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Details, B6

DEATHS
Jean Grevenow, 64, of 
Kenosha, died Sunday.
Merlin “Merl” G. Hall, 
78, of Kenosha, died 
Sunday.
Beverly Jane Mandli, 94, 

of Racine, died Saturday.
Ronald E. Wendlick, 
80, of Burlington, died 
Saturday.
Mary Ann Adams, 85, of 
Kenosha, died Friday.

Betty J. Borske, 94, of 
Kenosha, died July 29.

Page A5
Also:
Wayne A. Baltes, 70, of 
Kenosha, died Monday.
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Sustainable nutrition fi ts a healthy lifestyle — D1
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Out cattin’ around
Fiji hangs out outside Captain Mike’s Sunday. The cat, who lives on the tall ship 
Picton Castle, was seen in the downtown area during last weekend’s Tall Ships 
Festival. Read more about him on Page B1.
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PLEASANT PRAIRIE — Opi-
oid addictions continue to take 
their toll on Kenosha County 
families as the number of resi-
dents who’ve had their parental 
rights terminated by the courts 
is expected to more than double 
this year, according to the dis-
trict attorney.

“This year in Kenosha 
County, we have twice as many 
children in foster care as we 
had fi ve years ago, and it’s in 
a direct relation to parents 
struggling with addiction and 
not being able to care for their 
kids,” District Attorney Michael 
Graveley said Monday in a spe-
cial presentation to the Pleasant 

Prairie Village Board.
He said the number of peti-

tions seeking termination of 
parental rights has soared to 90.

“Usually we have about 45 
of those a year,” he said. “I’ve 
never seen a drug addition crisis 
of this type in my entire lifetime 
in this profession.”

Over the last fi ve years, the 
county has seen an average of 50 
opioid-overdose deaths a year.

Graveley also spoke about the 
dangers of fentanyl, a synthetic 
version of morphine, that is up to 
100 times more powerful than her-
oin, which comes from poppies 
that naturally produce morphine.

“We were just turning the cor-
ner with heroin overdoses when 
fentanyl began being laced in 

almost all the heroin we’re now 
seeing coming into this county,” 
he said.

Starts with painkillers
Graveley said the problem 

starts with prescription painkill-
ers — two of every three heroin 
addicts begin with a doctor’s le-
gal prescription of opioids, such 
as Oxycontin or Vicodin.

“So, it’s a really insidious 
problem,” he said.

Recently doctors and the 
medical industry have begun 
asserting control over issuing 
opioid painkiller prescriptions.

Graveley described “the crazy 
and sort of tragic economy” of 
black-market painkillers.

“Let’s say it takes $50 a day of 
black-market pain pills to keep 
you from getting sick in your 
addiction,” he said. “You can get 
that same amount of heroin for 
$10, with all the deadly ramifi ca-
tions that has.”

It’s the toughest form of addic-
tion he’s seen in his 30 years as a 
prosecutor, he said.

Diversion program
To that end, the local justice 

system created Wisconsin’s fi rst 
diversion program, which takes 
fi rst-time offenders who are 
jailed to a detox program based 
at the KARE Center, 510 60th St.

Those in the supervised, 
18-month program receive an in-

jection of Vivitrol once a month, 
which inhibits heroin cravings.

“If you succeed, we will not 
charge you with that crime,” he 
said.

The district attorney’s offi ce 
and local law enforcement have 
also cracked down on those 
who sell or give heroin to users 
whose overdose results in death. 
Two years ago, his offi ce fi led 
charges in four such cases, a 
number that has since grown to 
14 in 2018.

“We’re looking at every 
heroin overdose as a murder 
case. And we’re are charging 
you with reckless homicide ... if 
we can show you provided the 
drugs to an individual who then 
dies as a result,” he said.

DA: Opioids breaking up families

BY EVAN CASEY

KENOSHA NEWS 
CORRESPONDENT

KENOSHA — Many 
Kenosha Kingfi sh players 
spend their summer 
months away from their 
homes and families.

