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LEE ENTERPRISES

MOUNT PLEASANT — 
The family of a Kenosha 
Unifi ed School District 
teacher has been displaced 
from their home after a 
fi re early Friday morning 
in the 6600 block of Spring 
Hill Drive, off Spring 
Street.

Now a GoFundMe 
account has been set up to 
help with the immediate 

needs of KUSD teacher 
Jamie Eickner, a spe-
cial education teacher 
at Stocker Elementary 
School, and her family.

The fi re was initially re-
ported at 12:22 a.m. Friday.

When South Shore 
firefighters arrived at 
12:25 a.m., the owner 
informed them the fire 
was in the basement. The 
basement area sustained 
significant smoke dam-
age as did the first floor. 
Damage is estimated at 
$25,000.

The home is part of an 
eight-unit condominium 
complex. Other units 
were evacuated but no 

other units were dam-
aged, according to South 
Shore Battalion Chief Jon 
Keiser.

Donations are being 
taken at www.gofundme.
com and can be found by 
searching for “Help Jaime 
Eickner.”

The message on the 
GoFundMe page notes: 
“Jaime is a great friends 
and always willing to 
help out anyone. Now she 
needs our help! Jaime 
had a fi re at her home 
last night (9/13/2019) and 
unfortunately her home 
is a complete loss as thick 
black soot is covering 
everything.”

It states, “She and the 
kids and their dog all got 
out and are safe. They 
left with only the paja-
mas they were wearing. 
She has homeowner’s 
insurance, so that should 
eventually help; however 
she will have immediate 
needs that these funds will 
cover. Anything you can 
contribute will help.”

As of Saturday after-
noon, the fund had raised 
$5,532 of a $10,000 goal.

The South Shore news 
release states that the 
cause of the fi re is under 
investigation, but Keiser 
said it’s not believed to be 
weather-related.

‘They left with only the pajamas they were wearing’

KUSD teacher’s 

family displaced 

after condo fi re

Neil N. Wendorf, 77, of 
Kenosha, died on Friday.

Charles D. Navoichick, 
72, of Kenosha, died on 
Thursday.

Daniel M. Scheve, 67, of 
Kenosha, died on Thurs-
day.

Loretta F. Doescher, 75, 
of Twin Lakes, died on 
Wednesday.

Leo D. Crump, 85, of Ke-
nosha, died on Tuesday.

Debra Sabrena Day Charl-
ton, 62, of Kenosha, died 
on Monday.

Dean F. Servais died on 
Sept. 7.

Carol Jean Johnson McMa-
hon, 72, of Kenosha, died 
on Sept. 5.

Priscilla Ann Franklin, 
82, of Santa Cruz, Calif., 
formerly of Kenosha, died 
on July 28.

For a complete list of obitu-
aries, see Pages B4, 5.
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LEE ENTERPRISES

MOUNT PLEASANT 
— Foxconn Industrial In-
ternet plans to construct 
Fii Smart Manufacturing 
Center along Braun Road 
on the Wisconn Valley 
Science and Technology 
Park campus.

The center will be 
housed in a more than 
261,000-square-foot, one-
story building with a mez-
zanine, at 12001 Braun 
Road on the Foxconn 
campus. The site is about 
midway between Inter-
state 94 and Highway H.

Fii is a spinoff of sev-
eral former Foxconn busi-
ness units created in June 
2018. It fi led its plans for 
the Smart Manufacturing 
Center with the Village of 
Mount Pleasant and the 
proposal will be on the 
agenda for consideration 
at Plan Commission and 
Village Board this week, 
according to Sam Schultz, 
the village community 
development coordinator.

According to the proj-
ect narrative, the Fii SMC 
will house manufactur-
ing, offi ce support staff, 
packaging and shipping 
and receiving functions. 
The building’s design will 
accommodate the work-
ing population as well as 
visitors to the plant.

The mezzanine along 
the north side of the facil-
ity will house offi ce, sup-
port and meeting spaces. 

Initially the building is 
designed to house 300 oc-
cupants with growth for 
up to 500 occupants.

2020 occupancy
Currently, Fii is plan-

ning to start construction 
Oct. 14, reach “substan-
tial completion” next May 
and take occupancy on 
Sept. 15, 2020.

The company further 
wrote, “This facility will 
primarily manufacture 
components for server 
racks. State-of-the-art 
stamping equipment is 
being planned within the 
facility along with server 
rooms and shipping and 
receiving docks.

“The design calls for 
a central bar that has 
skylights providing 
great daylight. Within 
the space are the lobby, 
break areas, work cafes 
and central toilet rooms. 
Employee locker rooms 
allow staff to change into 
work clothing.”

Documents show the 
Fii Smart Manufacturing 
Center being constructed 
directly east of the 
manufacturing building 
now under construction. 
It would be a one-story 
building with 219,311 
square feet on that fl oor 
— but with a mezzanine 
of an additional 42,342 
square feet.

Foxconn plans Smart 

Manufacturing Center

See FOXCONN, Page A7

BY DENEEN SMITH

dsmith@kenoshanews.com

If it was stormwater 
fl owing into her basement 
after two days of heavy 
rain, it might be an act of 
God.

But when for the second 
time in two years 8 inches 
of city sewage fl owed into 
her house through a drain 
basin and her shower, 
Natacha Nicholas sees an 
act of negligence by city 
planners.

“This is not acceptable,” 
Nicholas said Saturday as 
she worked to clean the 
damage from the sewage 
backup that fl owed into 
her fi nished basement 
overnight Thursday as 
the second day of heavy 
rainstorms dropped sev-
eral inches of rain on the 
already saturated ground.

During the second 

day of storms, the city’s 
sanitary sewer system was 
overwhelmed, forcing the 
city to dump sewage into 
Lake Michigan.

Nicholas was out of 
town Thursday and re-
ceived a call from a friend 
who had stopped in to 
check on her house. “She 
called me and said ‘Nata-
cha, oh my God it smells 
so bad.’”

She said she returned 
home Saturday morning 
to fi nd her basement — not 
yet fully restored from the 
last city sewage overfl ow 
in 2017 — had water marks 
up to about 8 inches. Al-
though the sewage water 
had receded back down 
the drains, it left behind a 
slick of slime.

Nearly everything the 
sewage had touched — in-
cluding two new couches, 

beds for visiting relatives, 
new bathroom vanities 
and drywall — will have 
to be taken out or torn out 
and thrown away.

On Saturday, with the 
help of a friend and her 
former husband Phillip 

Nicholas, she cleaned up 
what she could and loaded 
a rented trailer with what 
couldn’t be saved. Insur-
ance will only cover a frac-
tion of the fi nancial loss.

Sewage nightmare
Residents seek improvements

after multiple backups in home

KENOSHA NEWS PHOTO BY SEAN KRAJACIC

A culvert along Highway K hasn’t helped recent fl ooding in Paddock Lake. In fact, some believe it’s di-
verting too much water unchecked to lower properties where homeowners are getting a lot of fl ooding.

KENOSHA NEWS PHOTO BY DENEEN SMITH

Natacha Nicholas opens a vanity drawer to show 
the damage caused by city sewage that fl ooded her 
basement. Sewage water fl owed into the drawers.

See SEWAGE, Page A7
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