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TODAY INDEX

High 72; low 50

Details: B6

DEATHS
Carl Louise Beranis, 71, 
of Racine, died Tuesday.
Nancy Marie Brand, 81, 
of Brighton, died Monday.
Dorothy E. Cable, 83, of 
Kenosha, died Monday.
Eugene Renberg, 83, 

of Tampa Bay, Fla., died 
Sunday.
Lynn Robert Uecker, 80, 
died Sunday.
Franklin G. Schaefer, 83, 
died Saturday.
Lucia Elsa Lohner, 93, of 

Kenosha, Friday.
John Patrick Markin, 61, 
died Friday.
Kaylie L. Juga, 15, of 
Kenosha, died Thursday.
Daniel Nicklas, 24, of 
Beach Park, Ill., died May 7.
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Chef gives hands-on 

demo of  healthy, creative 

and tasty meals 

UWP students  

research arts 

in Kenosha A3D1

Bucks set to take on Raptors for Eastern Conference title — C1
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UWP students  

research arts 

A3 SUMMER

CAMP
 4k to 5th grade

Free Registration
Field Trips 

twice a 
week! 

9191 80th Street
Pleasant Prairie, WI 
Located behind Costco 
- next to St. Anne’s extendedlovechildcare.com 

K
N
-1
2
8
5
7
2
2
-1

'18

BY JEFFREY ZAMPANTI

jzampanti@kenoshanews.com

A once-majestic fl agpole is 
now a tattered, 100-foot tower.

Kenosha’s John Thomey is 
seeking a resolution from city 
offi cials and is hoping for com-
munity support after a commu-
nications company removed a 
24-foot-by-36-foot American fl ag 
from a cellphone tower located 
next to Kenosha Heating & Cool-
ing, 4421 Sheridan Road.

Thomey, a part-owner of Ke-
nosha Heating & Cooling, owns 
the property and is bound by a 
multi-year lease with SBA Com-
munications, a Florida-based 
company that owns and operates 
wireless infrastructure used by 
mobile carriers and wireless 
broadband providers.

Currently under contract 
with Verizon Wireless, the tower 
was installed in 2011 under the 
conditions it would be disguised 
as a fl agpole.

After several panels were dam-
aged on the tower this winter due 
to high winds, SBA Communica-
tions removed the fl ag to prevent 
future damage, according to 

Thomey.
“There are fi berglass pan-

els on the tower that became 
dislodged and fell,” Thomey said. 
“They said they’d address it and 
put it back up.

“Through their own admis-
sion, they said it was a poor 

design, which is why the panels 
became dislodged.”

SBA Communications con-
tacted city offi cials and has re-
quested to amend the conditional 
use permit, keeping the tower in 
place but removing the American 
fl ag, according to city develop-

ment coordinator Brian Wilke.
The request will likely be pre-

sented in front of the city’s Plan 
Commission on June 6.

“(SBA) believes the fl ag is 
damaging the tower,” Wilke said. 
“At the time they got approval, 
the only way they could fi t a 
tower at that site was with a 
stealth design for the height they 
wanted. They agreed to make it 
a fl agpole. If it’s not fl ying a fl ag, 
it’s not a fl agpole.”

Thomey said a mechanism to 
secure the fl ag is damaged and 
can be easily fi xed. However, 
he’s not allowed to work on the 
tower and is unable to make the 
necessary repairs.

“I maintain the fl ag,” Thomey 
said. “I put it up and I try to watch 
the weather and take it down dur-
ing high winds. I tried to main-
tain it and be a good steward.

“It looks nice when it’s up. I 
hope they allow us to keep fl ying 
it. It’s what they promised.”

Local residents also appreciate 
the fl ag and many were outraged 
— not knowing the entire story 
— that Thomey would have the 
audacity to take it down.

“I received a three-page note 
berating me saying I need to get 
this fi xed if I’m any kind of man,” 
Thomey said. “I had neighbors 
saying ‘Shame on you.’

“I wish I could do something 
about it. I’m a proud American. 
The cost of the fl ags are about $400 
to $500 apiece. I replace the rope 
and certain parts once a year.

“I would absolutely purchase 
the fl ags and maintain them. 
(SBA) is trying to take the hard-
ware off of the tower so you can’t 
do that.”

Wilke said the city could face 
an uphill battle in requiring SBA 
Communications to attach an 
American fl ag to its tower. State 
statutes were rewritten since 
the tower was built, limiting 
municipalities’ ability to place 
restrictions on height, setbacks or 
aesthetics, according to Wilke.

“We can’t do anything to 
regulate these things,” Wilke said. 
“If someone wants to come in and 
put a 200-foot tower somewhere 
we don’t think is an appropriate 
location, there are very few things 
we can do to move it or reduce the 
height or anything like that.”

Flag fl ap riles business owner

KENOSHA NEWS FILE PHOTO

This photo from 2012 shows the large fl ag fl ying from the 
cellphone tower/fl agpole at what was then Kenosha Plumbing,  
Heating & Cooling, 4421 Sheridan Road.
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Gone fi shing
An egret looks for lunch in a wetland in Pleasant Prairie on Tuesday afternoon. Today might be a perfect 
day for fi shing — or bird watching — with sunshine and a high of 72. See the forecast on Page B4.

