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BY DENEEN SMITH

dsmith@kenoshanews.com

In-person visits will be 
eliminated and replaced 
with video visitation at 
the Kenosha County Jail 
and the Kenosha County 
Detention Center later this 
month.

The Kenosha County 

Sheriff’s Department 
announced the change 
Monday.

The new policy will 
go into effect June 19 at 
KCDC and June 20 at the 
downtown jail.

Currently, friends and 
family of people in custody 
at the two facilities can 

visit in person, although 
the inmate and visitor are 
separated by glass.

According to the Ke-
nosha County Sheriff’s 
Department, there are 
about 50 visits each week 
at KCDC, 25 at the jail.

Long waits seen
According to Sgt. Chris-

topher Hannah, there are 
often long waits for visits, 
and visits are sometimes 
canceled if the visiting 
hours end before everyone 

in line gets in.
He said the department 

believes the video visits 
will reduce wait times and 
make it easier for families 
to maintain contact with 
people in custody.

Hannah said there have 
been complaints about the 
long waits for visitation in 
the past.

“Definitely the inmates 
will have more contact 
with their friends and 
family (with the new 
policy), especially using 
the off-site visitation,” 

Hannah said.

At the jail or at home
Under the new policy, 

visitors can come to KCDC 
or the jail for pre-sched-
uled visits.

At the scheduled time, 
the visitor will be con-
nected with the video 
system, the inmate con-
necting from video kiosks 
inside the jail or KCDC. 
There will not be a charge 
for those visits.

People can also pay for 

off-site visits, connecting 
from home for pre-sched-
uled video visits, similar 
to Skype.

For those remote ses-
sions, there is a charge of 
$4 for a 10-minute visit, $10 
for a 25-minute visit.

Friends and families 
have to register to be a 
visitor and must schedule 
visits in advance.

“We project more 
secure and safe facilities 
as the inmates/detainees 

County plans inmate video visits
In-person visits at detention 

center, jail to be replaced

Karen Ruhle-Peterson, 
of Pleasant Prairie, died 
Friday.

Jennifer Sue Rossi, 57, of 
Redgranite, died June 6.

George O. Siblisky, of 
Kenosha, died Saturday.

For a complete listing of 
obituaries, see Page A4.

See VISITS, Page A5

BY TERRY FLORES

tflores@kenoshanews.com

PLEASANT PRAIRIE — Plans 
for a metal fabrication facility that 
specializes in custom stainless-steel 
equipment serving the food, beverage 
and pharmaceutical industries, among 
others, received site and operational 
approval from the Plan Commission 
Monday night.

Bio Fab Technologies Inc. is 
expected to construct a 50,743-square-
foot office and custom stainless-steel 
fabrication facility — along with im-
provements from lighting to landscap-
ing — on 5.6 acres in the 11100 block of 
88th Avenue in LakeView Corporate 
Park.

Bio Fab, currently located in Ke-
nosha at 7640 60th Ave. in the Busi-
ness Park of Kenosha, is planning to 
relocate to the Pleasant Prairie site, 
according to Jean Werbie-Harris, 
community development director 
for the village. Construction on the 
new facility is expected to begin this 
month. Developers expect the facility 
to be completed and fully operational 
in February.

The new location would also allow 
Bio Fab business partners Jim O’Con-
nell and Mark Schnuck to expand their 
business. The plans call for future 
building expansion of 22,890 square 
feet at the new site, Werbie-Harris 
said.

Established in 2006
Schnuck and O’Connell established 

Bio Fab Technologies Inc. on March 
1, 2006. The company is well-known 
for custom fabrication, ASME vessels, 
process systems and engineering. 
According to Werbie-Harris, the 
company currently has 39 employees 
and plans to hire up to five new full-
time employees when it opens the new 
facility.

Chelsea Couette, of Zilber Property 
Group, said the group would be provid-
ing developer services; however, Bio 
Fab would own the building.

“We’re just excited to expand and 
stay in Pleasant Prairie,” O’Connell 
said.

O’Connell, of Pleasant Prairie, 
assured Plan Commission chairman 
Michael Serpe and the commission 
that the facility performs fabrication 
and doesn’t melt steel as part of its 
operations.

“We fire all our material. We fabri-
cate it. We laser-cut, we form, we roll, 
we mold and polish and assemble it,” 
he said.

Serpe congratulated the company 
for their plans to expand and for choos-
ing to move to the village.

“We’re happy to see that,” Serpe 
said.

Following the meeting, O’Connell 
said that the village was an ideal loca-
tion because they live in it.

