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Former Trigg County Sheriff 
Jason Barnes is slated to appear 
next month before Trigg County 
Circuit Judge C.A. Woodall to 
enter a plea or set a trial date 
in the matter related to charges 
that include tampering with a 
witness and unlawful transaction 
with a minor third degree.

The judge set a t ime of 
1:15 p.m. Jan. 13 for Barnes to 
enter his plea or set the trial 
date.

Barnes’ attorney, David Rye, 
asked to come before the judge 
again in Januar y, explaining 

that Alexander Garcia, the spe-
cial prosecutor in the case, has 
extended an offer.

Rye was with his client 
during the initial pre-trial 
conference that was con-
ducted vir tually before 
Woodall on Dec. 9; Gar-
cia also was on hand for 
that appearance before 
the judge.

“We’ll see where we 
are on this case at that 
time then,” Woodall said 
after hearing the request and 
scheduling the second pre-trial 
conference in January.

Barnes, who was sherif f of 

Trigg County from 2018 until 
his resignation on Aug. 31, 
was served an arrest warrant 

on Aug. 21 and indict-
ed by a grand jury that 
same month on charges 
that were related to his 
providing alcohol for a 
minor.

T h e  i n d i c t m e n t 
charged Barnes with 
knowingly making a 
false statement, or prac-
ticing any fraud or deceit 

with intent to affect witness tes-
timony, Barnes having known a 
person might be called as a wit-
ness in an of ficial proceeding. 

This offense took place on May 
14 in Trigg County.

Additionally, the second count 
of the indictment states that, on 
Feb. 28 in the county, Barnes 
committed the offense of unlaw-
ful transaction with a minor 
third degree when he “knowing-
ly gave or procured any alcohol 
or malt beverage in any form 
to or for a minor” while acting 
in a capacity other than a retail 
licensee.

The first count of tampering 
with a witness is a Class D fel-
ony, while the second count 
of unlawful transaction with a 
minor is a Class A misdemeanor.

Barnes’ arrest and indictment 
came following an investigation 
of the Trigg County sherif f ’s 
of fice for criminal misconduct 
by the Kentucky State Police 
and Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation.

Barnes was elected sheriff in 
Trigg County in 2018 when he 
defeated incumbent Ray Bur-
nam.

He previously had been a 
police of ficer with the City of 
Hopkinsville.

Reach Tonya S. Grace at 270-887-
3240 or tgrace@kentuckynewera.
com.
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The Trigg County School Board 
heard reports from the district’s 
four principals during its meeting 
on Thursday night, with Trigg 
County Middle School Principal 
Amy Breckel noting that scores 
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Jonathan R. McCoy, the man 
arrested for the September mur-
der of Thelma N. Barnett, entered 
a not guilty plea in the case during 
an appearance in Trigg County 
District Court.

McCoy appeared for arraign-
ment on Dec. 1 before Trigg Coun-
ty District Judge Natalie White.

Cour t of f ic ials said White 
appointed a public defender to han-
dle the case.

McCoy, 42, of Cadiz, was to 
have had a preliminary hearing on 
Tuesday before Trigg County Dis-
trict Judge Jamus Redd, but that 
hearing has been continued until 
10 a.m. Dec. 22.
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As a child growing up in the coal 
mine country of southeastern Ohio, 
Stephan Sherrick had few lights at 
his own home during the holidays.

“We didn’t do very much at my 
house for Christmas lights or any-
thing,” observed Sherrick, who 
now lives on Herndon Circle in 
rural Cadiz. “We just couldn’t. It 
wasn’t part of our budget.”

But his family did do one thing 
that suitably impressed young 
Sherrick, traveling to Zanesville, 
Ohio, to see the Christmas lights.

“I always said I wanted to do 
something like that,” he said.

He got his start when he was in 
the U.S. Navy in Jacksonville, Fla.

His displays were a lot smaller 
then and grew with the years.

Eventually Sherrick retired from 
the Navy, became involved in auto-
motive manufacturing and moved 
to the local community.

This year marks his 19th display 
in Cadiz, featuring 100,000 lights 
and whimsical characters like a 
dinosaur hatching from an egg and 
pigs �ying a sleigh alongside more 
traditional �gures like angels and 
candles.

Sherrick debuted his display on 
Thanksgiving night, and it will end 
on New Year’s Eve; visitors are 
invited to see it nightly from 4:30 
to 10.

Sherrick noted that the activity 
is particularly suited to COVID-19 
since families can stay in their cars, 

listen to the music and enjoy the 
lights. They don’t have to worry 
about wearing masks or social dis-
tancing.

It takes Sherrick several months 
to create his displays each year.

Beginning in August he’ll get 
something out of storage and walk 
it around his property to �nd the 
right place. Sherrick knows what 
items he has, and he said he tries 
to group some similar things 
together.

He does most of the work him-
self, although he had the help of 
Seth Baker this year, hiring Baker 
to help for a couple of days. Sher-
rick suffered from heat stroke in 
the summer and was unable to 
work on the display for the two 
weeks he was in the hospital.

But it was up and running by his 
deadline on Thanksgiving night.

Sherrick noted that his pastime is 
a year-round hobby, including plan-
ning for the displays, purchasing 
new items and designing and weld-
ing new items that will be a part of 
the displays in the future.

He said 2020 has been a good 
year for visitors, with 200 cars 
showing up each night to see the 
lights and listen to accompanying 
music.

“This is something that I can 
do to look forward to Christmas,” 
noted Sherrick, who adds that it’s 
reward enough for him to hear 
someone laugh and have a good 

Christmas lights brighten night skies
Photos provided

Stephan Sherrick’s display of Christmas lights helps to brighten the night skies in Cadiz.

This dinosaur and her hatchling are a favorite among 
visitors at Sherrick’s home.

These Christmas ornaments and trees are among 
100,000 lights decorating Stephan Sherrick’s yard this 
holiday season.
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