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The Kenosha News

is grateful for its 

subscribers, including 

Shelly Jackson

of Kenosha.

TODAY’S FORECAST INDEXDEATHS

James “Jim” Richard 
Slagle, of Eagle River, 
died on Feb. 27.

Allan “Scott” Orton, 
62, of Kenosha, died 

on Feb. 23.

For a complete listing 
of obituaries, see 
Page A4.

Afternoon rain

High 40

Low 25 

Details, B6
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‘Romeo and Juliet’ 

spoof  happening 

this weekend

Six escape house 

fi re Friday
afternoon A3D3

UW-Parkside men set for GLIAC semifi nal today — Page C1
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ANNIVERSARY
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Advice B4
Classifi eds  D4-6
Comics B4
Entertainment D3
Faith D1,2
Local                      Sec. A,B1
Lottery A2

Nation/World  B5
Opinion B2,3
Puzzles C5
Sports C1-4
Stocks  B5 
TV B6
Weather B6

Coming Sunday

Kenosha’s Betsy 

Ade made quite an 
impression on the 

judges 
during 
her 
audition 
for “The 
Voice,” 
and now 
she’s 
working 
with 

John Legend. We 
caught up with Ade 
this week and talked 
to her about the whirl-
wind experience.

The monthly Kenosha 

Crossword by Logan 

Sperling will be in 
Sunday’s edition. The 
theme this week is 
“Easy Peasy Lemon 
Squeezy.” What does 
it mean? Find out 
Sunday.

“Today’s Teen,” 

our annual salute 
to outstanding high 
school seniors kicks 
off Sunday. Profi les 
will run daily through 
May.

We put out a call 
for fi ction writers in 
mid-January by simply 
starting a story in Ke-
nosha and challeng-
ing readers to fi nish 
it. We called it “You 

Finish the Story.” 
Meet the winning 
writers and read their 
completed stories on 
Sunday Forum.

Logan Sperling

Betsy

Ade

BY JILL TATGE-ROZELL

jrozell@kenoshanews.com

A petition with 167 signatures 
calling for the Highway KR recon-
struction plan to be re-evaluated 
was submitted to the Wisconsin 
Department of Transportation 
Thursday.

Residents who live along 
Highway KR began circulating 
the petition last week at a public 
hearing on the state’s preferred 
plan to widen the highway to four 
lanes and construct two railroad 
overpasses.

“We did not see the fi nal pro-
posal until last Thursday night,” 
said Leslie Maj, who lives on the 
north side of Highway KR. “It is 
moving too fast.”

Jeannine Brokmeier said the 
petition was submitted to project 
manager Steve Hoff on the last 
day to provide written testimony 
on the preferred route.

It requests that no plan move 
forward without further evalua-
tion. It also seeks a public forum 

that includes Kenosha and Racine 
county executives, Somers and 
Mount Pleasant village presidents 
and the DOT.

Maj and Brokmeier said res-
idents don’t believe a project of 
this size is warranted given the 
uncertainty about the scope of the 
Foxconn project.

“Let’s take a breath and see 
what comes of Foxconn,” Maj 
said. “Where is all this traffi c 
going to come from that mandates 
the necessity for spending $59 
million?”

She said spending that much 
money and destroying so many 
properties doesn’t make sense 
to save two or three minutes of 
travel time.

‘This is our land’
The project requires the pur-

chase of 68.9 acres of new right of 
way, affects 14 farms and requires 

Residents submit petition in effort to halt Highway KR plan
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Local residents speak with a representative from the state De-
partment of Transportation about the proposal to widen Highway 
KR at the Somers Village Hall during a public hearing on the proj-
ect Feb. 28.See KR, Page A5

BY DAVE FIDLIN

KENOSHA NEWS
CORRESPONDENT

Betsy Brown, a woman 
whose name has long 
been synonymous with 
the Kenosha News, among 
other local organizations, 
was one of four women 
honored Friday for accom-
plishments in the commu-
nity.

Hundreds of attendees 
gathered Friday at Mad-
rigrano Marina Shore for 
the 29th Susan B. Anthony 
Women of Infl uence 
Awards ceremony.

Brown, who until early 
this year helmed the board 
of the Kenosha News’ 
former parent company 
with her late husband, was 
chosen as this year’s Life-
time Achievement Award 
recipient.

Gov. Tony Evers rec-
ognized Brown and her 
myriad accomplishments 
since she and husband 
Howard acquired the 
Kenosha News in 1961 
and became involved in 
multiple causes in the 
community.

In her acceptance 
speech, Brown spoke 
fondly of family members 
who infl uenced her — 
particularly her mother, 
who came of age as women 
were able to vote.

“My mother had a 

very independent mind,” 
Brown said. “In my moth-
er’s activity, I saw the 
value of each person’s role 
in the community. Each 
of you in attendance has 

the spirit of community in 
you.”

Throughout her years 
of service, Brown said 
she has been endlessly 
inspired by the impact 
women can have in mak-
ing meaningful change in 
the community.

“We as women have 
the power to initiate 
change for the power of 
mankind,” Brown said. 
“Kenosha is your world. 
Guard it wisely.”

Award winners
Other winners at this 

year’s ceremony included 
Rita Hagen, who earned 
the Women of Infl uence 
Business/Government/
Nonprofi t Award; Virginia 
“Ginny” Brydges,” who 
earned the Women of 
Infl uence Arts/Education 
Award; and Kate Schaper, 
who received the Women 
to Watch Under 40 Award.

Hagen, a nurse, has 
worked with patients at 
the end of their lives.

“I can say that my job 
makes me a better per-
son,” Hagen said. “I have 
an absolutely involved 

staff whose mission in life 
is to help patients with 
end-of-life-care.”

Brydges, whose com-
munity involvements 
have included a role in 
the inclusive language 
and learning center Every 
Child’s Place, spoke of 
women’s purses and the 
analogy they serve.

“What you hold in our 
purse defi nes who you 
are,” Brydges said. “I ded-
icate this gracious award 
to the women of infl uence 
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Betsy Brown, recipient of the Lifetime Achievement Award, is escorted by her son-in-law, Jim Tuchler, to 
the stage during the 29th Susan B. Anthony Women of Infl uence Awards Dinner on Friday at Madrigrano 
Marina Shores.

Women of infl uence
Record crowd 

attend Susan 

B. Anthony 

awards banquet

See SBA, Page A5

Daylight saving time arrives 

at 2 a.m. Sunday. Don’t 

forget to set your clocks 

ahead one hour tonight.
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