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S P O R T S I N D E X

BY CHRISTIE NETHERTON
MESSENGER-INQUIRER

According to a poll conducted 
by the Foundation for a Healthy 
Kentucky, COVID-19 vaccine 
hesitancy throughout the state 
has decreased with about three-
fourths of Kentuckians having 
already reportedly received a vac-
cine.

The poll, commissioned by the 
foundation, was conducted Aug. 
4 through Sept. 4 as a follow-up to 
an earlier poll conducted between 
February and March. More than 
500 adults ages 18 and older 
throughout Kentucky were polled 
by telephone.

In the February poll, Ben Chan-
dler, foundation president and 
CEO, said about 29% of individu-
als polled said they did not 
plan on getting a vaccine.

That number, according 
to Chandler, now sits at 
20%.

“We’re making some 
progress … the bottom 
line is that we have moved 
the number,” he said. “The 
ef forts that have taken 
place in this state and oth-
erwise have moved the numbers 
in Kentucky about nine points as 
it relates to people who were not 
planning to get the vaccine. That’s 

improvement. That means a con-
siderable number of Kentuckians 
have been persuaded to get the 

vaccine.”
This is par ticularly 

impor tant, he said, as 
Kentucky continues to see 
one of the highest rates of 
infection throughout the 
nation.

Chand ler  sa id  he 
believes the highly con-
tagious delta variant has 
played a large par t in 

convincing more Kentuckians to 
become vaccinated as the state 
and nation continues seeing large-
scale spread of the variant, which 

is known to infect even vaccinated 
individuals, albeit, at a lower aver-
age rate than unvaccinated.

“By and large, I really think per-
sonally that the delta variant has 
more to do with changing people’s 
minds than anything else,” he said. 
“People are a little bit more afraid, 
as they ought to be.”

Chandler also attributed the 
recent full approval of the Pfizer 
vaccine — or Comirnaty, by which 
name it is currently being market-
ed — by the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration.

Still, however, he said there is 
still that 20% of individuals who do 
not plan on receiving a vaccine, 

which he said is concerning.
According to poll results, more 

than one-third of people who have 
not gotten the vaccine say nothing 
will motivate them to get vaccinat-
ed. One in five of those unvacci-
nated say they want more time for 
testing and research. And about 
one in six want more evidence and 
information about COVID-19, the 
vaccines, safety, efficacy, and side 
effects.

Overall, poll results show that 
Kentuckians believe in the effi-
cacy of the COVID-19 vaccines, 
including its protection against 

Statewide poll shows drop in vaccine hesitancy

Ben Chandler

BY ANDREW CRITCHELOW
THE NEWS-ENTERPRISE

Those who travel on New Glen-
dale Road will notice a new street 
sign named after a late, revered Har-
din County native.

Cameron Ponder Drive was ded-
icated Monday morning during a 
ceremony honoring the memory 
of the slain Kentucky State Police 
trooper. The street runs between 
KSP Post 4 and the new East Hardin 
Middle School.

The ceremony was held on the 
sixth anniversary of Ponder’s death. 
A trooper with KSP Post 1 in May-
field, Ponder was shot and killed in 
the line of duty Sept. 13, 2015, after a 
traffic stop on Interstate 24 in Lyon 
County. He was 31.

Those in attendance during Mon-
day’s ceremony included members 
of Ponder’s family, Kentucky Attor-
ney General Daniel Cameron and 
members of his staff, Elizabethtown 
Mayor Jeff Gregory, members of 
the Elizabethtown City Council and 
other city personnel, officials with 
Hardin County Schools and KSP 
troopers.

During his remarks Monday, 
Gregory recalled serving as a pub-
lic affairs trooper for Post 4 when 
Ponder joined KSP. He said he 
was responsible for handling back-
ground on Ponder’s employment.

“Everything about Cam Ponder 
told me that he was going to be spe-
cial and that he was going to be an 
outstanding Kentucky state troop-
er,” said Gregory, who is a former 
trooper.

Post 4 Commander Daniel White 
said naming the street for Ponder 
was an obvious choice, not only 
because the road leads to Post 4, 
but because it also is adjacent to a 
Hardin County Schools facility. A 
native of Rineyville, Ponder attended 
Hardin County Schools and graduat-
ed from North Hardin High School 
in 2002.

Following graduation, Ponder 
went on to serve in the U.S. Navy 
as a diver for a Navy SEAL team.  

New street 
name honors 

fallen KSP 
trooper

BY KEITH LAWRENCE
MESSENGER-INQUIRER

T
here are no signs at the city  
limits that proclaim that 
Owensboro is the “Bluegrass 

Music Capital of the World.”
But what’s now the Owensboro-Daviess 

County Convention & Visitors Bureau 
has been working since 1985 to make that 
dream become reality.

And last week, thousands of bluegrass 
fans from at least 32 states descended on 
Owensboro for the 18th annual ROMP 
Fest at Yellow Creek Park — despite the 
continuing COVID-19 pandemic.

Several publications in recent years have 
referred to Owensboro as the bluegrass 
capital.

ConventionSouth magazine named 
Owensboro its “Small Market of the 
Month” for August.