“All of our employees live kind of 
close, so this worked out. We wanted 
to stay local,” he said. “It was pretty 
simple.”
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Bubble trouble

Time to enjoy being outdoors Commission OKs 

plans for stainless 

steel fabrication 

facility in 

LakeView park

BY DAVE FIDLIN

KENOSHA NEWS CORRESPONDENT

Today, it’s a right all too 
easily taken for granted. Each 
year, American citizens of all 
genders and races are able to 
head to the voting polls and 
cast ballots for candidates 
in local, state and federal 
elections.

It is difficult to comprehend 
in today’s society, but up until 
a century ago, the right to 
vote in the U.S. was extended 
only to men.

Members of the Kenosha 
Woman’s Club on Monday 
looked back at a pivotal mo-
ment in history and the prom-
inent part Wisconsin played 
in ensuring the 19th amend-
ment would move forward.

While lawmakers in Wash-
ington, D.C., voted to add the 
19th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution, at least three-
fourths of the states needed to 
ratify, or pass, the amendment 
to make it official.

Wisconsin, as it so happens, 
was the first in the U.S. to do 
so, filing the passing with the 
federal government on June 
10, 1919.

The 19th Amendment, 
part of the women’s suffrage 
movement, had been in the 

making several years prior, 
but was briefly sidelined by 
World War I.

“I don’t think people realize 
what went into it,” said Deb 
Strecker, president of the Ke-
nosha Woman’s Club, which 
has roots as a local organiza-

tion stretching back 128 years.
Strecker and other leaders 

within the club held an open 
house at their facility, 6028 
Eighth Ave., on Monday, 
giving visitors a glimpse 
into the passage of the 19th 
Amendment and the suffrage 

movement.
Some of the members of the 

Kenosha Woman’s Club from 
a century ago played a role in 
lobbying to give women the 
right to vote.

‘I don’t think people realize what went into it’

Ruby Mitchell, 3, and her mom, Jackie, react as they reach 
to catch a giant bubble made by Bob Langerman along 
the harbor on a warm sunny day last week. Today’s Ac-

cuWeather forecast calls for plenty of sunshine with a high 
in the mid-70s. See more of the forecast on Page B5 or at 
www.kenoshanews.com.

Woman’s Club commemorates 100th anniversary of  19th Amendment

MADISON (AP) — Wisconsin is cele-
brating the 100th anniversary of the state’s 
ratification of the 19th Amendment, which 
gave women the right to vote.

A ceremony Monday in the state Capitol 
featured an unveiling of the state’s original 
19th Amendment and comments from first 
lady Kathy Evers, who led the state’s efforts 
to mark the anniversary.

Wisconsin was the first state in the 
country to ratify the amendment 100 years 
ago on Monday. It wasn’t until August 1920 
that the 36th state ratified it, finally giving 
women the right to vote.

Part of the celebration included people 
dressed as suffragettes posing for pictures 
outside of the Capitol. Other events cele-
brating Wisconsin’s role in ratifying the 
amendment were held across the state.

Former Lt. Gov. Rebecca Kleefisch is 
leading the national commission to cele-
brate the 100th anniversary.

Many celebrate around the state
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Women dressed in clothing styles from 
1919 gather outside of the Wisconsin 
state Capitol Monday in Madison to 
commemorate the 100th anniversary of 
the state ratifying the 19th Amendment, 
which gave women the right to vote.

See 19TH, Page A5

http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B4&uuid=d8dda0b5-75bf-5e53-af36-841eaf0289ff
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=D1&uuid=d8dda0b5-75bf-5e53-af36-841eaf0289ff
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A4&uuid=d8dda0b5-75bf-5e53-af36-841eaf0289ff
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B1&uuid=d8dda0b5-75bf-5e53-af36-841eaf0289ff
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B4&uuid=d8dda0b5-75bf-5e53-af36-841eaf0289ff
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=C6&uuid=d8dda0b5-75bf-5e53-af36-841eaf0289ff
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=D1&uuid=d8dda0b5-75bf-5e53-af36-841eaf0289ff
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B1&uuid=d8dda0b5-75bf-5e53-af36-841eaf0289ff
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B2&uuid=d8dda0b5-75bf-5e53-af36-841eaf0289ff
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A4&uuid=d8dda0b5-75bf-5e53-af36-841eaf0289ff
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A5&uuid=d8dda0b5-75bf-5e53-af36-841eaf0289ff
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B5&uuid=d8dda0b5-75bf-5e53-af36-841eaf0289ff
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A5&uuid=d8dda0b5-75bf-5e53-af36-841eaf0289ff

