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 It was a great day for a home-
coming.

That was the general consensus 
at the dedication of the new Sha-
lom Center food pantry Thursday 
morning at 4314 39th Ave.

Celebrations consisted of a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony followed 
by self-guided tours of the new 
food pantry and warehouse.

“This is a great day for our com-
munity,” declared John Collins, 
Shalom Center board president. 
“It is a great day for nearly 10,000 
families who rely on this food pan-
try for food on a continuing basis.”

The opening represents a con-
solidation of services for the 
Shalom Center, with all of its 
programs now under one roof. To 
reflect this, the dedication was 
dubbed “One Roof, One Family, 
One Home, Our Shalom Home-
coming.” 

“We are finally, finally, under 
one roof with our shelter and food 
programs,” said Tamarra Coleman, 
Shalom Center executive director 
as she addressed a capacity crowd 
standing between the food pantry 
shelves.

In 2019, the food pantry offered 
up 1.2 million pounds of food in 
outreach to 9,800 Kenosha house-
holds, Coleman said.

“This (new) pantry represents 
our missions, our vision and our 
values,” she said. “We’re stronger 
and better.”

Pastor Brit Windel of Daybreak 
Church gave a blessing to the new 
space, emphasizing that “shalom” 
means “peace and flourishing in 
fullness.”

Making it a reality 
Coleman and Collins thanked 

many of those responsible for the 
renovation of the space, including 
Bane Nelson, primary contractor; 
Ken Winius, Shalom Center and 
food pantry project manager; and 
Five Star Movers, a local moving 
company that helped set up the 
new pantry.

“Thanks for making this a re-
ality,” said Kenosha Mayor John 
Antaramian.

“This is a wonderful day with all 
of you and the community coming 
together,” said Jenny Tunkieicz, 
chief of staff for Kenosha County 
Executive Jim Kreuser.

Lou Molitor, president of the 
Kenosha Area Chamber of Com-
merce, presided over the ribbon 
cutting by Coleman.

“For chamber members, rib-
bon cutting is the most fun thing 
because we are celebrating the 

opening of a new business; this 
is especially true for the Shalom 
Center pantry,” he said.

Coleman noted that the home-
coming theme — from advertis-
ing to refreshments — had been 
created and executed by the 2020 
class of Leadership Kenosha, a 
professional development pro-
gram.

She quipped that the day even 
had a homecoming court as Little 
Miss Wisconsin Evangeline Azure, 
4, was in attendance.

Azure will participate in na-
tional competition in July, said her 
mother, Brandy Pearson.

“We are big supporters of the 
Shalom Center,” Pearson said.

10,000 square feet 
The pantry adds 10,000 square 

feet on the west side of the for-
mer ATC building, which was 
purchased by the Shalom Center 
in 2017.

The renovations were made 
possible by an anonymous donor.

The current food pantry at 8043 
Sheridan Road will remain open to 
clients until Feb. 28; the new food 
pantry will take its first clients 
March 2.

Food pantry staff said they are 
very pleased with the program’s 
new quarters.

“It’s absolutely amazing,” said 

Lynn Kancian, pantry manager. “I 
am excited about the newness of 
the space because the (Sheridan 
Road pantry) was in a building that 
was getting older.”

All agreed that the pantry serves 
an ongoing need in Kenosha. 

“It’s a critical thing for our 
community to provide food for 
those who need it,” Collins said.

“It’s great to watch incredible 
things like this for our city,” said 
Windel said.

“Our excess is somebody else’s 
‘enough,’” he said. “Thousands 
of people worked to make this 
happen — to help others receive 
‘enough.’ ”

HOME AT LAST
Shalom Center relocates 

food pantry; all services 
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The ribbon is cut during a ceremony at the Shalom Center food pantry on 
Thursday.

Shalom Center Executive Director Tamarra Coleman speaks during a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony at the Shalom Center food pantry on Thursday.

Kenosha Mayor John Antaramian 
speaks at Thursday’s ceremony.
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 A student was taken into cus-
tody Thursday afternoon at Re-
uther High School after reports 
that the student had a firearm.

According to Kenosha Police 
Lt. Joseph Nosalik, police were 
called to the school, 913 57th 
St., at 2:55 p.m. by the school 
resource officer for the report.

Nosalik said “a large, coor-
dinated police response was 
made, and the student was 
quickly located and taken into 

custody without incident.”
Police found a facsimile fire-

arm in the student’s backpack.
No one was injured, and the 

investigation into the incident 
is continuing.

Anyone with information 
about this incident should 
contact the Kenosha Police 
Department Detective Bureau 
262-605-5203 or call Kenosha 
Area Crime Stoppers at 262-
656-7333 to remain anony-
mous.

Kenosha Police apprehend  
student with fake firearm
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 Aurora Medical Center in 
Kenosha is partnering with 
local and national officials to 
provide free emergency Nar-
can kits that can potentially 
save the lives of opioid overdose 
patients.

The kits are given out free to 
patients who arrive at Aurora 
Medical Center’s emergency 
department, 10400 75th St., 
who have overdosed or are at 
risk of overdosing on opiates.

The goal of the program is 
to prevent overdose deaths, 
reduce harm and give those 
with an opioid use disorder the 
chance to receive help.

Each emergency kit includes 
two doses of Narcan (naloxone) 
nasal spray, a pocket mask to 
assist with breathing, fentanyl 
testing kits and information 
for additional community re-
sources.

The emergency kits are pro-
vided by the Kenosha County 
Division of Health through a 
grant from the Substance Abuse 
and Mental Health Services Ad-
ministration, which is managed 
by the Wisconsin Department 

of Health Services.
“Narcan not only saves lives, 

it creates a path to treatment 
for people struggling with 
substance abuse disorder,” said 
Kenosha County Executive Jim 
Kreuser. “And that is ultimately 
our goal — to help people turn 
their lives around and find re-
covery. I thank Aurora Medical 
Center for its support of the 
Narcan program.”

According to the Kenosha 
County Medical Examiner’s 
Office, there were 46 deaths 
linked to drug overdoses in the 
county during 2018.

Aurora Medical Center in 
Kenosha and the Kenosha 
County Opioid Task Force are 
working together to make these 
kits available to at-risk patients 
and family members of people 
who have overdosed.

“The sooner a person who 
has overdosed gets Narcan into 
their system, the better their 
chances are of survival. These 
kits can save lives and be the key 
to get someone into recovery,” 
said Steven Nelson, registered 
nurse at Aurora Medical Center 
in Kenosha.

Aurora to provide 
free Narcan to 
overdose patients

Aurora Medical Center in Kenosha

5102 Green Bay Rd, Kenosha
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2019 Product Priced to Move!

2020 Models are on the way in!
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