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H
oliday music rang over 
the loud speaker as 
families took a whirl 

around the temporary 
ice-skating rink at the 
center of Hopkinsville early 
Friday.

Carol Huffman and 
her children, who moved 
to Hopkinsville over the 
summer from Ohio, took a 
break from home-schooling 
for an hour-and-a-half 
session on the ice.

Huffman said it was their 
second time ice skating, 
and she was glad they 
could do it in their new 
hometown.

“I love how there are 
so many opportunities for 
families to have fun here,” 
Huffman said, lacing up one 
of her daughters’ skates. 
“We just love it here.”

Eleanor Huffman, 7, was 
bundled up holding hands 
with her sisters, Nellie, 10, 
and Bethany, 5, and they 

tried to keep their balance 
on the ice.

“I really liked it,” Eleanor 
said. “I fell a few times.”

Hopkinsville native 
Sammie Rodgers slid 
around the ice with her son, 
Caden Gresham, 10, and 

daughter, Olivia Rodgers, 6.
“We wanted to have a 

day of fun, so we came to 
skate,” Rodgers said. “It 
was pretty cool and better 
than I expected.”

The 2,500-square-foot ice 
skating rink came together 
with the help of Hopkinsville 
Parks and Recreation and 
a company called Heart 
Breaker Entertainment, 
which put the ice rink 
together overnight 
Thursday in the parking lot 
of Founders Square.

Parks and Recreation 
Programs Coordinator 
Toby Hudson said there 
are still limited sessions 
available today and Sunday, 
but reservations are no 
longer available online.
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Skatin’ on the square

BY ZIRCONIA ALLEYNE

NEW ERA FEATURES EDITOR

Families 
slip, slide on 
downtown 

ice rink

Sisters Eleanor, Nellie and Bethany Huffman hold hands while skating on the ice Friday in 
Hopkinsville.

Photos by Zirconia Alleyne | New Era Features Editor

Families tryout the ice Friday afternoon at Skatin’ on the Square in Founders Square of Hopkinsville. The ice skating rink will 
be downtown through Sunday and sessions are still available for $10 per person.

Sammie Rodgers and her two children, Caden Gresham and 
Olivia Rodgers, steady themselves on the ice Friday in 
Founders Square. The family and other families reserved a 
session for $10 each on the temporary ice rink for the inau-
gural Skatin’ on the Square.

On the left wall in the sanctuary of Grace 
Episcopal Church stands a World War II 
memorial wall painted with the names of a 
few soldiers who gave their lives during the 
war as well as several names of veterans who 
served in the war.

The wall has become a kind of staple of 
the church sanctuary and has recently been 
restored to its former glory. The painting 
covers one of the many windows in the sanc-
tuary, stands somewhere between seven to 
nine feet tall and features three names of sol-
diers who lost their lives during WWII and 26 
names of those who served in the war. Under 
the names lies the insignias of the Army, Air 
Force and Navy.
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Local church 

restores WWII 

memorial wall
BY AVERY SEEGER

NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

Avery Seeger | Kentucky New Era

The Grace Episcopal Church’s World War II 
Memorial Wall was recently restored after years 
of wear and tear. The mural features the names 
of three men who lost their lives during the war 
and 26 other soldiers who served in the war. The 
mural was restored by two local artists and 
member of the church, Maia Ray and Elaine 
Steeley, who did it free of charge.

For more than 30 years, family members 
and veterans have joined a host of dignitaries 
to remember the 248 Fort Campbell soldiers 
who perished when the plane they were trav-
eling aboard crashed in Gander, Newfound-
land, during a return trip from a peace-keep-
ing mission in the Sinai Peninsula.

Each Dec. 12, they’ve gathered at the 
Task Force 3-502nd Memorial Park at Fort 
Campbell, surrounded by 248 Canadian sugar 
maple trees, each one representing a soldier 
who died in the crash.

But this year’s remembrance ceremo-
ny will be the last at the park on Scream-
ing Eagle Boulevard, which is being moved  

SEE MEMORIAL/PAGE A3

Post memorial 
to Gander crash 
victims moving
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