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The groundbreaking 
ceremony held Sunday for 
a new Habitat for Human-
ity house being built soon 
in Kenosha was more than 
just a sign of many good 
things to come for Racine 
resident Sasha Torres.

“This is beyond 
life-changing,” said the 
36-year-old mother of two 
and prospective home 
owner. “They’re making 
it handicap accessible, so 
this will be a home that 

can grow old with me.”
The planned sin-

gle-story ranch at 2018 
45th Street will have two 
bedrooms, a master suite 
and a full basement, plus 
a garage. It’ll be easier, 
Torres said, since she now 
lives on an upper floor. 
The home will also have 
handicap ramps in both 
the front and back, along 
with stairs, to accommo-
date Torres, who had a leg 
amputated three years ago 
as result of a bone infec-
tion and complications 
stemming from Kohler 

disease. She’s overcome 
opioid addiction stemming 
from her surgery, and 
also lost an eye at age 13 
in relation to the genetic 
disease.

Torres said being 
interviewed and then 
chosen by Habitat for the 
house is but one of the 
good things that have 
happened to her recently 
as she moves forward 
with her life. She began 
working at Piggly Wiggly 
last October thanks to her 
new best friend, Natasha 
Kluck, whom she met 

while attending Gateway 
Technical College. Torres 
also just graduated from 
Gateway with a certifica-
tion in alcohol and drug 
counseling.

“We found out we had 
so much in common,” said 
Kluck, who was study-
ing in the same field and 
often helped Torres get to 
school. “I’m surprised we 
didn’t meet sooner. I’m so 
proud of her.”

That sentiment was 
shared by many of the 

Habitat breaks ground on new local home

West end grads to rock on

BY TERRY FLORES
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PADDOCK LAKE — 
Members of Central High 
School’s graduating class 
know the real world, and 
that they can conquer 
their fears and bring 
meaning to the next phase 
of their lives.

Their teacher Bryan 
Wehr told the Class of 
2019 they’ve been in the 
real world the whole time, 
despite what they’ve been 
told to the contrary.

“Everything you’ve 
done in the past four years 
has mattered. During your 
high school career, you’ve 
all heard the phrase. ‘Wait 
until you get to into the 
real world,’ which is a re-
ally lame and a redundant 
way of saying, ‘You have 
no responsibilities,’ which 
you all knew you were 
going to have,” said Wehr, 
who delivered the faculty 
address to the graduates 
on Sunday.

“The real problem 
with this phrase is that it 
makes it seem like what 
you’ve done over the past 
four years ... it means 
nothing, because it wasn’t 
in the real world,” he 
said. “If many of you are 
thinking you’re going to 
wake up in the real world 
tomorrow, you will sleep 
through your life always 
waiting to wake up.

“You must realize what 
you’ve done matters. What 
you’re going to do mat-
ters.”

Wehr went on to quote 
Commissioner Jim Gor-
don, Batman’s friend and 
ally.

“You’re going to make 
a difference. A lot of times 
it won’t be huge. It won’t 
be visible, even. But it 
matters just the same,” he 
said.

A slight adjustment
Parker Lyon gets his cap adjusted by Laiza Otero before commencement cere-
monies at Central High School on Sunday.
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Graduate Nicole Knoerr sings “I Wonder” during commencement ceremonies at Central High School on 
Sunday.

BY AUSTIN WEBER

KENOSHA NEWS 
CORRESPONDENT

WILMOT — Wilmot 
High School graduates 
reminisced on their time 
at high school during 
their 2019 graduation 
ceremony.

Wilmot principal 
Amber Torres started off 
the looking back with the 
changes she has seen in 
the graduating group.

“You walked in our 
doors four years 
ago as timid, shy 
freshmen, and 
today, you walk 
across the stage 
as responsible 
young adults 
who are pre-
pared to take the 

next steps of your jour-
ney,” Torres said.

Valedictorian Lauren 
Christensen spoke of the 
different things that have 
helped the students grow 
and become who they are 
at the time of graduation.

“Today we acknowl-
edge the people met, the 
lessons learned, the tears 
shed, the laughter shared 
and the memories made 
in our last four years,” 
Christensen said.

Christensen also com-
pared school to climbing 
a mountain during her 
speech. She said that 
they each face their own 
“climb,” moments when 
they really have to work, 
and also “valleys,” times 
where they feel down. The 
“climbs,” she said, were 
the parts she said will end 
up being the most impor-
tant times.

“We look back and 
realize the most joyous 
moments of high school 
came from the climb,” 

Christensen said.
Each speaker took 

their turn thanking the 
teachers for the work 
they did to help the 
students. Wilmot teacher 
Lee Blount, known for 
his humor, which was on 
display during his speech, 
talked about the enjoy-
ment the teachers have in 
their jobs.

“We have this intense 
desire to teach you guys,” 
he said.

Moving on to the future 
was also a theme the 
speakers shared. Torres 
talked about how the high 
school experience was 
only the beginning when 
she said, “These four 
years are a small piece of 
a journey that will become 
your whole life.”

Blount gave the stu-
dents advice for whatever 
they choose to do with 
their lives, saying, “No 
matter what you do, be 
passionate about it.”

Wilmot graduates 

reminisce, look 

ahead to the future
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Valedictorian Lauren Christensen addresses her 
class during commencement ceremonies at Wilmot 
Union High School on Sunday.

Speaker tells 

Central students 

to conquer fear

267 graduates in Class of  2019
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