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James “Jim” L. Kinsman, 88, of 
Kenosha, died on Tuesday.

Orville E. Hassinger, 82, of Ke-
nosha, died on Monday.

Opaletta Freeman, 66, died on Oct. 3.

Juan Marianyi, 79, of Sacramento, 
Calif., formerly of Kenosha, died on 
Sept. 30.
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For a complete listing of obituaries, see page A3.

BY TERRY FLORES

tfl ores@kenoshanews.com

The brother of a 19-year-old man shot 
and killed in an alleged drug deal gone 
bad outside a Pleasant Prairie restaurant 
said he and his family are thankful for the 
work police have done in arresting the 
suspects in his murder.

However, they don’t necessarily believe 
all the details of the fateful day as laid out 
in the criminal complaint and in court 
Tuesday.

Anas Alchaar said 
there is more to the 
story than what the 
suspects have given.

“’They’ve had fi ve 
months to orches-
trate a story, and 
they failed badly,” he 
said. “I don’t neces-
sarily buy much of 
that whatsoever.”

Khaled Alchaar 
was allegedly shot 
and killed by Shawn 
Amelio Sr., 44. Ame-
lio told police he 
shot Alchaar after 
Alchaar tried to rob 
him and his 19-year-old daughter during a 
marijuana buy.

Amelio told police Alchaar pointed 
a gun at his daughter’s head while in 
a vehicle. It was after Alchaar fl ed the 
vehicle that the elder Amelio got out of 
the vehicle and shot at Alchaar, allegedly 
because he believed Alchaar was about to 
shoot at him.

Alchaar died at the scene. No gun was 
found at the scene.

“It was shocking that it was something 
that extreme,” Anas Alchaar said. “It was 
defi nitely not something that I expected 
whatsoever from him or even anybody I’m 
close to. It’s shocking. Defi nitely.”

However, Anas Alchaar said the Ame-
lios’ stories don’t “add up” and did not 
make sense.

“Unfortunately, they’re only giving one 
side of the story. And that side is coming 
from a father and a daughter who are in 
the drug business and apparently are in 
the killing business, as well,” he said.

Family 

wants 

justice 
Brother doubts story 

laid out about day of  

Alchaar’s fatal shooting

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Khaled Alchaar was 
shot to death on 
May 20. A 44-year-
old Kenosha man 
says he killed Al-
chaar in a drug deal 
gone bad.

BY JEFFREY ZAMPANTI

jzampanti@kenoshanews.com

Almost as if someone 
pulled the fi nal Jenga piece, a 
Somers home teetering on the 
Lake Michigan shoreline is 
coming down.

Ready or not.
The bank-owned prop-

erty, located at 609 17th St., 
is scheduled to be razed 
on Friday by a demolition 
company hired by mortgage 
lender Fannie Mae, according 
to Somers Assistant Adminis-
trator Jason Peters.

The demolition offers clo-
sure to the home’s 1½-year, 
uphill battle with erosion.

An excessive amount of 
recent rain and near-record 
water levels created addi-
tional urgency to an already 
pressing issue. Last week, a 
portion of the basement slid 
off the side of a bluff.

“I don’t think it would’ve 
made it much longer,” Peters 
said. “Part of the basement 
fell on the same day the dem-
olition company was here to 
talk to us.”

The Somers Village Board 
issued a raze order on the 
home in April. However, 
Somers offi cials refused to 
take additional responsibility 
for the property due to liabil-
ity risk, according to Village 
President George Stoner.

A demolition company 
recently reinforced the home 
with support cables and 
placed buoys in the lake to 
contain debris.

The estimated $50,000 proj-

ect involves putting a barge 
in the water and a crane on 
land. The house will be re-
moved, and the property will 
be fi lled with clay.

“Normally, razing a house 
isn’t that diffi cult,” Peters 
said. “In this case, it is. They 
don’t want the foundation to 
fall or the house itself to fall.

“The equipment is also 
very heavy. One of the 
reasons they’ve waited to do 
this is because they needed 
another piece of equipment 

brought here from Indiana.”
The three-bedroom home 

was previously owned by 
Tom and Marge Lindgren. 
The house had a beautiful 
backyard with a large maple 
tree, picnic table and porch, 
creating a front-row seat to 
Lake Michigan’s breathtak-
ing sunrises and natural 
beauty.

