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TODAY INDEX

Details, B4

DEATHS
Dolores M. Sommers, 90, of 
Kenosha, died Tuesday.
Jose L. Gomez, 68, of Ke-
nosha, died Monday.
James J. McGinley, 87, of 
Pleasant Prairie, died Monday.
Mildred J. Barengo, 88, for-

merly of Kenosha, died Sunday.
MaryAnn Funk, 87, died 
Sunday.
Ralph Nudi, 86, died Saturday, 
March 9.
Frederick N. Gilson, 91, of 
Salem, died Thursday.

John “Jack” R. Hoffman, 77, of 
Kenosha, died Thursday.
Doris L. Roach, 70, of Salem 
Lakes, died Friday.
John J. Roach, 87, of Salem 
Lakes, died Tuesday, Feb. 26.
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Local teams 

compete at Midwest 

Foodservice Expo

Central’s Zackery 

named WBCA 

All-State C1D1

Village Board OKs Vista at Creekside plan — Page A3
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dsmith@kenoshanews.com

The Kenosha Police and 
Fire Commission on Tues-
day upheld the termination 
of a police sergeant con-
victed of drunken driving.

Sgt. Gregory Munnelly, 
who was fi red in February, 
appealed the decision to the 
commission.

Tuesday’s meeting 
hinged on a technical ques-
tion: Was the police chief’s 

fi ring of Munnelly “disci-
pline” and, if so, did the 
chief violate state statute 
by bypassing the Police and 
Fire Commission, which 
hears disciplinary cases?

The city, through attor-
ney Joel Aziere, argued it 
was not, and argued that 
the commission did not 
have jurisdiction over the 
matter.

Munnelly’s attorney 
argued the termination was 

disciplinary.
Before making a decision 

on the police sergeant’s ter-
mination, the commission 
fi rst heard arguments on 
the jurisdiction and opted 
to hear Munnelly’s appeal.

Munnelly, 
41, was fi red 
by Police 
Chief Dan 
Miskinis 
Feb. 1 about 
a month 
after Mun-
nelly pleaded 
guilty to 
operating 
while intoxi-

cated causing injury.
In fi ring Munnelly, 

Miskinis acted without 

seeking a disciplinary hear-
ing through the Police and 
Fire Commission, instead 
terminating Munnelly 
because — as he no longer 
had a valid driver’s license 
— he did not meet the min-
imum qualifi cations for the 
job. The city argued that 
the termination was not a 
disciplinary action.

In Munnelly’s appeal, 
his attorney argued that 
Miskinis violated Munnel-
ly’s rights by bypassing 
the commission, which 
typically approves hiring 
and fi ring decisions.

With the commission’s 
decision Tuesday, Munnelly 
is expected to appeal his 
termination in circuit court.

Munnelly was arrested 
in November 2017 in Oak 
Creek after he crashed into 
a vehicle that was stopped at 
a traffi c light. He was not on 
duty at the time and was not 
driving a Kenosha police 
car. The driver in the car he 
struck had minor injuries.

Munnelly’s blood-alcohol 
level was more than twice 
the legal limit when he was 
tested after the crash.

According to testimony 
at the hearing Tuesday, 
Munnelly informed the Ke-
nosha Police Department of 
his arrest and was initially 
placed on desk duty. He 
then returned to regular 
duty until he entered his 
plea.

With his conviction, 
Munnelly was sentenced 
to 40 days in jail and his 
license was revoked for a 
year.

In testimony Tuesday, 
Miskinis said having a 
valid driver’s license and 
a good driving record is 
part of the job description 
created by the city for all 
police offi cers.

He said he decided it 
was “most expeditious and 
appropriate” to terminate 
Munnelly directly because 
he no longer met the job 
qualifi cations.

“All sworn positions 
within the police depart-
ment require a valid driv-
er’s license,” Miskinis said.

Panel upholds offi cer’s dismissal
Munnelly was fi red

after OWI conviction

Greg

Munnelly
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Emine Aliji, Bella Nesci, Isabel 
Kessler and Eydie Furnett didn’t always 
think of themselves as leaders.

But the eighth-graders at The Bromp-
ton School have seen a shift, one that 
they feel has empowered them to think 
in terms of embracing their own leader-
ship qualities, helping reinforce them 
with their peers and serving as a model 
for younger students.

