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Margaret Teresa “Peggy” 
Goff, 96, of Kenosha, died 
Wednesday.

Phyllis M. Paulson, 92, of 
Silver Lake, died Wednes-
day.

Felipe H. Paez, 89, of 
Kenosha, died Tuesday.

Gladys Marie Bushweiler, 
89, of Kenosha, died May 
26.

Bess A. Manderfeld, 83, 
of Racine, died May 26.

Donna R. Eppers, 90, of 
Port Charlotte, Fla., died 
May 25.

Virginia M. Hawkins, 90, 
formerly of Kenosha, late 
of Weslaco, Texas, died 
April 24.

For a complete listing of 
obituaries, see Page C6.

BY JILL TATGE-ROZELL

jrozell@kenoshanews.com

Downtown Kenosha lost one 
of the “pops” of its surviving 
mom-and-pop stores this week 
with the passing of Mike Bjorn, 
aka the Mayor of Downtown, 
owner of the eclectic men’s fine 
clothing store that bears his 
name.

Bjorn, 72, whose health had 
been declining, died Thursday 
at Froedert Kenosha Hospital, 
surrounded by his family.

Strong public reaction
Hundreds took to social 

media and stopped by the store 
Friday and Saturday to offer 
their condolences. They remem-
bered Bjorn as an outspoken, 
yet kind-hearted person who 
cared deeply about downtown 
Kenosha and its residents.

“I can’t express how blown 
away I’ve een by the public’s 
love of my dad,” his son Brett 
said. “It amazes me the effect he 
had on people.”

He said his dad was an artist, 
and his flair was evident in the 
store, which was as much a 
tourist attraction for its décor 

as it was for its huge selection 
of both formal and off-the-wall 
attire.

“He was doing wild jackets on 
people before wild jackets were 
a thing,” Brett Bjorn said.

A lifelong Kenoshan, Bjorn 
taught art at St. Joseph High 
School before opening the store 
in 1981.

The Bjorn name has a long 
history in Kenosha; Mike 
Bjorn’s great-great-great-uncle 
John Bjorn was the head of 
Jeffery Motors in Kenosha.

Kurt Schrader, general man-
ager at Sazzy B, located across 
the street from Bjorn’s, said the 
news of Bjorn’s passing was a 
shock.

“He has been a great friend of 
downtown, a great ambassador 

For more about 
the Indian Trail 
class of 2019, 
click on this 
story at www.

kenoshanews.

com.
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‘Liz’s Book Club’ is on its way (soon) — Page E1

Kenosha 

loses ‘a 

great friend’ 
Mike Bjorn, 

‘Mayor of  

Downtown’  

dies Thursday

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Mike Bjorn is shown with his 
wife, Judy. Bjorn, whose cloth-
ing store has anchored down-
town Kenosha since 1981, 
died Thursday.
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Eleven-year-old Ethan 
Turner’s shark kite 
reached so high into the 
sky during the Outta Site 
Kite Flight festival at Ken-
nedy Park Saturday that 
he ran out of string.

Looking up at the kite 
against the blue sky — 
prior the dark sky that 
ended the first day of the 
two-day festival a bit early 
— it appeared as though 
Ethan was below it in the 
ocean.

“That’s all of it,” Turner 
said, tying the string to a 
fence.

Nearby, Barret and Ben-
net Clinkingbeard shiv-
ered as they ate shaved 
ice, a tradition for them at 
the event, in its 18th year, 
according to their mother 
Carissa Clinkingbeard.

“It is actually my favor-
ite Kenosha event,” she 
said. “They love it.”

The candy drop from 
kites flown overhead is 
part of the fun, she said. 
This year, organizers have 
also added a bratwurst 
drop.

The giant whale and 
octopus kites are, literally, 
a huge attraction.

“The whale is my favor-
ite,” Turner said.

The festival continues 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. today, 
with a “Grand Launch” 
at noon in the hopes of 
sending hundreds of kites 
into the sky to the tune of 
the “Mary Poppins” tune 

“Let’s Go Fly a Kite.” The 
public can bring kites 
or purchase one at the 
event.

Professional kite team 
performances will begin at 
12:20 p.m.

Today’s highlights
Highlights will include:

 ■ Performances by the 
stunt team 180 Go.

 ■ Kite-flying lessons 
from Brett Williams, the 
Kite Whisperer.

 ■ Multiple perfor-
mances by the Chicago 
Fire Precision Kite Team.

 ■ Performances by the 
flying team Fire & Ice 
featuring Paul Koepke of 
Milwaukee.

 ■ The giant Kites of 
Alex Dagenais from Mon-
treal, Canada.

 ■ The Kids Mad Dash 
will begin at 2:30 p.m. with 
the first 100 kids to sign up 
receiving a free kite.

Kite flyers dodge storms at lakefront event
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Callen Brown, 6, launches his kite during the Outta 
Sight Kite Festival on Saturday.
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Every Friday for the last 
four years at Indian Trail High 
School and Academy, Noah 
Reed sang the song “The Road 
Home” by Stephen Paulus with 
his Chorale classmates at the 
school.

Prior to singing it one last 
time during the commencement 

ceremony 
Saturday 
night, 
he said 
it will be 
what he 
misses 
the most.

“It 
never got 
old,” said 

Reed, who will attend Elmhurst 
College to study nursing, as he 
waited to enter the fieldhouse 
to the strains of “Pomp and 
Circumstance.”

Reed was among 461 to cross 
the stage Saturday according 
to Principal Maria Kotz, who 
encouraged the graduates to put 
down their cellphones and “be 
present in their life.”

“When you are present, you 
achieve great things,” Kotz 

said.
Kotz said the class of 2019 

includes 73 members of the 
National Honor Society and 91 
students who earned diplomas 

with distinction. As a class, 
they earned more than $7.5 mil-
lion in grants and scholarships.

Indian Trail deals a winning class for 2019
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Indian Trail High School and Academy graduates give a standing ovation after commencement 
messages on Saturday.

See GRADS, Page A7 See BJORN, Page A7

Chloe Masi, front left, and Kathrine Boffer, front right, get low 
so Brooke Jensen, back center, can photograph their caps be-
fore commencement ceremonies at Indian Trail on Saturday.
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