
STATE

Convention center to host 
tournaments this fall
  Page A5

Comics ����������������������������� A16

Markets ���������������������������� A15

Nation ������������������������������A8-9

State ����������������������������������A3-7

Sports ������������������������A10-14

N E W S

Kentucky Extra
M O N D A Y ,  J U L Y  1 9 ,  2 0 2 1

P A X T O N  M E D I A  G R O U P

BASEBALL

‘Cowboy Keat’ rides  
into Madisonville 

Page A10

S P O R T S I N D E X

BY DAVID B. SNOW
DSNOW@PADUCAHSUN�COM

The McCracken Fiscal Cour t 
passed a resolution Monday declar-
ing McCracken County to be a Sec-
ond Amendment Sanctuary.

However, the commissioner who 
brought up the resolution did not 
intend to name the county as a sanc-
tuary, at least in the sense that the 
word is generally taken.

Commissioner Jeff Parker brought 
up the resolution at the fiscal court’s 
Monday meeting, although it was 
not on the agenda.

“It basically means that the three 
commissioners of the fiscal court — 
we stand behind the Second Amend-
ment and what it stands for,” he told 
The Sun on Wednesday. “We ask 
that the federal laws be followed and 

not changed, the state laws be fol-
lowed and not changed and the local 
laws be followed and not changed.

“The sanctuar y par t — that’s 
the part of not changing. We ask 
that it not be changed, that it be a 
sanctuary for what it is, the Second 
Amendment. We don’t want any-
thing to change.”

When he was told that a sanctuary 
is a place of refuge and protection 
or immunity from law — as sanc-
tuary cities limit their cooperation 
with federal immigration enforce-
ment agents in order to protect 
low-priority illegal immigrants from 
deportation, while still turning over 
those who have committed serious 
crimes — Parker said that was not 
the intent of the resolution.

“Oh, no,” Parker said. “Nothing 

like that.”
Asked how the resolution would 

af fect McCracken County, Park-
er said as long as the laws don’t 
change, there wouldn’t be any effect.

“We’ve got a resolution, which 
has no binding effect,” he said. “It 
just basically says what we as com-
missioners stand for, and we stand 
for the Second Amendment, and 
we want McCracken County to be a 
refuge or sanctuary for people who 
believe in the Second Amendment 
and stand behind it. We don’t want it 
to change.”

The issue was discussed at a 
January 2020 fiscal court meeting 
and no action was taken on it then, 
as Judge-Executive Craig Clymer 
deemed it unnecessary.

Is McCracken a true sanctuary for the Second Amendment?

DAVID B� SNOW | The Sun

A long display of firearms can be seen at Paducah Shoot-
er’s Supply on Cairo Road. The McCracken Fiscal Court on 
Monday approved a resolution making the county a Sec-
ond Amendment Sanctuary and stated support of the Sec-
ond Amendment, which guarantees the right to keep and 
bear arms.

BY JAMES MAYSE
MESSENGER-INQUIRER

A September event scheduled to be 
held in Muhlenberg County includes a 
lineup of conservative speakers, includ-
ing the Trump Administration’s first 
national security adviser and one of 
the attorneys who represented Trump 
in lawsuits after Trump lost the 2020 
presidential election.

The “For God & Country: A Reunion 
of We The People” rally will be held 
Sept. 10-11 at the Muhlenberg County 
Agriculture and Convention Center in 
Powderly.

The event is hosted by Brad Barton, 
who hosts a conservative talk show “Lil 
Talk Show” on the internet. Barton has 
a large following of over 125,000 people 
on Facebook.

Speakers include Michael Flynn, a 
former Army General who was national 
security adviser at the beginning of 
President Donald Trump’s first year 
of of fice. Flynn resigned and plead-
ed guilty of lying to the FBI in 2017 
regarding his contacts to a Russian 
official. Flynn was pardoned by Trump.

Also, Lin Wood, an attorney who 
represented Trump in post-election 
lawsuits in several states, is sched-
uled to appear at the event. Wood is 
facing possible sanctions in Michigan 
for claims of election fraud Trump’s 
attorneys made there, and is facing 
an ethics complaint in Arizona and an 
investigation in Georgia for his role 
in post-election lawsuits, according to 
media accounts.

Other speakers include Mike Lindell, 
CEO of the MyPillow company, who 
has become a prominent proponent of 
claims that Trump won the 2020 elec-
tion. and Candace Owens, a conserva-
tive media personality. Other speakers 
include the Rev. Greg Locke, John Di 
Lemme, Dr. Simone Gold, Barton and 
others.

Gold was charged for allegedly being 
involved in the Jan. 6 storming of the 
U.S. Capitol, and Lindell has claimed 
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I
n addition to warmth in the 
winter months, quilts are often 
given as gifts to commemorate 

fond memories. From vacations to 
sporting events — and everything 
in between — quilts can serve 
many purposes.

The “Carryin’ on the Tradition XI” 
quilt exhibit will be on display in the 
Anne P. Baker Gallery through Sept. 
3. This is the eleventh show by the 
Piecemakers Quilt Club of Hopkins 
County and will feature a variety of 
special projects. Additionally, the 
exhibit will include quilts and items 
made by members of the club.

Marsha Hardin, a member of the 
local quilt club and the chairperson 
for the show, said the quilts are 
as different and individual as the 
person who makes them.

