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FOR THE KENOSHA NEWS

Next month is the 99-year 
anniversary of the ratifi -
cation of 19th amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution, 
which granted women the 
right to vote. This is the 
story of one of the foremost 
suffrage leaders in Ke-
nosha. A search for a photo 
of Ms. Bain was unsuccess-
ful.

On Nov. 16, 1920, 
Harriett F. Bain signed 
her name on her passport 
application at the old 
Kenosha courthouse. She 
was taking a trip to study 
painting in Spain, Italy, 
France and England. Her 
last visit to Europe was 
before the turn of the 
century, and the 54-year-
old woman was looking 
forward to this visit.

She had been very busy 
for nearly a decade work-
ing for women’s right to 
vote in America, and this 
trip would be a welcome 
respite.

Just two weeks earlier 
on Nov. 2, she and millions 
of other women had cast 
their fi rst presidential 
ballot. The impact was 
stunning as the total pop-
ular vote in that election 
increased dramatically, 
from 18.5 million votes in 
1916 to 26.8 million in 1920.

Bain’s involvement in 
the suffrage movement 
made her a local leader 
and later her infl uence 
was felt on the national 
level.

Family connection

to wagon factory
Harriet Bain was born 

in Kinderhook, N.Y., on 
Sept. 18, 1866, to Lewis and 
Sarah Frary Bain. Harriet 
was a toddler when the 
family moved to Kenosha. 
Her father’s older brother, 
Edward Bain, was one of 

Kenosha’s elite industrial-
ists, being the proprietor 
of Bain Wagon Works.

Lewis became a mer-
chant who owned one of 
the general stores in our 
early downtown.

Harriet may have been 
infl uenced by her mother 
Sarah in her stance on 
women’s rights. In 1912 
Sarah was proud enough 
of her own suffrage stance 
to add her name to a 
public list of more than 
600 Kenosha women who 
wanted the vote.

Harriet attended Kem-
per Girl’s Academy on 
Kenosha’s south shore and 
found an aptitude for art. 
She was quite talented, 
and when she got older, 
she split her time between 
here and New York City as 
her career blossomed.

Much later in her ca-
reer, she was active in the 
Art Institute of Chicago 
and had her work in exhi-
bitions with the Province-
town (Mass.) Art Associa-
tion. She is listed in “Who 
was Who in American 
Art” by Peter H. Falk.

Leads Kenosha effort
Bain was 45 years old 

in 1911, a never-married 
spinster of slight build, 
who barely fi lled out her 
5-foot, 3-inch frame.

She was a member of 
the Wisconsin Woman’s 
Suffrage Association, serv-
ing as one of the vice presi-
dents in 1913. As a woman 
of means, Bain was able 

to travel and became 
involved in the suffrage 
movement at the state and 
national level.

She attended the Na-
tional American Woman 
Suffrage Association’s 
48th annual convention in 
Atlantic City, N.J., Sept. 
4-10, 1916. Bain was listed 
with fi ve other women 
from the WWSA, including 
the organization’s presi-
dent Theodore Youmans.

In 1913, Bain took the 
reins of the 11-month-old 
Kenosha County Equal 
Suffrage League from 
Mary D. Bradford.

At the group’s annual 
meeting that November, 
delegates who had just 
returned from the WWSA 
annual meeting in Madi-
son reported that during a 
session on organizational 
methods, the KCESL 
received recognition from 
Youmans.

“However able and ac-
tive any suffrage workers 
may be, they cannot be 
superior to Kenosha’s,” 
Youmans had said.

The KCESL would re-
elect Bain president for 
another three years.

Bain brainchild

goes national
Bain is credited by a 

number of sources (includ-
ing articles in the Kenosha 
Evening News during the 
summer of 1914 and in the 
proceedings of the 46th 
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Natale “Tony” Abbate, 
57, of Spring Grove, died 
Friday.

David M. Sjong, 49, of 
Salem Lakes, died July 25.

Lisa Marie Kennedy, 49, 
of Wauwatosa, died July 
24.

For a complete listing of 
obituaries, see Page A4.

BY DENEEN SMITH

dsmith@kenoshanews.com

Saying lead contamina-
tion in drinking water is 
a problem in every county 
in Wisconsin, Gov. Tony 
Evers signed an executive 
order Monday creating a 
“lead czar” and directing 
state agencies to work 
together to address lead 
abatement.

Evers signed the order 
in Kenosha Monday 
morning, surrounded by 
children at Every Child’s 
Place, a day care center 
at Gateway Technical 
College.

“Children with elevated 
lead levels can suffer 
profound and permanent 
health problems, including 
damage to brain develop-
ment,” Evers said. “There 
is no lead level determined 
to be safe. In other words, 

the only safe lead level is 
zero.”

The governor has made 
improving the safety of 
drinking water a priority 
in his administration, 
earlier declaring 2019 the 
“year of clean drinking 
water.”

The most recent state 
budget included $32 
million to address water 
quality issues and to help 
communities pay for pro-
grams to improve drink-
ing water safety.

That amount fell short 
of the $70 million Evers 
had proposed for drinking 
water initiatives.

The executive order the 
governor signed Monday 
does not provide addi-
tional funding; instead 
it creates a new position 
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Kenosha woman was one of  

nation’s leading suffragists

Evers signs executive order here
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Gov. Tony Evers speaks to children before signing an executive order regarding lead in water supply pipes 
in Wisconsin during a visit to Every Child’s Place at Gateway Technical College in Kenosha on Monday.

Governor will create lead 

czar to address water safety

See LEAD, Page A5
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The idea of having a 
cuddly kitten or playful 
pooch is appealing to 
many, but there area 
many responsibilities that 
go with pet ownership.

“Really thinking about 
your lifestyle before 
picking your pet is impor-
tant,” said Nicole Noffke 
of Safe Harbor Humane 
Society during a program 
last week on picking a pet. 
“Some animals are pretty 
but are also very active.”

Noffke, Safe Harbor’s 
fundraising and events co-
ordinator, told attendees 
at the program at South-
west Library that there 
are many things they need 
to consider before choos-
ing to adopt an animal.

While animals may be 
adorable to look at and 
be around, the things 

required to maintain them 
are a lot of work.

People need to consider 
that animals have to go 
to the vet at least once a 
year, they need food and 
water, some species need 

special grooming like 
beak trimming and some 
animals like dogs will 
need a lot of exercise and 
play time.

Humane Society emphasizes the 

responsibilities of  pet ownership
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Hannah Albright, 13, left, and her sister, Katie, 7, hold kittens at the South-
west Library on Thursday.

See BAIN, Page A5See PETS, Page A5

Chico gets a pet from Adolfo Dorta, of the Safe Har-
bor Humane Society, at the Southwest Library on 
Thursday.
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