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the businessman was heard 
bragging about predatory 
behavior with women, Priebus 
stood by Trump and made clear 
the RNC would not abandon 
the party’s nominee.

On Dec. 18, Priebus defended 
Trump’s dismissal of the CIA’s 
assertion that the Russians 
meddled in the election by 
hacking Democrats’ emails.

“This whole thing is a spin 
job,” Priebus told “Fox News 
Sunday.” And I think what the 
Democrats ought to do is look 
in the mirror and face the real-
ity that they lost the election.”

Politically active as teen
Priebus was born in Dover, 

Del. His family moved to Wis-
consin when he was 7 years old.

He became interested in poli-
tics at a young age, attending 
Kenosha County GOP meetings 
as a teenager. 

While in college at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Whitewa-
ter in 1992, he was a non-voting 
delegate to the Republican Na-
tional Convention in Houston.

He became a lawyer, and 
became Wisconsin party chair-
man in 2007. He took the reins 
of the Republican National 
Committee in 2011.

More than anything, he 
served as the chief fundraiser 
for the Republican National 
Committee, a job he did very 

Timeline

1994 — Tremper High School 

graduate Reince Priebus 

graduates from the University 

of Wisconsin-Whitewater.

1998 — Priebus earns law 

degree from the University of 

Miami

2004 — Priebus loses a bid to 

unseat Democrat Bob Wirch in 

the state Assembly.

2006 — Priebus is named 

a partner at Milwaukee fi rm 

Michael Best & Friedrich.

2007 — Priebus named head 

of the Wisconsin Republican 

Party.

2009 — Priebus becomes 

general counsel for the Repub-

lican National Committee.

2011 — Priebus takes the 

reins of the Republican Na-

tional Committee.

Nov. 13, 2016 — President-

elect Donald Trump names 

Priebus to be his chief of staff.

From Page A1

PRIEBUS: Leader of RNC
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In this photo from 2015, Republican National Committee 
Chairman Reince Priebus, right, U.S. Rep. Paul Ryan, center, 
and U.S. Sen. Ron Johnson chat at a picnic Saturday hosted 
by the Kenosha County Republican Party in Kenosha.

well. He used the tens of mil-
lions of dollars he helped raise 
to create a nationwide voter 
outreach operation that fueled 
Trump’s stunning victory.

— The Associated Press con-
tributed to this report
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Like hundreds of school 
districts across the nation, the 
Kenosha Unifi ed School District 
found itself struggling with 
policies regarding transgender 
students this year.

The School Board and 
administration’s controversial 
decision to bar student Ash 
Whitaker from boys-only facili-
ties sparked headlines around 
the world. 

As it stands now, the district 
is 0 for 3 in attempts in federal 
court to block the 17-year-old 
from using boys bathrooms at 
Tremper High School. 

Title IX violation alleged
Whitaker, who was born 

female, began identifying as a 
male early in high school, with 
his male identity supported by 
his doctor, psychologist, mother 
— who teaches at Tremper — 

brothers and friends. However, 
school and district offi cials, as 
well as some teachers, refused 
to acknowledge Whitaker as 
male.

On July 19, Whita-
ker fi led a federal 
civil rights lawsuit 
in U.S. District 
Court, citing sexual 
discrimination and 
violations of Title IX, 
which bars discrimi-
nation, including 
gender-based, in 
federally funded 
education programs.

Less than a month later, 
Whitaker fi led for a preliminary 
injunction to prevent district 
and school offi cials from not al-
lowing him unrestricted access 
to boys restrooms.

In that injunction, Whita-
ker’s mother claimed the school 
planned to issue green stickers 
to transgender students to wear 
so offi cials could monitor their 

bathroom use. School offi cials 

denied any such plan.

The district moved to dismiss 

the lawsuit, but after hearing 

oral arguments from both sides, 

Judge Pamela Pep-

pers, presiding in 

U.S. District Court in 

Milwaukee, denied 

the motion. 

The next day, 

Sept. 20, the parties 

appeared before Pep-

pers for a hearing on 

Whitaker’s request for a pre-

liminary injunction. Afterward, 

Peppers granted Whitaker’s 

request, prohibiting Unifi ed 

from preventing Whitaker’s use 

of boys restrooms.

And in October, the school 

district struck out in an attempt 

to get a lower court to stay the 

preliminary injunction.

Engendering controversy
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Ashton Whitaker, a transgender student at Tremper High School, hugs his mother Melissa 
Whitaker while other Tremper students cheer. The event was a rally on April 5 during which 
students pushed for Ashton’s desire to run for prom king. 

Unifi ed, transgender student clash over access, identity

See ASH, Page 5
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