In spring 2018, the Lind-
grens were in their kitchen 
during a powerful storm 
when they heard a loud 

crash. It was their back porch 
and its concrete foundation, 
which crashed 30 feet off of 
the top of a cliff, leaving the 
home’s foundation exposed.

The Lindgrens packed 
their bags, boarded up the 
house and moved in with a 
family member.

The house was Tom Lind-
gren’s childhood home. He 
purchased it from his father 
and lived there with his wife 

Home teetering on Lake Michigan bluff  will be razed

KENOSHA NEWS PHOTOS BY SEAN KRAJACIC

This house at the end of 17th Street in Somers has begun to fall into Lake Michigan. It is due to be torn down later 
this week.

A portion of Lake Michigan has been cordoned off in preparation for the razing of a home 
at the end of 17th Street in Somers that has begun to fall into Lake Michigan. 

Life on the edge to end

BY JEFFREY ZAMPANTI

jzampanti@kenoshanews.com

A pair of local law enforce-
ment offi cers, a Kenosha 
fi refi ghter and a Racine police 
offi cer will be honored at the 
“First Responder of the Year” 
award ceremony today at the 
state Assembly in Madison.

Kenosha Police offi cer Nick 
Benvenuto, Kenosha County 
Sheriff’s deputy David Gomez 
and Todd Leipzig of the Kenosha 
Fire Department are among 
99 state fi rst responders to be 
recognized.

The recipients were selected 
by their state lawmaker to rep-

resent their respective Assem-
bly district.

“It’s important that we take 
the time to honor the fi rst re-
sponders who bravely serve and 
protect our communities every 
single day,” Assembly Speaker 
Robin Vos said. “I’m pleased 
that we received numerous nom-
inations and have many worthy 
recipients in this new recogni-
tion program.”

Nick Benvenuto
Benvenuto, who was chosen 

by Rep. Todd Ohnstad, D-Ke-
nosha, pulled a 61-year-old 

Kenosha man from a burning 
vehicle on Feb. 16.

Police said the car crashed 
into the back of a parked car 
in the 6600 block of 32nd Ave-
nue. The driver appeared to be 
unconscious with his foot on the 
gas pedal and the doors locked 
when Benvenuto used his baton 
to break the vehicle’s window 
and rescue the man.

“Our police, fi re and rescue 
personnel do an outstanding 
job every day,” Kenosha Police 
Chief Dan Miskinis said. “Rec-
ognition is not the motivator, 
but it is quite often warranted 
and should be humbly accepted. 

What our fi rst responders do for 
the city of Kenosha is admira-
ble and often nothing short of 
amazing.”

David Gomez
Gomez, a patrol offi cer, was 

nominated by Bristol Fire Chief 
John Niederer and selected by 
Rep. Samantha Kerkman, R-Sa-
lem Lakes. The 14-year veteran 
has been involved in numerous 
life-saving calls, according to 
Niederer.

“He is a breath of fresh air 
when you see him with his 
upbeat attitude and contagious 

smile,” Niederer said. “He con-
tinues to answer the call above 
and beyond his normal duties 
and represents the Sheriff’s 
Department with top-notch pro-
fessionalism, pride and honor. 
(Gomez) displays no hesitation 
to assist our staff and the public 
in the time of need.”

Todd Leipzig
Leipzig, a paramedic-lieu-

tenant, was nominated for his 
life-saving efforts on July 7 
at the Washington Park Velo-

Outstanding fi rst responders to be honored at state Assembly today

See RESPONDERS, Page A4

See RAZED, Page A4 See ALCHAAR, Page A4

Events, activities and entertainment in Kenosha and surrounding areas, October 10 -17, 2019

October 10 - Octobaer 17

Movies:

"The Addams Family" -- Page 13

Will Smith times two in "Gemini Man" -- Page 14

Music:

The Kenosha Symphony opens 80th season -- Page 5

Carthage College's Homecoming includes concert -- Page 6

Paddy Fineran's local music column -- Page 7

Mariachi band at UW-Parkside -- Page 7

Local events:

A Halloween bash for families -- Page 2

Weekend includes Second Saturday receptions -- Page 3

Look out! Haunted 

House season is 

heating up -- Page 10

Theater:

What's on local stages -- Page 4
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