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Sunny, windy and cool

DEATHS
Elwood Dallmann, 81, 
of Kenosha, died on 
Sunday.

Scott A. Tuska, 62, 
died on Sunday.

Gene A. Smith, 35, 
of Kenosha, died on 
June 2.

For a complete listing 
of obituaries, see Page 
A4.
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BY MIKE JOHNSON

mjohnson@kenoshanews.com

Kenosha native Melvin Gordon is a busy man.
The former Bradford football star is preparing 

for his fifth season as the Los Angeles Chargers’ 
featured running back. The team began man-
datory minicamp Tuesday, and after this week 
players won’t practice again until training camp 
begins in late July.

That gives Gordon, who’s earned two Pro Bowl 
selections in his career and last season competed 
in the playoffs for the first time, time to give back 
to communities important to him.

On Saturday, Gordon — who starred at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin after Bradford — and former 
college teammate James White, a Super Bowl 
champion running back for the New England 
Patriots, will be conducting a youth football clinic 
at the McClain Center in Madison.

In July, Gordon and former Bradford teammate 
Trae Waynes, now a cornerback with the Min-
nesota Vikings, will collaborate on a dodgeball 
tournament to be held at Mahone Middle School.

On Monday, a day before he started minicamp 
with the Chargers, Gordon took time to chat with 
Kenosha News sports editor Mike Johnson.

For the Q-and-A, see Page B1.

Melvin Gordon takes time 

to talk to the News

BY JEFFREY ZAMPANTI

jzampanti 
@kenoshanews.com

Kenosha Area Family 
and Aging Services Inc. 
is suspending its Day-
break program due to a 
lack of participation and 
funding, according to 
KAFASI executive direc-
tor Katie Oatsvall.

The program, which 
operates out of Trinity 
Lutheran Church, 7104 
39th Ave., offers activi-
ties designed to promote 
well-being through 
social and health-related 
services for seniors with 
Alzheimer’s disease and 
other forms of memory 
loss.

KAFASI recently 
announced the program 
will be suspended on 
June 21.

A front-page story 
in Wednesday’s News 
reported on the progr-
am’s closure and how it’s 
affected those around it. 
KAFASI Daybreak pro-
gram coordinator Sylvia 
Martens, several partici-
pants and multiple care-
givers offered informa-
tion on the program and 
expressed their concerns 
moving forward.

The number of par-
ticipants, reported as a 
group of about 20, was 
a highly inflated figure, 
according to Oatsvall.

Oatsvall said the Day-
break program currently 
has 10 active clients and 
averages 3.8 users per 
day. In 2018, the daily av-
erage participation was 
5.4 users per day.

“Decisions to suspend 
programming are always 
difficult, even when the 
service is only being 
utilized by three to five 
families,” Oatsvall said. 
“Our hearts go out to 
caregivers and their 
loved ones.”

Oatsvall said the 

program, due to insur-
ance liability, requires 
three paid staff members. 
There was also a monthly 
cost for the church rental 
space.

“Families aren’t using 
respite care, as refer-
enced by an average of 
three participants per 
day,” Oatsvall said. “Of 
those participants, we’re 
not seeing the managed 
care organizations 
support such programs 
in the numbers we used 
to. The funding for such 
programs just doesn’t 
exist.”

Even with the lack of 
funding, Oatsvall said 
KAFASI continued to 
operate the program.

“As a nonprofit whose 
mission is to care for the 
community, we’ve done 
our best to keep those 
doors open,” Oatsvall 
said.

“These decisions are 
not made lightly. We 
looked at ways to con-
tinue service in a way 
that’s viable and safe for 
the participants and also 
allows the organization 
to at least break even. We 
look for nothing else.”

Daybreak operated for 
nearly 25 years at multi-
ple locations throughout 
the county.

“It has always been 
a social, respite model, 
meaning we are not a 
certified, adult day facil-
ity nor have any of our 
staff ever been licensed,” 
Oatsvall said. “We hire 
para-professionals with 
caring hearts and ask vol-
unteers to help as well.”

KAFASI serves more 
than 10,000 residents 
each year. The organi-
zation will continue its 
memory programming 
with Memory Masters, 
Music and Memory and 
Dementia Live, accord-
ing to Oatsvall.

BY TERRY FLORES

tflores@kenoshanews.com

BRISTOL — When Dennis 
McGraw saw the photos, he was 
alarmed.

The pictures showed felled trees, 
cleared foliage, a crude road and 
a destroyed sign. That sign, at one 
time, marked the area as the Jean 
McGraw Memorial Nature Preserve.

This didn’t look like the nature 
preserve dedicated in memory of 
Dennis’ mother. He worried that the 
area — which was supposed to be 
kept natural and wild — was being 
clear-cut and bulldozed.

But as it turns out, the area 
wasn’t be cleared; it was being 
improved. And after learning the 
whole story, Dennis’ alarm turned 
to happiness.

“I think it’s fabulous,” he said. 
“I’m very happy it’s being beauti-
fied.”

The area, located just east of I-94 
and south of Highway C, features a 
little-known pocket of wooded wet-
lands. There’s a half-mile trail and 
access to a branch of the Des Plaines 

River.
Since late December, Uline work 

crews have been busy cutting 
away brush and dead trees in the 
preserve, grooming a new path 
lined neatly with woodchips and 
encircling the western third of the 
14.4-acre Spitzer property owned by 
Seno Kenosha/Racine Land Trust.