The students were part of a 10-member 
discussion panel that took place Tues-
day at the Leader in Me “Learning to 
Lead” symposium held at the Wyndham 
Garden Harborside hotel in downtown 
Kenosha. The symposium, which drew 
about 100 people, mainly educators, 
featured several sessions with training 
targeted at different grade levels of the 
FranklinCovey-developed curriculum.

“So, at fi rst, do your work, blah, blah, 
blah ... all the normal school routines. 
I feel now people are stepping up to 
being a leader,” Emine said. “Not just 
to groups as a whole, but being a leader 
in yourself ... you are your own leader. 
You’re prioritizing. You’re sharpening 
the saw and taking time for yourself.”

The Brompton School, a pre-K-8 char-
ter school in Kenosha Unifi ed School Dis-
trict, is in its second year of implementa-
tion of the Leader in Me program, based 
on the book of the same name by co-au-
thors Stephen and Sean Covey, David 
Hatch and Combs Elementary Principal 
Muriel Summers, who established the 
fi rst leadership elementary school in the 

nation. Summers also delivered the key-
note address at Tuesday’s symposium.

In establishing the program, Summers 
took to heart author Stephen Covey’s 
“Seven Habits of Highly Effective 
People” as its cornerstone, adapting the 
habits to help give students and staff the 
tools to transform their diverse elemen-
tary.

Among the “habits” prescribed are 
being proactive, beginning with the end 
results in mind, putting fi rst things fi rst, 
thinking “win-win”, seeking to fi rst un-
derstand then to be understood, “syner-
gize” and sharpening the saw to improve 
oneself. There is an eighth habit, which 
in essence is the result of the others in 
“fi nding your voice.”

According to Brompton counselor 
Molly Mehan-Scuglik the faculty began 
to incorporate the leadership curriculum 
in 2017. Somers Elementary and Forest 
Park Elementary have also begun to 
implement the leadership curriculum.

“It is going well. I would say that 
sometimes it goes faster, and we need to 
slow it down a little bit. We know that,” 
she said. “We have a lot of plans. We 
have a lot of passion for it. Our kids are 
doing great this year with lessons in the 
classroom.”

While the fi rst year was an introduc-
tion, this school year Brompton is devel-
oping student groups and “lighthouse 
teams” and coaches.

“We’re kind of in the introductory 
process of it. We’re super excited, and 

BY JEFFREY ZAMPANTI
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A worldwide pro-life campaign 
made a stop in Kenosha on Tues-
day for an hourlong prayer vigil 
outside of Planned Parenthood, 
3601 Roosevelt Road.

40 Days for Life, a community
-based initiative to stop abortion, 
marked the 14th day of its 377-city 
tour by sharing its mission, an-
ti-abortion message and personal 
stories with a curbside gathering 

of about 20 local residents.
The vigil was led by 40 Days for 

Life Kenosha coordinator Karen 
Mathis and the Rev. Dwight Camp-
bell of Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Catholic Church.

Representatives from 40 Days 
for Life appearing were campaign 
director Steve Karlen of Madison 
and campaign strategist Chris 
Davis of Shreveport, La.

The campaign seeks to end abor-
tion through its three-point pro-

gram: Prayer and fasting, constant 
vigil and community outreach.

40 Days for Life began in College 
Station, Texas, in 2004 and has 
since expanded to more than 30 
countries. The group claims to 
have saved 100 babies since its 
March 6 kickoff and boasts 15,356 
lives saved from abortion since its 
inception.

“What makes 40 Days for Life 

A skateboarder cruises along the har-
bor channel as the temperature neared 
50 degrees on Tuesday. While the rest 
of the week has a chance of rain in 
the forecast and a mix of clouds and 

sunshine, Saturday will offer a bright, 
sunny day for residents to get back to 
enjoying outdoor events, with a high 
of 46. See our extended weather fore-
cast on Page B4.

40 Days for Life brings its anti-abortion message to Kenosha
Steve Karlen, 

left, campaign 
director, and 

Chris Davis, cam-
paign strategist, 
from 40 Days for 

Life, take part 
in a prayer vigil 

Tuesday outside 
Planned Par-

enthood, 3601 
Roosevelt Road.
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BY BRIAN PASSINO See 40 DAYS, Page A6

Finding the Leader in Me
Kenosha hosts symposium featuring 

award-winning school leadership program

See LEADER, Page A6
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