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TODAY’S FORECAST INDEXDEATHS

Mostly sunny and 

seasonably warm

High 75; Low 64 
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Packers’ LaFleur mum on Bakhtiari injury — Page C1
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Robert “Bob” Paul 
Laughlin, 81, of Bris-
tol, died on Tuesday.

Diane “Kim” Beam, 
77, of Sarasota, 

Fla., died on Sept. 3.

For a complete list-
ing of obituaries, see 
Page A5.

BY DAVE FIDLIN

KENOSHA NEWS
CORRESPONDENT

BURLINGTON — When it 
comes to the environmental 
impact of Foxconn’s develop-
ment in Mount Pleasant, there 
are more questions than an-
swers right now, according to a 
regional planning group.

Kevin Muhs, executive 
director of the Southeastern 
Wisconsin Regional Planning 
Commission, or SEWRPC, led 
a discussion Thursday night 
in Burlington of his agency’s 
review of Foxconn’s plans.

The forum was hosted by the 
Seno K/RLT Conservancy and 
Geneva Lake Conservancy.

Refraining from weighing 
in on the thorny issues of tax 
incentives and other controver-
sial topics linked to the Tai-
wanese-based electronics fi rm, 
Muhs limited his presentation to 
stormwater management, use of 
Lake Michigan water and related 
issues.

As he shared information on 
the reviews that have, and will 
continue, to take place, Muhs 
said Foxconn — ranked the 27th 
largest company internationally 
by Fortune magazine in 2017 
— is not receiving any special 
treatment as work on the Mount 
Pleasant campus occurs.

“Foxconn is being treated the 
same when it comes to air qual-

Many unknowns 

remain about

environmental 

impact of

Foxconn project

BY JEFFREY ZAMPANTI

jzampanti
@kenoshanews.com

A multi-million dollar 
restoration project taking 
place at one of downtown’s 
most iconic buildings re-
mains on schedule to open 
next spring.

The nearly 
22,000-square-foot commer-
cial building — located on 
the northeast corner of 
Seventh Avenue and 58th 
Street — will be occupied 
on the fi rst fl oor by Public 
Craft Brewing Co., with a 
wedding-banquet venue 
planned for the second 
story.

It will be branded as 
The Barden, preserving 
the name of the original 

occupant: Barden’s De-
partment Store.

In January, the 1911 
building was purchased by 
Witico Development Corp. 
from the city of Kenosha 
for $1 with conditions of 
a $3.5 million redevelop-
ment.

The building sat mostly 
vacant since 1985 when 
Barden’s Department 
Store relocated across 
the street into the Alford 
Building, 702 58th St. 
Omega Candle Factory 
operated at the site until 

its 2006 closure.
“We’re delighted,” 

said Mike Wimmer, chief 
executive offi cer of Witico. 
“It’s been very gratifying 
to take one of these iconic, 
historic structures that’s 
been dead and buried for 
15 years and bring it back 
to life.”

Public Craft Brewing 
Co., 716 58th St., is located 
one block west of its future 
address and is in dire need 
of expansion, according 
to Public founder Matt 
Geary.

The new location will 
nearly quadruple Public’s 
brewing capacity and 
include a full kitchen and 

The Barden is coming this spring
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Witico Development Corp. is renovating the building on the corner of Seventh 
Avenue and 58th Street. It will be occupied on the fi rst fl oor by Public Craft 
Brewing Co., with a wedding-banquet venue planned for the second story.

Multi-million dollar restoration downtown is progressing

BY JEFFREY ZAMPANTI

jzampanti
@kenoshanews.com

Sunshine — and a collective 
sigh of relief — arrived Friday 
afternoon after consecutive 
bouts of heavy rainfall fl ooded 
the area and pushed the city’s 
sewer system beyond its capac-
ity.

More than an inch of rain sat-
urated the ground on Wednes-
day before back-to-back days 
of powerful storms dumped 
approximately 6 more inches.

The accumulation fl ooded 

local basements, parks and 
roadways and fi lled the city’s 
water treatment plant and 
equalization basin.

In a last-ditch emergency 
effort, the collection system 
bypassed into Lake Michigan 
around 4:30 a.m. Friday, accord-
ing to the city’s water utility 
manager Curt Czarnecki.

“We pushed it as hard as we 
could,” Czarnecki said. “We 

couldn’t physically force it 
through our plant or basin.”

Czarnecki said there is an in-
terconnection between the san-
itary sewer and storm sewer. 
When it reaches a certain level, 
the water automatically routes 
into Lake Michigan.

However, due to the record-
high water levels on Lake 
Michigan, the fl oodgates must 
be opened manually instead of 
by a self-release mechanism.

City crews prepped the area 
on Thursday in case of poten-
tial, emergency fl ooding.

“Our wastewater staff did an 
excellent job,” Czarnecki said. 
“They were running the plant 
at maximum capacity early on 
Wednesday in preparation for 
this. They squeezed every gal-
lon of capacity out of our plants 
and equalization basin.”

Petrifying Springs Park 
closed Friday morning due 
to heavy fl ooding. While the 
north end of the park remained 
blocked off throughout the day, 
the Petrifying Springs Biergar-

More heavy rain hits city
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Cars splash through standing water on Highway H south of Highway S on Friday morning.

Flooding pushes Kenosha sewer system beyond capacity

See THE BARDEN, Page A5

See FLOODING, Page A5 See FOXCONN, Page A5

See more photos of the 
progress being made on 
The Barden at 
kenoshanews.com

See more local fl ooding pho-
tos online at kenoshanews.

com

24 mo. Lease (Giulia $3,999 down payment + $389 first mo. Payment + $1,000 Alfa Lease Cash + $1,000 Alfa Bonus= $6,388 due at signing.)(Stelvio $3,999 down payment + $399 first mo. Payment + $1,000 Alfa Lease Cash + $1,000
Alfa Bonus= $6,398 due at signing.)Leases are 10,000 miles per year. Add tax, title, license, and dealer service fees. Security deposit is waived with approved credit. Manufacturer incentives/rebates applied. Everyone qualifies. Vehicles
in this advertisement are for illustration purposes inly and may not reflect the actual color, model, or options of the vehicles for sale. Everyone qualifies. The Dealer is not responsible for any typographical errors in this advertisement. Expires 9/30/19.

5309 75th St. (Hwy 50) Kenosha, WI • 262-697-3100 • palmenalfaromeo.comA L FA ROMEO

2019 ALFA ROMEO

GIULIA TI SPORT AWD

2019 ALFA ROMEO

A L FA ROMEO

Stk# F1911 Stk# F1931

$389^
per month

24 month lease

2019 ALFA ROMEO

STELVIO SPORT AWD

$399^
per month

24 month
lease
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