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Former Trigg County Sher-
if f  Jason Bar nes has been 
arraigned in Trigg County Cir-
cuit Court and has a pre-trial 
conference scheduled for 1 p.m. 
Nov. 12 before Trigg County Cir-
cuit Judge C.A. Woodall in the 
circuit courtroom.

Barnes, who resigned his 
position as sheriff effective Aug. 
31, appeared before Woodall for 

his arraignment on Sept. 9 on 
charges of tampering with a wit-
ness and on unlawful transaction 
with a minor in the third 
degree.

A warrant of arrest for 
Barnes was issued and 
served on Aug. 21, and 
a cash bail of $2,500 was 
posted on that same day. 
The Trigg County Grand 
Jury returned an indict-
ment against Bar nes 
charging him with know-
ingly making a false statement, 
or practicing any fraud or deceit 
with intent to affect witness tes-
timony, Barnes having known 

a person might be called as a 
witness in an official proceeding.

The indictment states that this 
of fense took place on 
May 14 in Trigg County.

Additionally, the sec-
ond count of the indict-
ment states that, on Feb. 
28 in the county, Barnes 
committed the of fense 
of unlawful transaction 
with a minor third degree 
when he “knowingly gave 
or procured any alcohol 

or malt beverage in any form 
to or for a minor” while acting 
in a capacity other than a retail 
licensee.

The first count of tampering 
with a witness is a Class D fel-
ony, while the second count 
of unlawful transaction with a 
minor is a Class A misdemeanor.

Trigg County Judge-Executive 
Hollis Alexander had received 
a letter early last month notify-
ing him of Barnes’ intention to 
resign as sheriff.

The former sheriff did not say 
in the letter why he was resign-
ing, but his of fice had more 
recently been the subject of a 
criminal misconduct investiga-
tion involving both the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation and Ken-
tucky State Police.

A member of the KSP, Brett 
Miller, is listed in court docu-
ments as a complaining witness 
in the ongoing case against the 
former sheriff.

Barnes had won election to 
the county’s top law enforce-
ment post in 2018, defeating 
incumbent Trigg County Sheriff 
Ray Burnam in the primary elec-
tion.

He previously had been a 
police of ficer with the City of 
Hopkinsville.

Reach Tonya S. Grace at 270-887-
3240 or tgrace@kentuckynewera.
com.
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The T rigg County Fiscal 
Cour t has approved an expen-
diture report that Trigg County 
Judge-Executive Hollis Alexander 
described as one of the lowest the 
court has had in quite a while.

The net balance for the report 
dated as of Sept. 4, 2020, was 
$47,853.68.
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It’s a really nice place, said 
Joseph Watson, one of the 
partners in the Cadiz RV Park 
slated to open later this fall.

The park on Rocky Ridge 
Road has amenities like a bath-
house, laundry and showers, 
and it has the opportunity for 

further expansion and of fer-
ings like a swimming pool later 
on.

“We’re always on an adven-
ture to do something,” said 
Watson, whose latest under-
taking with his partners is the 
10-acre plus site that offers 102 
rental spots for campers who 
can come visit for a while or 

stay year-round if they prefer.
Watson said the park should 

open by early- to mid-October.
The venue is reaching out 

particularly to travelers inter-
ested in Lake Barkley, those 
coming through on their way 
to Florida and visitors interest-
ed in dining establishments in 
the area.

The park’s website, cadiz-
rvpark.com, mentions several 
including Cadiz Family Restau-
rant, Cap’n Jim’s Grill, Harper 
House and Triplets BBQ, fea-
turing pulled pork and brisket.

Watson notes that a lot of 
campgrounds are full right 

Cadiz RV Park expected to open next month

Tonya S. Grace | Cadiz Record

This bathhouse on the property of the new Cadiz RV Park is one of the amenities that will be available to renters frequenting the park.
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Trigg County Public Schools 
has approved a measure that 
will leave the tax rate the same 
as last year in the district, 
choosing to keep the rate at 
55.1 cents per $100 of assessed 
valuation for real and personal 
property.

The decision came during 
the school board’s meeting 
Thursday night.

Holly Greene, the finance 

officer for the district, noted 
that school of ficials under-
stand the economic hardships 
homeowners are facing in the 
midst of the coronavirus pan-
demic, and she said that is 
why the district decided not to 
change the rate.

Officials have scheduled a 
public forum on the rate, with 
that forum set for 5:30 p.m. 
Sept. 30 at the little theater of 
Trigg County High School.

James Mangels, director of 

personnel and student support 
services, also noted that the 
school system has an enroll-
ment for the 2020-2021 school 
year of 1,881 students in kin-
dergarten through grade 12 
including 618 high school 
students, 458 middle school 
youth, 406 intermediate and 
399 primary youth.

Mangels said that figure 
reflects a decrease of 49 stu-
dents from the previous year.

The director added that 

the Trigg Tots early child-
hood center opened Aug. 21 
and received no deficiencies 
following an inspection by the 
state Department of Childcare 
Services.

The program is for any 
school system employee or 
student who has a need for 
child care assistance.

The board members also 
heard from Mike Nicholson, 

Trigg school system to leave tax rate unchanged

SEE RV/PAGE A4

SEE TAX/PAGE A4 SEE COURT/PAGE A2

BY TONYA S. GRACE

CADIZ RECORD STAFF WRITER

Bicentennial activities for Trigg 
County have pretty much been a 
washout in 2020, the year that had 
been slated to celebrate the com-
munity’s 200th year with a variety 
of events, said Bill Stevens, the 
executive director for the Cadiz-
Trigg County Tourist Commis-
sion, during that group’s recent 
meeting.

“From what I understand, we’re 
going to reschedule (those) activ-
ities and do them next year,” 
he said during a vir tual meet-
ing of the commission that took 
place Thursday via Zoom Video 
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