“We do have traditional quilts,” 
she said. “We have quilters who are 
branching out of their comfort zone 
into a more modern zone, art-type 
quilts, and it is really good to see 
the renewal of art in the skill of 
quilting.”

One special quilt that came to 
Hardin’s mind, though it is one of 
the smaller quilts, is a collaboration 
between a club member, Sharon 
Boughman, and her 11-year-old 
granddaughter, Elliana.

“One of our member’s 

granddaughters drew the pictures 
of the dress and picked the fabric, 
and Sharon made the quilt from 
that,” said Hardin. “Which is great 
because our mission is to promote 
all forms of quilting and to cultivate 
future quilters.”

She said the club has quilters of all 
ages. Those in their 30’s and up to 
one who is not even a teenager yet.

“Anybody can quilt, we are seeing 
more and more young people 
getting into now,” said Hardin. “We 
are excited when young people are 
interested.”

She said a lot of women will start 
quilting when they are expecting 
their first grandchild.

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE Quilts galore on display at fine arts center

Jodi Camp/The Messenger

Marsha Hardin, a member of the Piecemakers Quilt Club of 
Hopkins County, points out different designs, techniques 
and fabrics used in the quilt.

BY DEREK OPERLE
DOPERLE@PADUCAHSUN�COM

I
n a landmark day for 
historic preservation, 
the African American 

Cultural Heritage Action 
Fund, a program of the 
National Trust for Historic 
Preservation, announced 

$3 million 
in grants 
to support 
40 dif ferent 
Black cultural 
sites and 
organizations, 
including two 
in western 
Kentucky, 
Thursday.

The Action Fund, 
founded in 2017, is headed 
by Paducah native Brent 
Leggs, who was overjoyed 
to be able to fund efforts in 
his hometown at the Hotel 
Metropolitan and in Marshall 
County at Cherokee State 
Resort Historic Park — each 
received a $50,000 grant.

The grants, Leggs said, 
“will both preserve our 
nation’s African-American 
historic sites and deepen 
our understanding of their 
collective impact on our lives 
in profoundly important 
ways.”

When looked at as a unit, 
the grants span space, time 
and geography to help craft 
“a beautiful, complex and 
unique story” and “a more 
accurate American narrative 
and identity.”

“Our goal is to present 
to the public an expansive 
and an often overlooked 
stories and places that help 
to fill gaps in the American 
narrative,” Leggs added. “It’s 

exciting for me to be able 
to help uplift and amplify 
Paducah’s Black history.”

•••
The Hotel Metropolitan, 

which stands on Oscar Cross 
Boulevard, was a beacon of 
Black culture throughout the 
20th century in Paducah. It’s 
primarily known for housing 
Black entertainers that 
traveled through the city on 
the Chitlin’ Circuit like Louis 
Armstrong, Duke Ellington 
and B.B. King.

Opened in 1908 by Maggie 
Steed, the hotel is “one of 
the last standing remnants 
from the early 20th century 
to help tell the story of Black 
female entrepreneurs,” Leggs 
said. “Even though it’s a 
local story, it’s connected to 
a national story — the green 
book. It’s great to be able to 
make an investment to help 
the hotel as well as the city 
renovate the Purple Room, 
which was the heartbeat of 
Paducah’s Black social life.”

The restoration of 
the Purple Room — a 
cinderblock building behind 
the main hotel — will be the 
main project funded by the 
grant. Believed to have been 
built in the 1930s, it was a 
rehearsal room for traveling 
bands and performers and 
a community gathering 
space for Black Paducahans 
through at least the 1960s, 
said Betty Dobson, the 
historical site’s director. She 
also believes it housed a 
gambling operation at some 
point and even a hotel hair 
shop and laundry pressing 
service.

The hotel closed up the 
space sometime in either the 
1960s or the 1970s, Dobson 
said, and began using it as a 
storage and catchall space. 
No pictures of the building as 
a performance space exist to 
Dobson’s knowledge.

Rosa Scott, the president 
of the Hotel Metropolitan’s 
board, was instrumental 

in helping the institution 
procure the grant.

“The reason why this 
grant is so special is that it’s 
allowing us to complete the 
hotel’s story,” Dobson said. 
“The hotel owner at the time 
that the Purple Room was 
built saw the need for the 
big bands that were traveling 
to have a place to rehearse 
before their gigs and she 
filled that.

“It was an outlet for Black 
artists to be able to give the 
very best performances while 
they were in town and then 
that became something that 
the community could rely on 
as well.”

There is no firm timeline 
for the start of Dobson’s 
efforts on the Purple Room 
as she would like to figure 
out more of the details 
surrounding the grant and, 
additionally, wait out the rise 
in construction materials’ cost 

FOR THE CULTURE
$100K in 

grants given 
to area Black 
historic sites
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Betty Dobson, the director of the Hotel Metropolitan, checks out the Purple Room — a rehearsal 
room for traveling bands and performers and a community gathering space for Black Paducahans 
from the 1930s to at least the 1960s at the historic hotel — which is now slated for restoration, 
thanks to a $50,000 grant received Thursday. The institution was among the 40 sites across the Unit-
ed States selected by the African American Cultural Heritage Action Fund for a preservation grant.

Brent Leggs
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