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As COVID-19 numbers con-
tinue declining, local of ficials 
are of fering a little something 
for residents who have endured 
months of canceled events and 
staying indoors because of the 
coronavirus.

Bill Stevens, executive direc-
tor of the Cadiz-Trigg County 
Tourist and Convention Com-
mission, announced during the 
commission’s meeting on May 
11 its plans for an upcoming fes-
tival.

“Summer in the Park” will be 

10 a.m. to 5 p.m. June 12 at West 
Cadiz Park and will include arts 
and crafts vendors, limited musi-
cians and limited food trucks 
to ensure a safe event for those 
who attend.

Social distancing is also being 
utilized, and Stevens added that 
being outdoors will help with 
health concerns related to the 
coronavirus. As of now, people 
attending the event are being 
asked to wear masks, although 
Stevens said they won’t have to 
if Gov. Andy Beshear lifts that 
mandate.

The event will  also have 

old-fashioned games like sack 
races, a water balloon toss and 
hula hoop contests.

“We think everyone is wanting 
to get out and experiment a little 
bit,” noted the executive direc-
tor of what he described as “just 
a small event” that he said will 
allow people to get their feet wet 
as they venture back out in the 
aftermath of the coronavirus.

“We were wanting to do some-
thing,” he said.

The recent commission meet-
ing also included an announce-
ment that Cindy Sholar, Stevens’ 
administrative assistant at the 

tourist commission, is retiring 
on May 28.

The executive director noted 
that, with Sholar’s retirement, 
he and Jamie Lewis, one of his 
assistants, will be handling 
duties in the tourism of fice. 
Additionally, Stevens said anoth-
er person will be coming into the 
office each Wednesday, which is 
Lewis’ day off.

Stevens said he doesn’t want 
to rush into filling the vacant 
administrative assistant position 
since he won’t know what the 
tourist commission’s revenues 
will be.

During last week’s meeting, 
he also presented a proposed 
budget $372,500 budget for the 
upcoming 2021-2022 fiscal year, 
asking commission members to 
review the budget to see if any 
changes are needed. If not, the 
director said he will present it 
as a final budget to be voted on 
in June.

Among other things, Stevens 
noted that the tourism commis-
sion has had a little bit of an 
increase in the transient room 
tax, but he said there has been 

‘Summer in the Park’ festival set for June
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Lots of flour, lots and lots 
of flour, makes anywhere 
from 12 to 16 pans of dough.

The dough is enough for 
a 10 1/2-foot wide ham bis-
cuit — the world’s largest. It 
takes a forklift truck to put 
this biscuit in the oven.

“We cut it into squares,” 
noted Gary Rocca, one of the 
directors of Helping Hands, 
which ever y year makes 
the oversized biscuit for the 
annual Trigg County Coun-
try Ham Festival.

“We slice it down the 

Ham 

festival 

returns  

Oct. 8-9
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The man indicted in the 
September 2020 murder of 
Cadiz resident Thelma Bar-
nett has a new appearance 
before Trigg County Circuit 
Judge C.A. Woodall.

J o n a t h a n  R .  M c C o y 
appeared vir tually before 
Woodall on May 12; he 
was to have taken part in a 
pre-trial conference related 
to multiple charges in Bar-
nett’s death. However, Wood-
all said McCoy had one new 
charge on which he hadn’t 
yet been arraigned, and he 

New court 
date  

set for 
McCoy
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O n g o i n g  b u i l d i n g 
upgrades to  the Jan-
ice Mason Ar t Museum 
are drawing to a close, 
with improvements to 
the restrooms, storage 
hallway and other areas 
expected to be complete in 
coming weeks.

M u s e u m  E x e c u t i v e 
Director Joan Demers said 
the deadline for the work 
is mid-June.

“It’s definitely a large 
upgrade, and we’re glad 
to have the accessibility to 
the building,” said Demers 
of  improvements that 
include adding a second 
restroom and making both 
restrooms handicap acces-
sible, adding a wheelchair 
ramp and lengthening a 
parking space at the side 
of the museum so it can 
accommodate a handicap 
van.

Demers said the proj-
ect was funded through a 
$340,227 block grant from 
the Pennyrile Area Devel-
opment District.

Additionally, the muse-
um provided a 10% match, 
or $35,000, toward the 
project.

McKinney Constr uc-
tion Co., of Kentucky Inc., 
located in Murray, is doing 
the work.

Demers noted that the 
museum has a lot of elder-
ly patrons as well as youth 
who have dif ficulty with 
the stairs at the building, 
and she said the facility 
has had to “make do” with 
only one restroom.

The improvements to 
the museum, which was 
built in 1938, are help-
ing modernize it, said 
Demers, who noted that 
additional goals for the 
future include a theater.

Adding a theater adja-
cent to the museum would 
provide a location for the 
facility’s yearly “Dining 
with the Dearly Depart-
ed” production as well as 
its summer production 

Upgrades to art museum almost complete

By Tonya S. Grace/Cadiz Record staff writer

Joan Demers (left), executive director of the Janice Mason Art Museum, and Paul Fourshee stand near a man-
hole cover at the museum’s handicap accessible entrance. The cover was custom made by Kentucky Machine 
and Engineering in Cadiz. Fourshee is chairman of the museum’s building committee and a museum board 
member. SEE ART/PAGE A2
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