
$2.00TUESDAY, JULY 16, 2019

To subscribe: 262-657-1600; 
Delivered $28.00 monthly

Visit our website:
www.kenoshanews.com

The Kenosha News

is grateful for its 

subscribers, including 

Alice Messenger

of Pleasant Prairie.

TODAY’S FORECAST INDEXDEATHS

Nicolas Santiago Soto, 86, 
died Friday.

For a complete listing of 
obituaries, see Page A4.

Partly sunny; 

chance of T-storm

High 86; Low 69 

Details, B4
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Scott Walker accepts 

new job, won’t run 

for offi  ce in 2022

Local woman’s cre-

ations help fund 
cancer research D1A6

Tirabassi claims Men’s Division title in Rotary tourney — Page C1
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BY DENEEN SMITH

dsmith@kenoshanews.com

A 22-year-old is recover-
ing from a gunshot wound, 
one of several incidents 
in which gunfi re was 
reported in Kenosha over 
the weekend.

Kenosha Police were 

called to the 1500 block 
of 61st Street at 3:39 a.m. 
Saturday for a report that 
a man had been shot.

They found the 22-year-
old had been shot in the 
leg.

They also found shell 
casings from two different 

weapons at the scene.
The injured man 

remains hospitalized in 
stable condition.

There were several 
other incidents of shots 
being fi red over the week-
end:

 ■ At about 10 p.m. 

Sunday, police were called 
to the 6000 block of 14th 
Avenue for a report of 
gunfi re.

They found a house that 
appeared to have been 
targeted. Bullet holes were 
found in the house, but 
no one was injured. Four 

shell casings were found at 
the scene.

 ■ On Saturday at about 
9:40 a.m., a resident of the 
3700 block of 62nd Street 
reported fi nding bullet 
holes in a parked car.

Police believe that dam-
age may be related to a 

shots-fi red call reported at 
about 10 p.m. on July 11.

A witness had reported 
hearing shots in the area 
at that time and seeing two 
men running from that 
area, but police found no 
evidence of gunfi re at the 
time of the call.

Man recovering from gunshot wound; police probing other gun reports
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State offi cials made several 
stops in Kenosha Monday to 
discuss budget issues with 
residents and city offi cials.

Department of Revenue 
Secretary-designee Peter 
Barca and Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Secretary-de-
signee Mary Kolar discussed 
middle class tax cuts, retail 
sales tax, dark store issues 
and veterans programs dur-
ing the tour, which included 
stops at a local restaurant, a 
local hardware store, a cafe 
and the county’s Veterans 
Affairs offi ce.

At Gateway Cafe, 3619 30th 
Ave., they met with city, 
county and village offi cials to 
discuss issues affecting their 
communities and to learn of 
concerns they had about the 
budget and fi nancing options.

They were accompanied 
by state Reps. Tod Ohnstad, 
D-Kenosha, and Tip McGuire, 
D-Kenosha.

At Gateway, one of the key 
discussion points was the 
dark store issue that offi cials 
said puts a strain on their 

municipal budgets and ulti-
mately upon taxpayers.

The dark stores tax loop-
hole allows big-box retailers 
to have their tax assessments 
based on similar sized vacant 
buildings. Local municipal 
offi cials say the move shifts 
more of the tax burden onto 
individuals.

Kenosha Mayor John Anta-
ramian said the loophole has 
had an impact on the city and 
property owners. Antaramian 
estimated that the impact was 
about $450 per household.

He said the revenue stream 
is drying up, saying there is 
a need for other types of reve-
nue other than from property 
taxes.

Somers Village President 
George Stoner said taxpayers 
in his community faced a 
higher tax burden because 
Walmart and Sam’s Club have 
used the loophole to reduce 
their taxes.

Stoner said that those 
stores require more munic-
ipal resources, noting that 
they result in more police 

Barca, others visit to 

discuss budget issues

KENOSHA NEWS PHOTOS BY BRIAN PASSINO

Jerry Andersen, left, owner of Parkside True Value Hardware, takes part in a listening session Monday at his store with 
state government offi cials. From left are Andersen; Andy Berg, Kenosha County Board supervisor; Mary Kolar, secre-
tary-designee, Department of Veterans Affairs; Dirk Petersen, Parkside store manager; state Rep. Tip McGuire; Peter 
Barca, secretary-designee, Department of Revenue; and John Dickert, administrator of the state and local fi nance 
division of the Department of Revenue.

“It’s been an anchor on the north side forever,” said Peter 
Barca, pictured, secretary-designee of the Wisconsin De-
partment of Revenue, during a visit with the public at the 
Parkside True Value Hardware store, one of the stops dur-
ing a series of community listening sessions.
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An ongoing project at the Kenosha 
County Courthouse is updating 
courtrooms to accommodate modern 
technology — and may possibly reveal 
a hidden past.

The county has budgeted the grad-
ual renovation of courtrooms in the 
historic building, with the most recent 
renovation unveiled Monday. Circuit 
Court Judge David Bastianelli, along 
with County Executive Jim Kreuser 
and Clerk of Courts Rebecca Matoska-
Mentink, cut a ceremonial ribbon to re-
open Bastianelli’s second-fl oor Branch 
1 courtroom.

The courtroom had been undergoing 
renovation since April, with updated 
lighting and audio; new desks for the 
judge, clerk, court reporter and attor-
neys; and upgrades to the jury room. 
The budget for the project was $390,000.

Most signifi cant for operations in the 
courtroom, the renovation upgrades 
technology, allowing attorneys and ex-
pert witnesses to link computers with 
the video screens in the courtroom 
from their desks.

Video and photographic evidence 
is commonly used at trial, but with 
the former technology systems in the 
courtroom, it wasn’t always easy for 
attorneys to operate. “It’s little things 
like that that make a big difference 
when you are running the system,” 
Bastianelli said as he pointed out the 
technology upgrades at the ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony.

The Branch 1 courtroom is the sec-
ond to be renovated in the project. Last 
year, the fi rst-fl oor Branch 4 courtroom 
used by Judge Anthony Milisauskas 
was renovated.

Additional work likely
Frank Martinelli, engineering proj-

ects manager for the county, said there 
are also likely to be smaller repairs and 
renovations done to other courtrooms 
in the building.

But the biggest project in the renova-
tion is still a question mark. Martinelli 
said a study is underway on whether 
it would be possible to repair 1960s-era 
damage to the ceremonial courtroom 
used by Judge Bruce Schroeder in 
Branch 3.

The largest courtroom in the build-
ing, Schroeder’s courtroom features 
many period details original to the time 
the building opened in 1925, including 
an original mural of Lady Justice.

But during a 1970s renovation when 
air conditioning was added to the build-
ing, contractors punched duct work 
through ornate plaster details in the 
room and added a drop ceiling to cover 
the ducts. In doing so, they also covered 
a stained glass skylight and a frieze 
that includes a quote from Abraham 
Lincoln.

The quote hidden under the ceiling 
comes from Lincoln’s address to the 
Young Men’s Lyceum of Jan. 27, 1838, 
in Springfi eld, Ill.: “Let every Ameri-
can, every lover of liberty, every well-

Courthouse 

history

State offi cials address dark 

stores, residents’  concerns

See VISIT, Page A5 See COURTHOUSE, Page A5

Renovations

began in April
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