It can be daunting and 
stressful for the players, 
who are in college, but 
individuals and families 
participating in the host 
family program often 
work to relieve much of 
that stress.

About 30 families and 
individuals host Kingfi sh 
players each summer. 
Beyond providing meals 
and a place to sleep, the 
hosts also provide lifelong 
relationships.

Sure, there are benefi ts 

for the hosts — including 
free season tickets and 
guaranteed giveaways — 
but many say that’s not 

why they do it. Rather, 
they tend to care more 

BY DENEEN SMITH

dsmith@kenoshanews.com

Two men are alleged 
to have robbed several 
stores at knifepoint in 
Kenosha before being 
arrested after a robbery 
Sunday with a 3-year-old 
child in their getaway car.

Scott Haun, 46, of Ke-
nosha, and Daniel Wells, 
38, of Silver Lake, were 
each charged Tuesday 
with four counts of armed 
robbery with threat of 
force and with four counts 
of child neglect. Haun is 
also facing unrelated her-

oin charges.
The robbery charges 

stem from a series of 
crimes that began Thurs-
day with a robbery at a BP 
Gas Station, 2528 75th St.

An employee of the 

station told Kenosha 
Police that a man, his face 
covered with a bandanna, 
came behind the counter 
and pointed a knife at her, 
demanding money. He 
fl ed with $300 to $400 in 
cash.

Over the next three 
days, similar incidents 
occurred at two other 
businesses in the city.

On Friday, a man with 
his face covered and 
holding a knife robbed 
Morelli’s Deli and Cater-

‘They let meow-t’ ‘You get a son’
Kenosha Kingfi sh host families 

provide lifelong relationships

PHOTO COURTESY OF RICK JOHNSTON

Brian Vance, left, a former catcher with the Ke-
nosha Kingfi sh, stand with his host Rick Johnston.

See KINGFISH, Page A4

See ROBBERIES, Page A4
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Providing a continuum of
quality care of Kenosha County

Compassionate Support...It’s our Roots!

3506 Washington Road • (262) 653-3800

www.booksidecarecenter.com

3508 Washington Road • (262) 653-3880

www.willowbrookofkenosha.com

Compassion...It’s in our hearts!

http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B6&uuid=c480a57f-fc2e-521d-bb96-ac0d8b885530
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A5&uuid=c480a57f-fc2e-521d-bb96-ac0d8b885530
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B5&uuid=c480a57f-fc2e-521d-bb96-ac0d8b885530
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A3&uuid=c480a57f-fc2e-521d-bb96-ac0d8b885530
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=D1&uuid=c480a57f-fc2e-521d-bb96-ac0d8b885530
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B5&uuid=c480a57f-fc2e-521d-bb96-ac0d8b885530
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B6&uuid=c480a57f-fc2e-521d-bb96-ac0d8b885530
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=C6&uuid=c480a57f-fc2e-521d-bb96-ac0d8b885530
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A5&uuid=c480a57f-fc2e-521d-bb96-ac0d8b885530
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=D1&uuid=c480a57f-fc2e-521d-bb96-ac0d8b885530
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=D2&uuid=c480a57f-fc2e-521d-bb96-ac0d8b885530
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=c480a57f-fc2e-521d-bb96-ac0d8b885530
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B4&uuid=c480a57f-fc2e-521d-bb96-ac0d8b885530
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B2&uuid=c480a57f-fc2e-521d-bb96-ac0d8b885530
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=C5&uuid=c480a57f-fc2e-521d-bb96-ac0d8b885530
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B3&uuid=c480a57f-fc2e-521d-bb96-ac0d8b885530
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B5&uuid=c480a57f-fc2e-521d-bb96-ac0d8b885530
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A4&uuid=c480a57f-fc2e-521d-bb96-ac0d8b885530
http://kenoshanews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A4&uuid=c480a57f-fc2e-521d-bb96-ac0d8b885530

