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TODAY INDEX

Couple of late-night storms

DEATHS
Carol Louise Beranis, 71, 
died Tuesday.

Lowell L. Lemmerhirt, 85, 
of Randall, died Tuesday.

Marjorie A. Smelzer, 72, of 
Paddock Lake, died Monday.

Albert Hernandez, 47, of 
Kenosha, died Friday.
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‘Edison Lee’ is 

back! Read about it 

in Liz Snyder’s column

Residents gather 

for 2 vigils 
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BY JEFFREY ZAMPANTI

jzampanti@kenoshanews.com

The Highway KR expansion 
project is moving forward.

After receiving plat approval 
from the Kenosha County Board 
in April, the Racine County Board 
followed with a 19-2 vote on Tues-
day to pass a land acquisition res-
olution to widen a 2.8-mile stretch 
on Highway KR from Highway H 
to Old Green Bay Road.

The resolutions need fi nal 
approval from the state Depart-
ment of Administration.

“The major hurdles are 
cleared, with both boards ap-
proving the plat plan,” Director 
of Kenosha County Public Works 
Ray Arbet said. “That’s basically 
what sets the table to develop the 
design for construction.”

The project, estimated to cost 
$30 million to $50 million, is 
being funded by the Wisconsin 
Department of Transportation. 
It was proposed to support the 
Foxconn development, which is 
planned north of Highway KR 
between I-94 and Highway H.

Highway KR will soon become 
a six-lane highway from I-94 to 
Highway H. Offi cials decided 
to expand the highway east of 
Highway H to avoid a bottleneck 
that would result from the road-
way going from six lanes to two.

That would be a huge liability 
and a civil engineering night-
mare, according to Arbet.

Residents opposed
The project received plenty 

of opposition from Somers and 
Mount Pleasant residents living 
along Highway KR. About two 
dozen property owners are in 
line to lose either a portion or all 
of their property.

Arbet said all fi ve of the 
“full-take” properties are on the 
Racine County side of the road.

“Obviously, it’s going to 
radically change the landscape 
for the folks who live along 
Highway KR,” Arbet said. “It 
won’t be a two-lane country road 
anymore.

“The folks that are directly 
affected are very concerned, 
and understandably so. For the 
larger part of both communi-
ties, what is going to happen 
is not only an improvement 
from a safety standpoint but 

an improvement in economical 
development and public infra-
structure.”

First phase progressing
The fi rst phase of the High-

way KR project, from I-94 to 
Highway H, is progressing 
nicely, according to Arbet.

The three westbound lanes are 
expected to be fi nished in July, 
with the entire project completed 
before the end of this year.

The second phase of the 
project, from Highway H to Old 
Green Bay Road, is expected to 
begin in late 2020.

“We’ll move into design 
development, formal construc-
tion-level drawings, enter nego-
tiations with property owners 

for right-of-way acquisitions and 
take care of any utility issues,” 
Arbet said. “All of that has to be 
done before construction starts.”

Residents expressed concerns 
about the future speed limit on 
Highway KR. Many suggested 
it be lowered to 35 mph or even 
25 mph from Highway H to Old 
Green Bay Road.

That’s not realistic or safe, 
according to Arbet.

“People will drive the speed 
that’s appropriate for the 
roadway,” Arbet said. “People 
think that lowering the speed 
limit creates a safer condition 
when in reality it often creates 
unsafe conditions. Lowering the 
speed limit would create a lot of 
cutting and weaving, and that’s 
when accidents happen.”

Hwy. KR project gets green light
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For more than eight decades, 
the Palmen name and automo-
biles have been synonymous in 
Kenosha.

On Wednesday, the venerable 
dealership reached another 
milestone in its history, hon-
ored for selling Chryslers in the 
Kenosha area for 50 consecutive 
years.

Executives from Fiat 
Chrysler Automobiles stopped 
by Palmen’s 75th Street dealer-
ship to deliver a plaque com-
memorating the golden anni-
versary. FCA, based in London, 
is Chrysler’s corporate parent.

For Andy Palmen, a 
third-generation family mem-
ber leading the operation, the 
milestone is a moment to pause 
and bask in the dealership’s 
deep history, while simultane-
ously looking to the future.

“We need to celebrate these 
kinds of things,” said Palmen, 

who is celebrating 30 years at 
the helm of the dealership.

