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Dem delegates to bypass Kenosha
BY JILL TATGE-ROZELL
According to the Kenosha
jrozell@kenoshanews.com Area Convention and Visitors’
and LEE ENTERPRISES STAFF Bureau, there are 18 hotels with
Delegates to next year’s
more than 1,200 rooms in KeDemocratic National Convennosha County, mostly clustered
tion in Milwaukee will stay at
around Interstate 94. Two are in
hotels as far south as O’Hare
the heart of downtown Kenosha.
International Airport, but not
Dennis DuChene, president
in Kenosha County — a decision of the KACVB, said Friday he
that has some wondering why
believes the Illinois hotels were
Kenosha seems to have been
chosen based on their ability to
overlooked.
house entire contingents of state
The Milwaukee Journal Sendelegates in one location.
tinel on Thursday reported that
31 state delegations will stay at
Full-service hotels
hotels in the Milwaukee area,
However, Real Racine Presiwhile another 26 will stay in
dent and CEO Dave Blank said
northern Illinois.
only certain types of hotels qual“It just doesn’t seem sensible
to me,” Rollin Pizzala, president ified to be delegate hotels.
“The criteria for a delegate
of the Kenosha County Demohotel was that it had to be a
cratic Party, said Friday. “Why
full service hotel,” Blank said.
would they place delegates who
“Which means that there has to
have to be in Milwaukee by
be a bar and a restaurant in the
7 a.m. in Illinois and not here?
hotel. Not nearby, in the hotel.”
Kenosha has a dozen hotels.”

That means the only hotels in
Racine County that could have
qualified would be the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel, located off
of Lake Avenue, and the Delta
Hotels by Marriott located on
Washington Avenue in Mount
Pleasant.
In Kenosha County, the only
hotels meeting the criteria

are The Stella and Wyndham
Garden-Kenosha Harborside in
downtown Kenosha and the Best
Western Executive Inn by the
interstate.
Racine County Democratic
Party Chair Meg Andrietch said
she wasn’t surprised to hear
that Racine will not house any
state delegates and that having a restaurant in the hotel is
necessary.
“You need a location onsite
where your delegation can
meet and have a full breakfast,”
Andrietch said, adding delegates
will likely have lunch near the
convention in downtown Milwaukee. “In the evening when
they get done and come back, if
you want something to eat you
need a restaurant in your hotel.
That makes some sense.”
Madison has more hotels that
would qualify, but none of its hotels were chosen to house state

delegations either.
State Sen. Robert Wirch,
D-Somers, said delegates and
others will still look for closer
accommodations.
“People will want to stay as
close as possible,” Wirch said.
“I’m sure they will stay in (Kenosha) hotels and eat at Kenosha
restaurants. It’s just a shorter
drive time.”

Officials: Rooms
will be filled
Tourism officials in Kenosha
and Racine are confident local
hotels will be full during the
convention.
“I’m confident they are going
to be filled,” DuChene said, adding thousands of others coming
for the convention, including
See CONVENTION, Page A5

Crashes spike
in work zone
I-94 construction traffic
‘unsafe for everyone involved’
BY JONATHON SADOWSKI
LEE ENTERPRISES

Johnson and Rogers
died at the scene. They
were officially identified by
dental records almost two
weeks later. Two others
suffered severe burns but
survived. The catastrophic
event made national news.
In the two months since,
a chemical spill shut down
all northbound lanes near
the Racine-Milwaukee
county line after a twosemi crash. Ten people
were injured in a seven-vehicle pileup earlier this
month near Seven Mile
Road. A crash Monday afternoon once again pushed
the median into oncoming
traffic; miraculously, no
one was injured.

On the morning of June
19, Kenneth Rogers, a
40-year-old truck driver
from Milwaukee, was on
his normal route headed
south on Interstate 94
through Racine County. A
truck driver for five years,
Rogers loved his job and
knew his route well, his
sister Christina Rogers
said.
As Kenneth Rogers
passed over Kraut
Road/50th Road about a
mile north of Highway 20,
he began to make a lane
change. Rogers’ truck collided with a construction
barrier and he overcorrected, crashing into the
interstate median wall and
pushing it into the northbound lanes.
Three northbound vehicles crashed into the displaced median. Not far behind, another truck driver,
45-year-old Jeffrey Johnson, of Milwaukee, spotted
the crash and veered off
the interstate and into the
ditchline along the east
frontage road. His truck
burst into flames, causing
a chain reaction that spit
fire across the freeway.

PHOTO COURTESY OF RACINE COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

The aftermath of a fiery crash on Interstate 94 near Kraut Road is shown on June 19. Kenneth Rogers,
40, and Jeffery Johnson, 45, both of Milwaukee, were killed when their semi trucks burst into flames.

‘EVER SINCE
that semi
accident up
there (at 50th
Road), I avoid
it like the
plague driving
up through the
construction
zone between
Kenosha and
Racine.’

The fear
“There’s a fear factor
here now,” said Rollin
Pizzala, a semi driver from
Kenosha who said he’s
afraid to drive to Milwaukee because of the construction zone.
The Rogers-Johnson
crash serves as the most
extreme example of the
havoc that has occurred
within the Wisconsin De-

David Beth
LEE ENTERPRISES GRAPHICS

Kenosha County
sheriff

The crash rate was determined by comparing

Sources: WisDOT, Racine and the total number of crashes to the average daily
Kenosha county sheriffs traffic volume by year.

See CRASHES, Page A5
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Mark A. Peterson, 62, of
Kenosha, died on Aug. 5.
For a complete listing of
obituaries, see Page A5.
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A L FA R O M E O

2019 ALFA ROMEO

2019 ALFA ROMEO

GIULIA TI SPORT AWD

$

389

STELVIO SPORT AWD

$

399

^
per month

24 month lease

Stk# F1911

A L FA R O M E O

Stk# F1931

^

24 month
lease

5309 75th St. (Hwy 50) Kenosha, WI • 262-697-3100 • palmenalfaromeo.com

24 mo. Lease (Giulia $3,999 down payment + $389 first mo. Payment + $1,000 Alfa Lease Cash + $1,000 Alfa Bonus= $6,388 due at signing.)(Stelvio $3,999 down payment + $399 first mo. Payment + $1,000 Alfa Lease Cash + $1,000
Alfa Bonus= $6,398 due at signing.)Leases are 10,000 miles per year. Add tax, title, license, and dealer service fees. Security deposit is waived with approved credit. Manufacturer incentives/rebates applied. Everyone qualifies. Vehicles
in this advertisement are for illustration purposes inly and may not reflect the actual color, model, or options of the vehicles for sale. The Dealer is not responsible for any typographical errors in this advertisement. Expires 8/31/19.

per month

