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A city park tucked away 
in a southside neighbor-
hood could soon become a 
popular hot spot.

City offi cials said plans 
are underway to begin 
construction this fall on 
a splash pad and pavilion 
at Schulte Park, 4300 87th 
Place. The $330,000 project, 
funded through an amend-
ment to the city’s Capital 
Improvement Program, is 
tentatively scheduled to 
be completed in early 2020, 
according to Kenosha Pub-

lic Works Director Shelly 
Billingsley.

“We’re still in the 
design phase,” Billingsley 
said.

The city is under 
contract with Wauke-
sha-based Ayres Associ-
ates, an architectural and 
engineering services fi rm, 
for the project.

The splash pad includes 
a variety of vortexes, 
including geysers, foun-
tains, sprayers, towers 
and jellies. A walkway, 
complete with a bike rack 
and several park benches, 
begins at 87th Place and 

circles the play area. The 
pavilion is connected by 
an adjoining walkway and 
is large enough to cover 
multiple picnic tables.

A majority of the park’s 
existing playground equip-
ment will remain.

Several major city proj-
ects — including shoreline 
revetment, harbor dredg-
ing and road construc-
tion — are ongoing and 
on schedule, according 
to assistant city engineer 
Greg Boldt.

Shoreline revetment
A nearly $8 million 

lakefront infrastructure 
project is progressing 
smoothly in Kennedy 
Park.

Massive pieces of gran-

City projects in full swing now
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Contractor Oakes & Son removes concrete pavement from 22nd Avenue at 
81st Street for a reconstruction project.
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One man’s tree stump is 
another man’s treasure.

Burlington resident Dave 
Fliess, 59, is a commercial 
building inspector for the 
city of Kenosha and self-
taught chainsaw artist. When 
he sees a tree stump, he 
envisions a soaring eagle, a 
grizzly bear, a fl ailing salmon 
or maybe an angel.

“I just start cutting away 
and see what happens,” Fliess 
said. “There’s something in 
that log, and it’s my job to 
fi nd it.”

Fliess removed his ear-
buds, safety goggles and put 
down his chainsaw to speak 
with the News recently about 
his unique hobby.

Q: How did you become 
involved with chainsaw 
carving?

A: Growing up on a farm, 
we never had a sharp chain-
saw, and we had to cut a lot 
of wood. I bought a house in 
Burlington, and it had a big 
stump in the backyard. I went 
online one day and got some 
ideas about what to carve, 
and I carved an eagle. That 
was 11 years ago. It was ex-
citing. I enjoyed it and never 
stopped.

Q: That seems like a 
high degree of diffi culty 
for a fi rst-timer. How did it 
turn out?

A: It was pretty crude. I 
didn’t do very good on the 
feathers or the beak or the 
feet. I didn’t know where to 
start. The hardest part is 
getting proportions right, 
getting things symmetrical 
and proportionate. I found 
a tutorial, and I followed it. 
Every carving you learn a 
little bit more. Over time, I 
was able to do a couple more 
eagles. There’s one that has 
its wings up in the air. That’s 
probably my best eagle so far.

Q: How many carvings 
have you done?

A: I’d say a couple hun-
dred. Last winter, I did a 

carving of a little evergreen 
tree, about two feet high. 
Everybody just loved it. I 
couldn’t make enough of 
them. I had enough wood 
to do 23, and I sold them all 
right away. They put the little 
LED lights on them and put 
them in their front window 
or porches. It went over 
really well.

Q: Do you have a favor-
ite?

A: Probably the grizzly 
bear is my favorite right 
now. Each carving that I do 
turns out to be my favorite. 
I get myself to another level 
each and every time I do a 
carving. They’re all a little 
bit different or more com-
plex. Each carving takes me 
a step beyond. I did a little 
bit of everything on the bear. 
I burned the bear and took 
wire wheels, and I took some 
of that charring off so it gives 
it a nice brown streaky look. 
It’s not all black. It’s a grizzly. 

Burlington man 

makes treasures 

out of  tree stumps
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Woodcarver Dave Fliess 
has some of his work on 
display at Maxon Equip-
ment at 6221 122 Avenue.

Kenosha celebrates Pride
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Colorful displays of unity

The annual Kenosha Pride Parade gets underway in Library Park on Sunday afternoon. See more 
on Page A5. See FLIESS, Page A5

See PROJECTS, Page A5
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