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New Trigg County Chamber 
of  Commerce Membership 
Director Beth Sumner said she 
thinks it’s important to invest 
in the community and one 
another to encourage growth 
in the community.

“I do think a big piece of it is 
figuring out what the commu-
nity’s needs are and the busi-
nesses and how to bring those 
about,” said Sumner, a Cadiz 
resident who is retired from 
Trigg County Public Schools.

Sumner previously worked 

27 years with the school dis-
trict, the last 16 at the dis-
tr ict ’s  central  of f ice, 
where she retired in 
September of 2020 from 
her position as assis-
tant superintendent of 
instruction.

The chamber’s board 
of directors voted unan-
i m o u s l y  t o  c h o o s e 
Sumner to succeed Con-
nie Allen, with Cham-
ber President Ashley Johnson 
noting that Sumner’s qualifi-
cations and her work with the 
school board had an impact on 

the chamber board’s decision 
to hire her as the next mem-

bership director.
“She is energetic and 

has the fire we need,” 
Johnson said. “She was 
so excited about the 
posit ion, and I  think 
our businesses will look 
fo r war d  to  work ing 
with her. She wanted to 
get started this week.”

As membership direc-
tor, Sumner will have respon-
sibilities including obtaining 
new memberships, coordinat-
ing and conducting activities 

to  enhance the chamber ’s 
memberships, coordinating 
chamber community activities 
and ser ving as primar y liai-
son for the chamber’s regional 
partnerships.

The wife of Trigg County 
Hospital CEO John Sumner, 
she begins her new duties on 
Feb. 1.

Johnson said she personally 
wants Sumner to focus on the 
chamber’s current leadership 
and how to engage that leader-
ship during the ongoing coro-
navirus pandemic.

“We’ll definitely focus in on 

things we can do in our com-
munity r ight this minute,” 
Johnson noted.

She  sa id  Sumner ’s  f i rs t 
board meeting will be on Feb. 
5 at the Renaissance Center.

Sumner, who described her-
self as a cheerleader for Trigg 
County, said she is excited 
about the oppor tunity and 
looking for ward to working 
with the community and its 
various businesses.

Reach Tonya S. Grace at 270-887-
3240 or tgrace@kentuckynewera.
com.
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Employees of Trigg County Pub-
lic Schools are asking for a seat at 
the table when it comes to making 
decisions about returning to school 
in the midst of the ongoing COVID-
19 pandemic.

Local educator Brian Parker read 
a statement asking for input into the 
matter during Thursday’s school 

Employee 
letter shares 

concerns 
about 

coronavirus
Superintendent says 

vaccines available Thursday
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Another pretrial conference for 
former Trigg County Sheriff Jason 
Barnes will be held in February to 
enter his plea or set a 
trial date.

Wednesday’s pre-
trial conference was 
regarding charges 
that include tamper-
ing with a witness 
and unlawful trans-
action with a minor 
third degree.

David Rye, Barnes’ 
attorney, made the request for a 
second pretrial conference virtual-
ly at Trigg County Circuit Court 
Wednesday afternoon, noting that a 
civil lawsuit had been filed against 

Barnes’ second 
pretrial 

conference 
scheduled
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A tearful Suzie Henry stood 
before Cadiz City Council 
members during last week’s 
special-called meeting in the 
council chambers at Cadiz 
City Hall.

“If (Gov. Andy Beshear) 
shuts us down again, I’m 
done,” said Henry, owner of 
the iconic Cadiz Restaurant 
that has called Main Street 
home for decades.

She shared a year beset by 
COVID-19, mandated closures 
from the governor, and her 
own battle with the virus, amid 
struggles to keep her employ-
ees working.

Cadiz Restaurant owner speaks to city council
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Suzie Henry (left), owner of Cadiz Restaurant, and Wanda Rogers, assistant manager of the restaurant, attend the Cadiz City Council 
meeting on Jan. 12 in the council chambers at Cadiz City Hall.

Councilman Frankie Phillips (far 
right) presided over the Cadiz 

City Council meeting last week, 
the first taking place in the 

council chambers in awhile.
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