The article said, “Known as the 
bluegrass capital of the world, Owensboro 
is a live music fan’s dream. Pair that with 
some Green River Distilling Co. bourbon 
and some hickory-smoked BBQ, and 
you’ve got yourself a heck of a good time.”

Rolling Stone magazine said there are 
seven “Must-Visit Places Country Music 
Fans Should Flock to Now.”

And Owensboro is one of them.
The article this summer said, “What this 

western Kentucky town lacks in fame, it 
makes up for in music. As the home of the 
Bluegrass Music Hall of Fame & Museum, 
it’s the ideal place to dig into country 
music’s roots.

Mark Calitri, president of the CVB, said, 
“Owensboro’s notoriety as a bluegrass 
music staple has grown significantly in 
recent years. Rolling Stone magazine 
highlighted Owensboro for its Bluegrass 
Music Hall of Fame & Museum, calling 
it a “signature attraction,” as well as the 
city’s close proximity to Nashville, the 
world’s country music capital. Now is the 
time to take advantage of this national 
recognition.”

The magazine article earlier this year 
said, “You can tour Owensboro as a day 
trip from Nashville if time is short, but 
spending the weekend lets you stay for the 
Friday After 5 concert series.”

In 2018, Brand USA selected Owensboro 

as one of its Top 10 American music cities.

‘ P I V O T A L  M O M E N T ’

Calitri said the city is at “a pivotal 
moment in its path to, potentially, even 
greater success.”

He said, “With another downtown 
hotel on the way, our successful path 
forward must continue to be an aggressive 
approach to attracting hotel-staying groups, 
which generate the greatest economic 
impact for all our tourism partners. 
Successful communities are focused 
on attracting our most profitable, ideal 
customers.”

To reach that goal, Calitri said 
Owensboroans must “do more than 
simply believe or accept that they live in 
the Bluegrass Music Capital of the World. 
The residents of Owensboro must learn to 
appreciate that title and, for even greater 
long-term success, they must learn to lean 
into it.”

When Chris Joslin, executive director 
of the Hall of Fame, came to Owensboro 

in 2015, one of the first things he said 
was, “Our goal is to make Owensboro 
the bluegrass music capital of the world. 
It’s already becoming a destination city. 
There’s a lot of energy on the riverfront. 
We want to capitalize on the bluegrass and 
barbecue theme.”

Last week, he said, he hopes to help the 
city become a “must-visit” destination.

“This all feels like fuel for the economic 
engine of cultural tourism,” he said. “If I 
could use only one word to describe the 
Hall of Fame and Owensboro currently, it 
would be ‘momentum.’ The time has come 
to capitalize on that momentum.”

Joslin said, “Owensboro is being named 
in the same breath as some of the most 
visited towns in the country. Fifteen 
million people visit Nashville every year, 
and music is the primary driver. Can you 
imagine the economic impact if just a 
fraction of those visitors decided to make 
a trip to the Bluegrass Music Capital of the 

36 years of work  
made Owensboro  
the epicenter of 
bluegrass music
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Tom Jackson and his daughter, Robin, play the banjo and ukulele in a wooded area at Yel-
low Creek Park on Saturday while attending the 18th annual ROMP Fest. The Jackson fami-
ly traveled from Tallahassee, Florida to attend the festival with family members from Illi-
nois and have been coming to the festival since 2014.

BY HANNAH SAAD
HSAAD@PADUCAHSUN�COM

A
ugusta Tilghman was a wife 
and mother. She moved 
to Paducah in 1852 with 

her husband Lloyd, who was a 
railroad engineer before defecting 
from the Kentucky State Militia 
and becoming a general in the 
Confederate Army.

Two of her sons, Frederick and 
Sidell, would go on to become suc-
cessful, millionaire stockbrokers 
in New York and used portions 
of their fortunes to honor their 
parents in the town they spent 
the majority of their childhood: 
Paducah.

The monument honoring their 
father’s controversial legacy 
still stands at Lang Park. The 

Tilghman brothers then bought 
property to donate to the city for 
a new school. The donation came 
with one condition: the school that 
would be built on the property 
would be named after their moth-
er, Augusta Tilghman.

The school building on Walter 
Jetton Boulevard, which served 
junior high and high school stu-
dents for nearly 60 years, first 
opened its doors 100 years ago on 
Sept. 19, 2021.

THE NAMESAKE
Not much remains that docu-

ments details of the life of Augusta 
Tilghman, and much of what is 
known about her is in relation to 
her husband or her two notable 
sons. Tilghman, born Augusta 

Murray Boyd, was born in Maine 
in 1819 and was the last of 15 chil-
dren. Her obituary, which ran in 
the Clarksville Leaf-Chronicle in 
1898, stated she visited her uncle 
in New York often, and noted she 
often met with former President 
Martin Van Buren when visiting 
her uncle.

Augusta married Lloyd Tilgh-
man, who by this point had gradu-
ated from West Point and became 
a railroad engineer, in 1843. In her 
lifetime, Augusta had eight chil-
dren, according to her obituary, 
but not all of them survived infan-
cy. The Lloyd Tilghman House & 
Civil War Museum notes that six 
of the children lived in Paducah at 

Augusta Tilghman High School first opened doors 100 years ago

PADUCAH INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

Augusta Tilghman High School, which later became Walter Jetton 
Junior High, opened its doors on Sept. 19, 1921.
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