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O
N OMAHA BEACH, France — All at once, 
Charles Shay tried to stanch the bleeding from 
a ripped-open stomach, dull the pain with 
morphine and soothe the mind of a dying fellow 

American army medic. 
It was a tall order for a 
19-year-old who had just 
set foot on the European 
mainland for the first 
time.

But nothing could have 
prepared him for what 
happened on June 6, 1944, 
on five cold, forbidding 
beaches in northern 
France. It was D-Day, one 
of the most significant 
24-hour periods of the 20th 
century, the horrifying 
tipping point in World 
War II that defined the 
future of Europe.

That morning, Shay 
could not yet fathom 
what the event would 
ultimately mean. He was 
more concerned with the 
bleeding soldiers, body 
parts and corpses strewn 
around him, and the ma-
chine-gun fire and shells 
that filled the air.

“You have to realize my 
vision of the beach was very small. I could only expe-
rience what I could see,” he told The Associated Press, 
speaking from the now-glimmering Omaha Beach, 
where he landed 75 years ago.

International leaders will gather again this week to 
honor the dwindling number of D-Day veterans. U.S. 
President Donald Trump joined a commemoration 
Wednesday on the southern English coast in Ports-
mouth before traveling to Normandy and the U.S. 
cemetery at Colleville-sur-Mer, which stands on a bluff 
overlooking the English Channel where some 160,000 
made the perilous D-Day crossing.

There, Shay plans to be among the crowd today to 
welcome Trump as he pays homage to 9,388 dead Amer-
icans, most of whom lost their lives on D-Day or in the 
aftermath of the Normandy offensive.

After World War II, Shay continued to witness history 
— fighting the Chinese during the Korean War, par-
ticipating in U.S. atomic tests in the Marshall Islands 
and later working at the International Atomic Energy 
Agency in Vienna. With all the wisdom gathered in his 
94 years, he knows another war can never be discounted.

“Some men cannot get enough of power,” Shay said. 
“And it still continues today.”

These days, crimson wild roses bloom where blood 
seeped into the Normandy dunes, and American flags 
whip in the westerly winds, many flown by locals still 
grateful to the U.S. soldiers who liberated the first 
French soil from four years of Nazi occupation.

Omaha and adjacent Utah Beach were America’s to 
take, but similar acts of sacrifice and heroism happened 
on three other beachheads to the east where Britain and 
Canadian troops sought to break Hitler’s stranglehold 
on the continent. In all, the invasion covered 50 miles of 
French shoreline.

Shay survived, but he did not talk about the experi-
ence for well over half a century.

“So many dead. So many young men, young boys, killed 
on the spot,” he said. “It was difficult to see and absorb.”

‘DIDN’T KNOW WHAT I WAS GETTING INTO’
When Shay, a Penobscot native American from 

Indian Island, Maine, was born in 1924, the world was 
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Irene Ann Hotchkiss, 87, of Kenosha, died Tuesday.

Dorothy Eva Barker, 95, of Marietta, Ga., died Sunday.

For a complete list of obituaries see Page A4.
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24 HOURS THAT CHANGED EVERYTHING
A dwindling number of  D-Day veterans were on hand in Normandy as international 

leaders gathered to honor them on the invasion’s 75th anniversary
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A statue of U.S. World War II soldiers departing a replica landing craft on Utah Beach is seen in Sainte-
Marie-du-Mont, Normandy, France. A dwindling number of D-Day veterans were on hand in Normandy, 
when international leaders gathered to honor them on the invasion’s 75th anniversary. 

● Special Report: D-Day 75th Anniversary ●
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Additional safety measures 
are in place after a kindergart-
ner was struck by a vehicle and 
injured two weeks ago at Frank 
Elementary School, 1816 57th St.

The Kenosha Police Depart-
ment addressed the incident 
with school staff and discussed 
ways to prevent future traffic-re-
lated issues, according to Frank 
Principal Heather Connolly.

A 6-year-old student suffered 
a broken collar bone when 
he darted into traffic and was 
struck by a vehicle on May 24 in 
the 5700 block of 18th Avenue.

Kenosha Police said the 
driver, an Illinois woman, was 
cited for not having auto insur-
ance, but was not found to be at 
fault in the incident.

The student did not miss any 
days of school and is making 
a quick recovery, according to 
Connolly.

The incident occurred during 
a hectic, noon-time dismissal 
with pouring rain and limited 
safety patrol.