It all started in 1936 when 
Palmen’s grandfather, Howard 

Palmen, established a gas 
station and auto repair facility 
— initially near the modern-day 
Reuther High School, and later 
at a site on Roosevelt Road.

“My grandfather was con-
sidered an innovator, and my 
father was more of a pioneer,” 
Palmen said.

Along the way, auto sales 
became a part of the operation 
— initially with a few vehicles, 
and, over time, growing to the 
full-fl edged operation Palmen is 
today. In addition to Chrysler 
and Fiat, Palmen Motors sells 
Dodge, Jeep and Ram.

Chrysler became a part of 
the Palmen name in 1969 — a 
year before Howard died and 
the business was passed on to 
Palmen’s dad, Ron, and uncle, 
Roger.

The second-generation sib-
lings ran the business for two 
decades before Andy took the 
helm.

As he refl ected on the deal-

ership’s history Wednesday, 
Palmen rattled off a number 
of economic factors that could 
have toppled the family busi-
ness, going as far back to World 
War II and including to the 
economic downturn of a decade 
ago.

“I think the car business 
is exciting,” Palmen said. 
“There’s always new models. It 
keeps it interesting. But there 
are defi nitely ups and downs in 
the market.”

Palmen, whose dealership 
employs nearly 300, attributes 
its longevity to a steady, but 
progressive approach that re-
members the dealership’s roots, 
yet keeps an eye toward the 
future, Palmen said.

“Great employees and 
loyal customers have kept us 
running,” Palmen said. “We 
wouldn’t be who we are without 
repeat customers. We’ve been 
able to support the community 
that supports us.”

Golden moments: Palmen recognized for 50 years of  selling Chryslers
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Eric Johnson, left, regional manager for Fiat Chrysler Automo-
biles, presents Andy Palmen, president of Palmen Motors, with 
a commemorative plaque marking 50 years in business as a 
Chrysler dealership during a ceremony on Wednesday. Behind 
them is a 2020 Jeep Gladiator.

BY JAMES LAWSON

jlawson@kenoshanews.com

The 2019 annual State 
of the Downtown event 
drew a record crowd of 
business owners and res-
idents who learned how 
entrepreneurship and 
well-orchestrated plans 
are the driving forces 
behind the growth of the 
city’s central business 
district.

“Kenosha’s down-
town is retro and cool. 
It’s a great destination,” 
Heather Wessling Grosz, 
the outgoing president of 
Downtown Kenosha Inc., 
told an audience of 250 
who attended the evening 
event at the Stella Hotel 
& Ballroom. “The more 
we appreciate downtown, 
the more valuable it 
becomes.”

One of the city’s values 
is the newly-designed 
Stella, 5706 Eighth Ave., 
that grew out of the 
dilapidated shell that once 
was the Heritage House. 
The building also previ-
ously served as the center 
for the Elks Club. It was 
renovated and expanded 
by Gorman & Company, 
honored Wednesday with 
the 2018 Best Preservation 
Project award for its work 

on the hotel.
Other 2018 award 

winners included Judy 
Rossow, owner of the 
Copy Center for being the 
most infl uential business 
owner; Erik Bedore as the 
Volunteer of the Year; and 
Maria Caravati, owner of 
the Equinox for the best 
facade.

DKI, one of Wisconsin’s 
40 designated Main Street 
communities, adminis-
tered several programs 
that produced record 
results in 2018.

The facade improve-
ment grant program, for 
example, raised $52,000, 
dispersed $33,675 and has 
had 44 applicants who 
have used program funds 
to make improvements to 
their storefronts, accord-
ing to statistics released 
by DKI.

Keynote speaker Lyneir 
Richardson, chief exec-
utive offi cer of Chicago 
TREND, a resource for 
real estate developers, 
retailers and community 
development organiza-
tions, detailed some of 
his experiences helping 
businesses fi nd funding 
for promoting develop-

See DOWNTOWN, Page A5

Going to the dogs
More than 40 pre-kindergarten 

students at Jane Vernon Elementary 
School hold up the gift bags of do-

nations for the Safe Harbor Humane 
Society shelter at the school on 

Wednesday. They collected treats, 
collars and toys to distribute to 

people adopting dogs, like visitor 
Mable at lower left and in the image 
at right. It was the culmination of a 

yearlong study of dogs and how they 
contribute to the community. Stu-

dents solicited donations and made 
dog toys out of old blankets.
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Students learn about dogs’ contributions — and then contribute!
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back! Read about it 
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