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Kenosha Mayor John 
Antaramian reportedly 
suffered a heart attack 
Sunday, according to 
city administrator Ed St. 
Peter.

Antaramian’s con-
dition was reported at 
several Memorial Day 
services which he was 
either expected to attend 
or was a planned guest 
speaker.

“He went to the hospi-
tal Sunday morning,” St. 
Peter said, adding he was 
having symptoms associ-
ated with heart problems.

St. Peter said Anta-
ramian was stable and 
recovering Monday 
following a heart cathe-
terization procedure. The 
name of the hospital was 
not released.

“He does not know how 
long he will be there,” St. 
Peter said.

He added that Anta-
ramian always looks 
forward to attending the 
Memorial Day events 
throughout the city.

“If he could be there on 
a gurney, he would have 
been at all those events,” 
St. Peter said.

Organizers of the 
Memorial Day services 
asked for those in 
attendance to pray for 
Antaramian’s recovery, 
and news of his hospital-
ization on social media 
drew more than 100 well 
wishes Monday.

Mayor 

recovering 

from Sunday 

heart attack

KENOSHA NEWS FILE PHOTO 
BY BRIAN PASSINO

City of Kenosha Mayor 
John Antaramian suf-
fered a heart attack 
Sunday, and is currently 
recovering in an undis-
closed hospital.

Debra Ann Meredik-Holm, 
64, died May 22.

Wayne L. Presterl, 83, of 

Kenosha, died May 24.

For a complete listing of 
obituaries, see Page A4.
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It couldn’t have been 
any easier than in Ke-
nosha Monday to recog-
nize the reason behind 
Memorial Day.

All one had to do was 
an about-face every hour 
from 9 a.m. to noon and 
there was a ceremony 
at a park or a cemetery 
to remember those who 
died while serving their 
country.

The Memorial Day 
events held through-

out Kenosha, Pleasant 
Prairie and Somers drew 
hundreds — from all 
generations and donning 
ceremonious head cover 
from every branch of the 
military — to hear the 
names of the fallen, wit-
ness the laying of memo-
rial wreaths and bow their 
heads in prayer before 
rain took over the day.

Navy Club
The traditional series 

of ceremonies began at 
9 a.m. with a service held 

by Navy Club Ship 40 at 
Navy Park.

More than 150 people 
gathered to hear the bell 
toll once each in memory 
of the Navy Club members 
who died during the last 
year, as well as for those 
who went before them and 
those whose fate is still 
unknown.

Jim Froehlke, a Marine 
veteran from Kenosha, 
said he takes time each 
Memorial Day to remem-
ber his cousin, “Buddy” 
Froehlke, who was killed 

in the Battle of the Bulge. 
Like Froehlke, Tim 
Stearns, of Kenosha, has 
attended the event for 
about eight years.

This year Stearns, him-
self an Air Force veteran, 
said he was especially 
thinking of his friend Ken-
neth Flaglor, of Pleasant 
Prairie, who died in Jan-
uary. Flaglor received a 
Purple Heart for an injury 
he incurred at the Battle of 
the Bulge.

“To honor, remember 
and never forget,” is why 

Flaglor said he makes the 
rounds to the various cere-
monies held each year.

Commanding officer 
Jim Zeszutek explained 
that, on Memorial Day, 
flags fly at half staff until 
noon and are raised to full 
height until sundown.

“This unique custom 
honors the war dead for 
the morning and living 
veterans for the rest of the 
day,” Zeszutek said.

Senior executive officer 

Memorial Day events held throughout city, area
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Bob Brown, left, a Marine Corps veteran and Navy Club Ship 40 chaplain, salutes the flag during a Ship 40 service 
at Navy Park on Monday. See more Memorial Day photos on pages A5 and A6.
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Beyond the parades, marching 
bands and fire trucks in Salem 
Lakes/Silver Lake and Twin 
Lakes Monday morning, the real 
meaning of the Memorial Day 
hit home when the color guard 
marched into view representing 
those from the nation’s armed 
services who could not be there.

“Today is a special day when 
we remember those who gave 
their lives over the centuries,” 
said Janet Geller-Lesko, U.S. 
Navy retired and sergeant-at-
arms, speaking at American 
Legion Post 544 in Twin Lakes. 
“This is for us to remember them, 
to try in our own way to live up to 
their standard.”

That standard is high, with 
over 1.1 million Americans giving 
their lives in battle since the Rev-
olutionary War, according to PBS 
based on figures from the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs.

That makes Memorial Day 

even more poignant today as 
battles yet rage and those who 
serve continue to put themselves 

in harm’s way for their country. 
It is a day that many often don’t 
remember is not for barbecues 

and fun, but to foremost remem-
ber those who didn’t come home 
from war, according to Dennis 
Hackeloer, commander of the 
Schultz-Hahn American Legion 
Post 293 in Silver Lake.

“This day is sacred with an 
almost invisible presence of those 
who have gone before us,” Hack-
eloer said. “We honor those who 
gave their service and lives for 
our country.”

Both the Silver Lake and Twin 
Lakes American Legion posts 
honored the memory of those 
fallen with musical renditions of 
patriotic songs played by mem-
bers of the Wilmot High, Randall 
and Central marching bands, 
along with the laying of a memo-
rial wreath.

At Silver Lake, a reading of the 
poignant words of John McRae’s 
epic poem “In Flanders Fields,” 
commemorating the fallen of 
World War I, still rings true over 

West end communities remember sacrifice of  fallen soldiers
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Fran Carr and husband Bill Carr, an 86-year-old Korean War vet-
eran, watch the flag and colors pass during Monday’s Memorial 
Day parade in Twin Lakes.

‘We have to remember’

See CITY, Page A5

See WEST END, Page A5
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