Connolly said she typically as-
sists student safety patrols at the 
crosswalk, but had to address 
another concern when a vehicle 
drove onto the playground to 

pick up a student.
“I stand there myself; I always 

have,” Connolly said. “However, 
on this day, we had a car driving 
on the playground when the kids 
were dismissing. I had to go to the 
back and have the car removed.”

The boy entered the street 
near several parked vehicles, 
which may have limited the driv-
er’s visibility. It was unclear if 
the boy ran into the street using 
the designated crosswalk.

Kenosha Police added patrols 
in the area and placed traffic 
cones in front of the crosswalk 
to prevent vehicles, particularly 
day care buses, from parking too 

close to the crossing.
City officials are also looking 

into installing an electronic 
pedestrian sign at the crosswalk 
to caution drivers.

A city crossing guard is sta-
tioned at the intersection of 56th 
Street and 19th Avenue.

“It’s difficult,” Connolly said. 
“There are a lot of parking rules 
that are put into place and not 
everyone follows them.

“Unfortunately, on this partic-
ular day at dismissal, there was 
a very heavy downpour. You had 
people with umbrellas, people 
with their hoods up, kids covering 
their faces because the weather 

was poor.
“The person that hit him 

pulled ahead and never saw the 
little guy. It was an unfortunate 
situation.”

The majority of Frank stu-
dents live within a 2-mile radius 
of the school and walk back and 
forth from home.

Connolly said another Frank 
student was involved in a minor 
traffic-related incident about 
one year ago.

“We only bus a very small 
population of our students,” 
Connolly said. “It’s definitely a 
challenge for schools with a lot 
of kids walking.”

Child struck by car leads to changes at Frank school

Editor’s note: The Kenosha 
News went back into the archives 

to mine remembrances of locals 
who were part of D-Day.
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Leon Dreger 
Leon Dreger joined 45 troops 

aboard a troop 
transport that 
delivered reinforce-
ments to the beach 
at Normandy.

Though fighting 
had begun, Dreger 
told the News in 
2004, German forti-
fications were still 
firing on the ships, 
gunfire from the 

shore pecking away at the front 
gate ready to release troops.

Rather than chancing that 
exit, Dreger said he slid over the 
transport’s side, plunging into 
the water before wading toward 
Omaha Beach to attack the “At-
lantic Wall,” the Germans’ effort 
to protect their positions.

That decision may have saved 
him. Of the 45 aboard his trans-
port, Dreger said, five survived. 
When the invasion was over, 
about 6,600 U.S. troops had per-
ished.

Dreger also credits his survival 
to a higher power.

“D-Day was a day when, if you 
lived right, you didn’t get killed,” 
he said. “I don’t think there was 
an atheist on the whole beach that 
day. Not a one.”

Tony Yanel
Cpl. Tony Yanel of Kenosha 

was also on Omaha Beach, a 
mechanic in the 271st Infantry 
Regime, 69th Division of the First 
Army, charged with making ve-
hicles water-resistant and being 
prepared to repair units at any 
time.

But the main concern, he said 
in 2004, was reaching shore and 
heading straight for protective 
hedgerows.

Fighting was still strong when 
they arrived, Yanel said, with 
artillery fire all around as their 
truck traversed the beach en 
route to safety.

While he never raised a 
weapon during the invasion, 
Yanel said, he recalled chaos on 
the beach, equipment and bodies 
scattered in every direction.

“Everything was upside down. 
Everyone was scrambling all 
over the place,” Yanel said. “I just 
about pooped in my pants I got so 
damn scared.”

 Alfred Roberts England
As a medic, Alfred Roberts 

England arrived at the D-Day 

battle around 8:15 a.m. on a 
transport carrying soldiers and 
tanks. Their job: Drop off the 
tanks and troops on the beach — 
while caught between the volley 
of German and Allied fire — and 
retrieve the wounded.

Once the wounded were 
aboard, Roberts joined a dozen 
medics to care for hundreds of 
soldiers, dressing lacerations in 
the ship’s hull on the long ride 
back to England.

“The men we saw go to shore 
were soldiers,” Roberts said in 
2004. “The ones that came back 
were men, and wounded men at 
that. A lot didn’t make it.”

While he never set foot on 
French soil, Roberts said, the 
smell of blood, the constant 
clatter of gunfire and the genuine 
threat of death on D-Day will stick 
with him until the day he dies.

John Arnett
As part of the 

Navy’s Armored 
Guard — a unit 
with the sole 
purpose of protect-
ing Liberty ships 
alongside Merchant 
Marines delivering 
war supplies — 
John Arnett of Ke-
nosha also avoided 

From the archives: Locals recall D-Day
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