BY CHRISTINE A. VERSTRAETE

KENOSHA NEWS 
CORRESPONDENT

From discussing human 
traffi cking and the needs 
of veterans, to helping 
orphans and the homeless 
or providing clean water 
overseas, seniors at Chris-
tian Life School showed 
Monday that they care 
about making the world a 
better place.

This was the fi rst year 
the school’s 55 seniors 
took part in the yearlong 
Senior Capstone projects, 
which required them to 
research a topic, develop 
an action plan and write a 
fi nal paper.

On Monday at Journey 
Church, the showed their 
work to the community.

“The idea is to give a 
biblical perspective about 
God’s plan for the world 
and all the brokenness,” 
said project instructor and 
coordinator Kathi Derse. 
“It helps them to see the 
given gifts they possess 
and their ability to join 
with work all over the 

world.”
Students made their 

own projects or re-
searched what they could 
do to augment the work of 
established organizations 
in nine countries from the 
U.S. to Africa.

Some collected money 
to donate or help fund a 
project like Kylie Miles, 
19, of Winthrop Harbor, Ill. 
She always wanted to be 
a teacher, so she collected 
over 500 school supply 
items for a Racine elemen-
tary school.

Mike Carroll of 
Winthrop Harbor, Ill., 
purchased gift cards and 
sold them, with a percent-
age going to help purchase 
a new soundboard at the 
church.

Others were inspired 
from their own experi-
ences, like Neha Charily, 
17, of Pleasant Prairie, 
who had lost her home in 
a fi re. “I know what it felt 
like,” she said.

She raised $500 for gift 
cards that fi refi ghters in 
Libertyville, Ill., could 

give to families who also 
lost their homes and be-
longings in a fi re.

Kenoshan Sarah 
Jurewicz, 18, decided to 
research sexism after her 
own experiences.

“The most memora-
ble for me was I went to 
Gurnee Mills, and I was 
cat-called 12 times,” she 
said. “It made me realize 

how often it was hap-
pening. It was not a fun 
experience.”

Focus on veterans
Others were inspired by 

people they knew. To Ke-
noshan Cameron Hall, 18, 
this meant making a short 
fi lm interviewing veterans 
as he felt many younger 

people didn’t pay attention 
to those who served their 
country.

He is updating the 
fi lm, “Remember Their 
Stories,” to include his 
uncle, an Iraq-Afghanistan 
veteran who has post-trau-
matic stress disorder. 
It will be available on 
YouTube.

“A lot of millennials 
and my generation, a lot 
of their friends, don’t see 
that side of veterans,” said 
Hall, who plans to study 
fi lmmaking at Michigan 
State University. “They 
may see Memorial Day, 
and they just blow it off.”

Many also wanted to 
address specifi c issues 
meaningful to them.

Sarah Derse, 19, took 
her six months of mission 
work in Tanzania to heart. 
As an adoptee, she wanted 
to help other adopted 
and foster children by 
writing and illustrating a 
children’s book, “A Little 
Star’s Journey.” She hopes 
to distribute it to kids 
overseas.

Battling racism
Maya Gibson, 17, of 

Zion, Ill., studied various 
African-American inven-
tors and others who were 
overlooked in history, as 
well as discussing cultural 
views in her project, “How 
Racism and Whitewashing 
Affects Culture.”

“You don’t realize racism 
until it’s brought to your at-
tention,” she said. “As kids, 
we’re not learning our own 
history. I didn’t know any 
of this. I didn’t learn it in 
school. This is meant to help 
kids be able to know more 
about their history and im-
prove their well-being.”

Visitors like Kenoshan 
Janice Steinacker, who is 
a host mother for one of 
the international students, 
found the presentations 
interesting and appreci-
ated what the students 
were doing.

“It’s wonderful to see 
young people think about 
the needs in the world and 
have an impact for good,” 
she said.

Christian Life seniors seek to address  ‘brokenness’  in the world
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Christian Life Senior Neha Charily, 17, of Pleasant 
Prairie, talks with a visitor about her Capstone pre-
sentation on house fi res at the open house at Jour-
ney Church on Monday.

BY DENEEN SMITH

dsmith@kenoshanews.com

Prosecutors in Wiscon-
sin singled out Kenosha 
County Assistant District 
Attorney Carli McNeill as 
a top young lawyer in the 
state.

McNeill, 33, received 
the Rising Star award 
from the Wisconsin Dis-
trict Attorney Association 
last week, the award given 
annually to one lawyer 
chosen by peers as the 
most promising young or 
mid-experience prosecu-
tor in the state.

For the understated 
McNeill, the award is an 
honor, but also makes her 
a bit uncomfortable.

She said as a prosecutor 
at the Kenosha County 
District Attorney’s offi ce, 
she feels she is part of a 
team that includes not 
just all the other lawyers 
in the offi ce, but the vic-

tim-witness coordinators 
and assistants who work 
in support roles.

“I know how much I 
lean on 
other people 
to do the 
work I do,” 
McNeill 
said. “To 
the extent 
that I have 
been able 
to do good 
work at all 
is because 
of the huge amount of 
time other prosecutors 
invested in me.”

McNeill has a lot of 
experience being a team 
player.

She grew up in Bristol 
and Wheatland, attend-
ing Bristol Grade School 
and Central High School. 
From the age of 9, much 

Local prosecutor 

wins state honor

Carli

McNeill

See MCNEILL, Page A5
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