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ANNIVERSARY

th The Kenosha News is celebrating its 125th anniversary, and it is grateful 
to its subscribers, including Ben H. Sherwood of Kenosha.

To subscribe, call 262-657-1600 or go to kenoshanews.com.

Rangers suffer road loss
UWP men’s basketball team thumped at Duluth   
SPORTS, PAGE C1 

Set the scene
Tabletop touches  HOME & GARDEN, D1

Coach Luke Reigel >
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 A man who told Kenosha Po-
lice he was stabbed during an 
argument over the sale of tools 
last week was actually attacked 
after a dispute over prostitution 
and cocaine.

Two people were charged 
Wednesday in connection with 
the stabbing, which occurred 
Nov. 15 at a home in the 2700 
block of 25th Avenue.

Jerome Harris, 45, of Racine, 
is alleged to have stabbed the 
55-year-old Kenosha man 17 
times in the head, neck, chest, 
back and both arms after the 
man threatened Harris and Ha-
ley Anne Crabtree, 24, of Racine, 
with a baseball bat.

Harris was charged Wednes-
day with fi rst-degree reckless 
injury, solicitation of prosti-
tutes and two counts of delivery 
of cocaine. Crabtree was charged 
with two counts of delivery of 
cocaine, harboring a felon and 
prostitution.

According to the criminal 
complaint, Kenosha Police were 
called to the injured man’s home 
for the stabbing in the early 
morning hours of Nov. 15. The 
55-year-old man was “barely 
breathing” and bleeding from a 
large gash to his neck. The man 
survived, and told police he 
had been “set up” by a man and 
woman he met in his garage to 
sell tools.

Police investigating the in-
cident found evidence of drug 
use at the man’s home. The man 
later admitted that the woman 
who was there when he was 
stabbed was a prostitute he knew 
as “Becky.” He gave police the 
woman’s contact information.

An undercover offi  cer con-
tacted the woman to arrange 
to meet her “for the purposes 
of prostitution” at a hotel in 
Sturtevant. When she arrived, 
dropped off  by Harris, both were 
taken into custody.
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 A Chicago man pleaded guilty 
Wednesday to sexually assault-
ing a woman at the Kenosha Me-
tra Station after she had stopped 
to off er him help.

Alvin Linton III, 33, pleaded 
guilty Wednesday to second-de-
gree sexual assault with use of 
force. As part of his plea agree-
ment, prosecutors dropped a 
strangulation charge.

Linton was charged after 

Kenosha Police 
were called to 
the Metra sta-
tion, 5414 13th 
Ave., on May 13 
for a report of a 
sexual assault.

At the sta-
tion, they found 
a 30-year-old 

woman “crying to the point of 
gagging” who was being helped 
by two other women. One of the 
other women told police she had 
called 911; the other told police 
she had information about the 
suspect.

The victim told police she was 

walking to a business downtown 
at about 9:30 a.m. and had cut 
through the train station area 
when a stranger — later identi-
fi ed as Linton — approached and 
asked if he could use her phone.

She allowed him to use the 
phone. He made a call and was 
speaking to someone when he 
asked the woman to help him up 
the stairs to the train platform, 
saying he was dizzy.

As she started to help him up 
the stairs, according to the crim-
inal complaint, “the man took 
off  his red shirt and wrapped it 
around her neck. He then pulled 
the shirt tight against her neck, 

constricting her breathing and 
making her unable to yell for 
help.”

The woman told police the 
man pushed her down on the 
stairs and sexually assaulted her.

Security video from the sta-
tion showed the woman and a 
man later identifi ed as Linton 
walking up the stairs together 
before disappearing off  video.

A short time later, Linton is 
seen coming down the stairs by 
himself. About 15 seconds later, 
the woman is seen coming down 
the steps crying.

Man pleads guilty in attack

BRIAN PASSINO, KENOSHA NEWS  

THEY CUT THE MEATS
Mike Betts, left, of Warsaw, Ind., and Trevor Cervenka, third from left, of DeKalb, Ill., join other professional meat-cutters as they compete in the 
qualifying round of the National Meat Cutting Competition at the Kenosha Ice Arena on Thursday. Eleven professional meat-cutters from around 
Illinois and Wisconsin — including Elias Gutierrez of Kenosha — competed, with the winner advancing to the semifi nals in March in Nashville, Tenn. 
See more photos on page A5.

Police: Dispute 
over drugs, 
prostitution 
led to stabbing

TERRY FLORES

tfl ores@kenoshanews.com 

 The Kenosha Unifi ed School 
Board continues to grapple with 
a policy regarding gender inclu-
sivity after being questioned on 
inconsistencies in the proposed 
policy and possible unintended 
consequences.

At its meeting Tuesday, the 
board voted unanimously to defer 
the fi rst reading on the policy in 
order to take another look at how 
it aff ects the students they are 
supposed to help protect.

Board member Tom Duncan, 
in an impassioned and delibera-
tive statement to colleagues, said 
he believed the proposed policy 
needs more work.

He said he believed it could ac-
tually harm more students and 
even result in a lawsuit. He also 
recommended getting additional 

input from the Gay Straight Alli-
ance for Safe Schools, which re-
cently provided training to staff  
and some board members, includ-
ing Duncan.

“I believe we all want a safe and 
welcoming environment for all 
students to learn — and maybe I’m 
too sensitive,” Duncan said. “But 
actually, that evening, as I sat at a 
table with a student across from 
me ... that individual’s parents 
were not supportive. Not welcom-
ing. Harmful. And that really got 
to me. That truly sensitized me.”

Duncan said the policy, as cur-
rently written, “would actually 
direct staff  to dishonor, as we’ve 
heard tonight, the chosen names 
and pronouns of transgender stu-
dents, unless parent approved, 
and could create an unsafe, un-
welcoming environment and po-
tential for a lawsuit.”

He cited the Madison Public 
Schools policy which calls on 
recognizing an individual’s gen-
der identity as one that is vali-
dated and supported. The policy 
also requires all staff  to refer to 

the students’ preferred names and 
pronouns and maintain confi den-
tiality and ensure privacy.

“Refusal to respect a student’s 
name and pronouns is a violation 
of that school district’s discrimi-
nation policy,” he said.

Duncan also cited Milwaukee’s 
and Madison’s policies, which ad-
dress students use of accommo-
dations that correspond to their 
gender identity and the option for 
more privacy.

Questions linger about transgender policy

Woman was sexually 

assaulted at train station

Linton

Unified delays action, 

seeks to address 

inconsistencies
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