, love 
and respect.

“John Vinson had love and car-
ing for each of the families,” the 

judge-executive noted. “It was 
just amazing the kind of respect 
(he showed) and how he treated 

each and every family.”
The elder Vinson, who 

was elected Trigg coro-
ner in 1964 and served in 
that capacity until 2006, 
died April 13 at Shady 
Lawn Nursing and Reha-
bilitation Center. His 
funeral service was April 
18 at Goodwin Funeral 
Home.

Vinson worked for the funeral 
home for nearly 30 years before 
becoming its sole owner in 1992. 
He was joined in the daily oper-
ations of the facility by his son, 

John Mark Vinson.
Alexander called him a dear 

family friend and a “dear col-
league of mine,” and he noted 
that there probably is not a man 
who is more giving and cares 
more about his community.

Vinson loved his county and 
the people in it, and he loved to 
help people without any recogni-
tion, the judge-executive said.

Alexander recalled how Vin-
son once paid all the gas and 
food for a gentleman who was 
taking clothes to a Native Amer-
ican reservation, noting that he 
wanted to be a part of that effort.

He raised money for causes 
and sponsored ball teams before 

he was even asked to do so. He 
bought medicine and food for 
people who otherwise couldn’t 
af ford it and provided clothes 
for people when they needed it, 
according to Alexander.

Vinson would often send his 
employees on such errands 
because he did not want any rec-
ognition for it. Whatever he did, 
it was out of the goodness of his 
heart, his friend said.

The judge-executive noted that 
he could share hours of such 
stories about Vinson, whom he 
has known for all of his life.

V inson was a mentor to 

Late coroner a great person, friend and mentor

John 

Vinson III
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Trigg County Public Schools will 
be offering a virtual learning alter-
native next year, but it will only be 
for youth in grades six through 12.

James Mangels noted during a 
board meeting on Thursday that 
officials don’t think virtual educa-
tion is developmentally appropriate 
for younger students.

Mangels, the district’s director 
of student services and personnel, 
will be leading the virtual school 
during the 2021-2022 school year.

“I think we have some students 
who can work independently or 

Virtual 
school won’t 

include 
younger 
students
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For more than an hour, as the 
adults around him talked of local 
agriculture and extoled the contri-
butions of the community’s farm-
ers, 20-month-old Wick Dunn also 
busied himself with thoughts of 
the farming profession.

On the floor of the Lexie Bush 
Convention Center and near the 
stage at the front of the room, he 
played with a small green toy trac-
tor and a larger one, painted red.

As the young boy pushed the 
smaller one along the edge of the 
stage, WKDZ Farm Director Alan 

Young 
farmer steals 

the show  
at ag dinner
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Not many people get to 
celebrate 30 years in busi-
ness, said Jerry Ethridge 
of the milestone he and his 
family recognized on Fri-
day with a ribbon-cutting 
and open house at the fam-
ily business, Ethridge Plas-
tics and Hydrographics 
Inc., located on Industrial 
Drive in Cadiz.

“For a family-owned 
business, that’s saying 
a lot,” Ethridge said of 
the business he co-owns 
today with brother Edward 
Ethridge.

The two men gath-
ered with other family 

members, local of ficials 
and other suppor ters to 
mark the industry’s three 
decades.

Cadiz Mayor Todd King 
told those attending the 
open house that he was 
proud of the company and 
its long history in the com-
munity.

He thanked younger 
members of the family for 
carr ying on the legacy 
of the brothers’ late par-
ents, J.T. and Erma Jean 
Ethridge.

J.T. opened the plastics 

company in 1991 in the old 
Boyd Auto Parts location 
on Line Street, moving a 
year later to Industrial 
Drive.

Trigg County Judge-Ex-
ecutive Hollis Alexander 
also congratulated the 
Ethridges,  describing 
the plastics company as a 
multi-family business and 
noting that everyone in the 
family has been involved in 
the company.

B e t h  S u m n e r , 

Plastics business marks 30 years in community
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Jerry Ethridge dips the film in water, using a hydrographic process that allows him to place the film on the gun.

Longtime Ethridge employee James Radford, who  
celebrates his 21st year with the company in May,  
straightens some butt plates that will go on rifles.
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