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FOR THE NEW ERA

Members of the Trigg Coun-
ty Board of Education debated 
the start of the 2020-2021 school 
year yet again during its regular 
meeting Thursday, considering a 
possible start after Labor Day in 
September.

But after much discussion, 
there were no changes in the 
recently-approved calendar that 
sets the first day for students as 
Aug. 26.

The current calendar, altered 
from an original Aug. 19 start 
date set in February, includes 
two days for a fall break 
in October, three days for 
Thanksgiving in Novem-
ber, Christmas and a full 
week of spring break.

Altering the calendar 
again would have meant 
removing the two days 
for fall break but would 
still have included the full 
week in April. A post-La-
bor Day start to school would 
have provided 1,066 instruction-
al hours, more than enough to 
satisfy the 1,062 hours that are 
required.

It would also have meant that 
first-graders whose area is part 

of construction updates in the 
school system would not have to 
move twice to accommodate that 

ongoing construction, as 
they will now.

Under a school calen-
dar revised yet again, 
students would have lost 
10 instructional days, and 
one board member said 
she couldn’t see losing 
those days. Board mem-
bers also expressed con-
cerns that the students 

haven’t taken part in a struc-
tured learning day for a while, 
something the educators said 
they believe that the youth need.

During Thursday’s meeting, 
officials also announced that the 
school system’s summer feed-

ing program for youth will end 
on Thursday, allowing time for 
cleaning and preparing the cafe-
teria for the new school year.

Additionally, two events that 
had been anticipated in coming 
weeks will be postponed until 
later. The Gala of Tables which 
traditionally welcomes teachers 
and staff back to school, won’t 
take place Aug. 24.

Instead organizers hope to 
have that event during the holi-
days.

And the board approved a 
motion on Thursday that will 
move an in-person graduation 
for 2020 seniors from Aug. 8 to 
Oct. 10.

Thursday’s meeting also 
included an announcement from 

longtime Trigg educator Beth 
Sumner stating her plans to 
retire Sept. 1.

“I know that it’s time for me to 
move on, and I’m excited to see 
what’s going to come as this dis-
trict moves forward,” she said.

For the past 16 years, Sumner, 
currently the district’s assistant 
superintendent of instruction, 
has worked at the central office.

Prior to that, she taught in the 
classroom and ser ved as the 
cheerleading coach for Trigg 
County Middle School.

Sumner said she has been 
blessed in her work as an edu-
cator and enjoyed working 
with the students, staf f and 
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Members of the Trigg Coun-
ty Hospital’s board of trustees 
discussed a need to increase its 
professional liability insurance 
during its meeting last week 
but ultimately decided to table 
a decision on the matter until 
the group can have an in-per-
son meeting.

Thursday’s meeting was a 
virtual session.

Chief  Executive Of f icer 
John Sumner said the hospital 
is doing a lot more surgeries 
and wants to have enough lia-
bility insurance in case some-
thing happens. He suggested 
$1 million per incident with a 
$3 million aggregate, but said 
he wanted the board’s advice 
about the matter.

“It’s not a lot of money if in 
fact we ever needed it,” said 
Sumner, recalling a hospital 
around Bowling Green that he 
said had an incident where the 
costs went well above its insur-
ance limit.

Sumner said the extra time 
made possible by tabling the 
issue will give board members 
a chance to think about the lia-
bility insurance and allow him 
to do research on other places.

The CEO also noted that 
the rental cost on the auto-
mated medication dispensing 
system the hospital uses has 
gone up, and the facility’s Sim-
plex board, an electronic fire 
alarm control panel, and its call 
light system are having some 
issues; he asked the board to 
approve the purchase of three 
pieces of equipment to resolve 
these issues, and his request was 
approved.

Board members likewise 
approved a measure to rent 
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April and May were par-
ticularly hard months for 
Helping Hands of Trigg 
County, the local organiza-
tion that offers a helping 
hand with utility bills and 
food donations for those in 
need in the community.

“There were twice the 
clients than we normally 
had,” said Phil Graham, 
a member of the group’s 
board of directors. “But at 
the same time, the dona-
tions during that time were 
extremely satisfying.”

The upsurge hit not long 
after the onset of COVID-
19 in the U.S. and else-
where, although Graham 
said he’s not sure if the 
increased numbers of peo-
ple were due to the pan-
demic.

Some people hadn’t got-
ten their paychecks, Gra-
ham said, while others 
were yet to receive their 
unemployment checks. 
Grocery stores were strug-
gling to keep toilet paper 
on their shelves, and Help-
ing Hands struggled for 

Offering Helping Hands during pandemic
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Above left: Martha Hilton of Cadiz helps fill bags with items donated by the community. Above right: A vol-
unteer helps load groceries into an individual’s vehicle last week at Helping Hands of Trigg County.
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Six seconds is the typ-
ical length of time peo-
ple spend looking 
at a piece of art 
work in a muse-
um, but Jason 
Sturgill suggests 
they spend lon-
ger looking at 
his works of art, 
now on display at 
the Janice Mason 
Ar t Museum in 
downtown Cadiz.

“What I want them to 
get out of it is (that) the 
pieces will grow with 
them over time,” Lexing-

ton resident Sturgill said 
of the impact he’d like 
his work to have.

“As they go back and 
look at it, they 
w i l l  p i c k  u p 
something new, 
and the piece 
c h a n g e s  o v e r 
time with them,” 
he shared during 
a n  i n t e r v i e w 
early last week.

Describing his 
ar tistic endeav-

ors as wild and kinetic, 
he notes that people see-
ing his pieces will look 

Sturgill shares his perspective of Trigg County exhibit
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Art pieces created by Jason Sturgill are on display at the Janice Mason Art Museum 
in Cadiz. The exhibit continues through Oct. 3, and visitors may drop by the muse-
um to see his work firsthand during museum hours from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday 
through Saturday and from 1 to 4 p.m. on Sundays. Face masks and social distanc-
ing are recommended.
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