A large, new green sign stands at 
the entrance shaded by trees quietly 
announcing the preserve’s presence. 
It has replaced the old sign that had 
been damaged over the years.

The property was purchased from 
the Spitzer Family in 2007 by the 
land trust through a combination 
of private donations, the Wisconsin 
Knowles Nelson Stewardship funds 
and the North American Wetland 
Conservation Act.

It was dedicated and named after 
McGraw, who served three terms in 
succession on the land trust board 
from 1996 to 2005, the year she died 
at age 90.

The nature preserve contains 
one of the last native wetlands in 
southeastern Wisconsin on the Wis-

consin side of the Des Plaines River, 
a prime impetus for the restoration 
effort.

“This is why we own these prop-
erties because they are wetlands 
... and it’s part of our mission to 
protect wetlands,” said Ron Ras-
mussen president of Seno K/RLT 
Conservancy.

Recently, the Uline company 
offered the conservancy its assis-
tance to help bring back the nature 
preserve as a “welcoming place for 
the community,” he said.

A better place
On Tuesday, Rasmussen showed 

off the work that has been done over 
the last six months.

Off the path in the preserve is 
a natural area just steps from the 
river to launch canoes or kayaks. 
While most of the felled trees now 
have been cleared, large pieces of 
their trunks remain for animals to 
hide or to leave fungi and mosses to 

Park getting a facelift
Conservancy group, Uline team on McGraw property

KENOSHA NEWS PHOTO BY SEAN KRAJACIC

The Jean McGraw Memorial Nature Preserve in Bristol has gone through trail renovations.

KAFASI offers clarity 

on Daybreak closure

BY CHRISTOPHER NOTO

UW-PARKSIDE

and KENOSHA NEWS STAFF

A University of Wis-
consin-Parkside professor 
is part of an excavation 
in the heart of the Dallas-
Fort Worth metroplex that 

has yielded 
a treasure 
trove of 
fossils 
dating from 
96 million 
years ago.

Biological 
sciences 
associate 
professor 
Chris Noto 

is the lead author on the 
project, where paleontolo-
gists have partnered with 
a dedicated team of local 
volunteers on the Texas 
project.

Now, a new species dis-
covered at the site is being 
named in honor of one 
of the citizen scientists, 
Arthur Sahlstein.

Dubbed the Arlington 
Archosaur Site, the area is 
undergoing rapid resi-
dential development, and 
paleontologists have been 
working with local vol-
unteers and fossil enthu-
siasts to excavate the site 
over the last decade.

“The AAS wouldn’t be 
the success that it is if 
it weren’t for the small 
army of dedicated vol-
unteers donating their 
time, energy, expertise 
and resources,” Noto 
said. “It is only fitting 
that we honor one of 

our most valuable and 
prolific members.”

Sahlstein co-discovered 
the Arlington Archosaur 
Site in 2003 and brought it 
to the attention of paleon-
tologists. He has remained 
a fixture at the site ever 
since, discovering numer-
ous fossils including an 
unusual jaw from a small 
crocodyliform (a distant 
crocodile relative), now 
named Scolomastax sahl-
steini.

“The discovery of the 
site 16 years ago was a 
watershed moment that 

launched an amazing 
period of personal and 
academic discovery,” 
Sahlstein said. “I am very 
humbled to have this 
‘Little Nipper’ carry my 
name. This partnership 
will be a model for future 
major excavations.”

Second new species
This isn’t the first time 

the team has named a new 
species for one of the site 
volunteers. In 2017, an-
other new crocodyliform, 
this one a 20-foot-long top 
predator, was named Del-
tasuchus motherali after 
Austin Motheral, who was 
just 15 years old when he 
uncovered the fossils that 
would eventually bear his 
name.

The name Scolomastax 
means “pointed jaw” in 
Greek, referring to its ta-
pered, V-shaped mandible. 
The 1- to 2-meter long new 
species is named in the 
current issue of the jour-
nal Anatomical Record.

“People sometimes 
think that crocs haven’t 
changed much since the 
age of dinosaurs, but 
that just isn’t true,” said 
paper co-author Stephanie 
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Local events:

Head outside for free movie 

screenings -- Page 3

Music:

Bloomin' Bands highlights local 

music th
is weekend  -- Page 2

Movies:

"Men in Black: International" 

-- Page 14

"Shaft" -- Page 14

"Late Night" -- Page 13

Theater:

The Bard at Bong: Shakespeare 

coming to park -- Page 8

On the Road:

Polish Fest opens in Milwaukee 

-- Page 11
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Watercolors in the show include "Highland Cattle" by Linda Wokoun, above, "Winter" by Matthew Bird, left, and "Shower of 

Light" by David Smith, below.
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Chris

Noto

New fossil crocodile named for volunteer
UW-Parkside 

professor lead  

on project

SUBMITTED PHOTO COURTESY OF ARTHUR SAHLSTEIN

Arthur Sahlstein, co-discoverer of the Arlington Ar-
chosaur Site, shows the new fossil crocodyliform 
Scolomastax sahlsteini, which is named in his 
honor.
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