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S P O R T S I N D E X

BY BOBBIE HAYSE
MESSENGER-INQUIRER

The Kentucky Council on 
P o s t s e c o n d a r y  E d u c a t i o n 
recently released a report track-
ing the economic return on 
higher education investment, 
which details about 44,000 Ken-
tucky students from their high 

school graduation in 2011 to 
2019.

CPE President Aaron Thomp-
son said the evidence from this 
report is clear.

“Higher education pays for 
those who earn college creden-
tials in Kentucky,” he said.

Central notes of the report, 

titled “Early Economic 
Return on Higher Edu-
cation Investment,” by 
Grace Dai, are that about 
one-third (36.2%) of the 
high school class of 2011 
completed a college cre-
dential by 2019. There 
were 60.9% of the class 
of 2011 who went to col-
lege in or out of state, but only 
one-third of them completed a 
postsecondary credential.

Also key in the report is that 

by 2019, those students 
who did receive a cre-
dential earned more than 
their high school peers 
who did not.

“After eight years of 
being in the workforce, 
high school graduates 
earned a median annu-
al salary of $29,478,” the 

report said. “By comparison, in 
2019, certificate/diploma holders 
earned $37,369, associate degree 
holders earned $38,268, and 

on-time bachelor’s degree holders 
earned $41,915 with fewer years 
of full-time work experience.”

The actuality of financial aid 
and cost of higher education was 
also represented in the report. 
Financial aid covered 28% to 34% 
of total cost of attendance for 
on-time graduates, with about 
half of the college goers in this 
group borrowing student loans 
to finance their education.

CPE report details economic value of education
Kentucky high school graduates  

in Class of 2011 are focus of study

Aaron 
Thompson

BY DAVID B. SNOW
DSNOW@PADUCAHSUN.COM

A poll released Monday by Wal-
letHub found that Kentucky is the 
16th-best state for teachers.

The research for the poll had two 
weighted categories: Opportunity 
and Competition and Academic and 
Work Environment.

Oppor tunity and Competition 
included average starting salary for 
teachers, average salary, income 
growth potential, 10-year change 
in salaries, average pension, pro-
jected teacher competition in 2028, 
public school enrollment growth 
and teacher preparation program 
completion.

Academic and Work Environ-
ment included existence of a dig-
ital learning plan, state guidance 
on accessible technologies, quality 
of school system, pupil-to-teacher 
ratio, school spending per student, 
projected share of teacher turnover, 
share of teachers who feel support-
ed by their administrator and pres-
ence of childhood disadvantage.

Opportunity and Competition was 
weighted to be 70% of the score, 
while Academic and Work Environ-
ment was 30%.

Dale Julian is a music teacher at 
Clark Elementary School who has 
been in the Paducah school system 
for 24 years.

“I started at Morgan and came 
over here after about seven or 
eight years,” he said. “Paducah city 
schools — particularly with the arts 
and humanities — is so supportive. 
It’s one of the reasons why I love 
working here.

“With music in particular, I just 
love introducing the kids to that: 
letting our kids know that they’re 
going to get to enjoy music every 
day of their life. Whether it’s in their 
car or whatever job they have, real-
ly, music makes it better.”

Julian said teaching music is 
more than teaching tones and beats.

“I’ve been sharing that love with 
them, helping them be able to 
appreciate it,” he said. “I help them 
to understand the instruments that 

BY CHRISTIE NETHERTON
MESSENGER-INQUIRER

S
ix-year-old Bradlyn 
Howard had his wish 
granted Thursday from 

Make-A-Wish and the Nicky 
Hayden Foundation, which 
helped fund a custom-built 
pirate ship playset with swings.

Howard, who lives in 
Utica, was diagnosed with 
cystic fibrosis at 2 weeks old, 
according to his mother, 

Brooklyn Howard.
She said his six years of 

life have been taken up with 
doctor appointments, breathing 
treatments and medications to 
help treat his condition.

“It’s really, really time-
consuming,” she said. “It does 
take a lot away from him in just 
the sense of being able to run 

outside and play. It’s hard seeing 
him not be able to experience as 
much as other kids.”

Howard said her son just 
recently started school, which 
was a major change for the 
family, but is important to him 
having a normal childhood.

She said the family is very 
grateful to Make-A-Wish and 
the Nicky Hayden Foundation.

“We’re really, really excited,” 
she said. “I would never be 
able to do this for him, and 
I’m extremely grateful to 
the Hayden Foundation and 
Make-A-Wish for putting this 
together for him; ... he will be so 
excited.”

Lisa Reeves, senior 
advancement office for 
Make-A-Wish in western 
Kentucky, said the process of 

bringing Bradlyn’s wish to life 
took several months.

Typically, she said once 
a child is diagnosed with a 
qualifying illness, they are 
able to be referred to the 
Make-A-Wish Foundation.

“Once they come into the 
make a wish system, we’ll meet 
with them and determine what 
the wish is, and then once that 
is determined … we kind of 
work together until the wish is 
granted,” she said.

The pirate ship playset is 
custom-built with a steering 
wheel, telescope and a body 
that resembles a ship with 
swings. Reeves said Bradlyn 
also requested a treasure chest 
of chocolate coins along with 
the playset, which were also 
provided.

She said it was an honor to 
be able to make his wish come 
to life.

“We’re so grateful to have 
support from folks like the 
Nicky Hayden Foundation to 
help support wishes like this 
and others across the state,” she 
said.

Roger Hayden of the Nicky 
Hayden Foundation said 
working to make this wish 
come to life was fitting, as his 
brother, Nicky Hayden, who 
inspired the foundation after his 
passing, was a Make-A-Wish 
ambassador.

“It seemed like a perfect fit,” 
he said.

Christie Netherton, cnetherton@
messenger-inquirer.com, 270-691-
7360

BY BECCA OWSLEY
THE NEWS-ENTERPRISE

The White Mills Civic League 
is working with Kentucky Fish 
and Wildlife to help keep kayak-
ers safe on the Nolin River. A life 
jacket loaner station opened last 
Wednesday.

Marcus Bowling, boating edu-
cation coordinator with Fish and 
Wildlife, said the idea came about 
after COVID hit and people start-
ed heading outdoors more for 
something to do. Because kayaks 
are easy to find and cheaper than 

boats, they were a popular item 
when getting out on the water.

“We’ve had a major uptick in 
paddle sports and we wanted to 
do something to promote safety 
with them,” he said.

The life jacket loaner stations 
that are part of a new safety pro-
gram allows people to borrow a 
life jacket if they don’t have one 
and put it back when they are 
done with it, he said.

Fish and Wildlife is partnering 
with individuals, business and 
originations so they can help put 

up money and build the life jack-
et kiosk and Fish and Wildlife 
takes care of the signage and life 
jackets, even replacing life jack-
ets when needed, he said.

Poll: 
Kentucky 

16th among 
best states 

for teachers

WISH GRANTED

Utica boy receives custom-built pirate ship playset
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Bradlyn Leach, 6, left, looks into his personal treasure chest filled with chocolate coins as his brother, Leland, 4, looks on as they explore 
the pirate ship playset made possible by Make a Wish on Thursday at their home in Utica.

White Mills partners with state fish and 
wildlife for life jacket loaner program

Marcus Bowling, boating educa-
tion coordinator with Kentucky 

Fish and Wildlife, hangs a life jacket 
on the loaner station kiosk at The 

Landing in White Mills.
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