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DEATHS
Jerry H. Zarnstorff, 
82, of Genoa City, died 
Sunday.
Betsy Ann Berning, 62, 
of Salem Lakes, died 
Saturday.

Sherman A. Keeley, 79, 
of Ripon, died Saturday.
Vaskrsije Milicevic, 89, 
died Saturday.
LaVon M. Wick, 72, of 
Kenosha, died Satur-

day.
Lucia Chiappetta 
Widmanich, 90, of Ke-
nosha, died Saturday.
For a complete list of 
obituaries see Page A4.
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After a few months of 
sluggish home sales, local 
realtors are starting to feel 
as if the year will not be 
as bad as they previously 
feared.

May sales in Kenosha 
County rose to 18.9 percent, 
with 290 homes being sold 
in comparison to 244 that 
were sold in May a year 
ago, according to statistics 
released by the Wisconsin 
Realtors Association.

In Racine County, sales 
for last month rose 8.91 
percent, with sales profes-
sionals selling 313 houses 
compared with the 287 they 
sold for the same month a 
year ago.

Year-to-date sales rose 
slightly to 2.2 percent, with 
realtors selling 901 homes 
compared with 882 sold for 
the same period a year ago, 
according to the WRA.

The slight boost of year-
to-date sales have some 
Kenosha County real estate 
professionals optimistic 
that it may be a sign that 
sales might keep pace with 
those of last year, and con-

tinue the upward trend of 
the past three years.

“Due to the low unem-
ployment and even low 
interest rates, we are seeing 
a lot more buyers coming 
on the scene to purchase, 
and since it’s still a seller’s 
market, sellers are still 
making a killing on getting 
top dollars for their homes,” 
explained Mini Samuels, 
a broker with Mini Enter-
prise.

In contrast, year-to-date 
sales in Racine County 
dropped 2.1 percent, with 
real estate professionals 
selling only 1,030 houses 
compared with 1,052 they 
sold for the first five months 
of last year.

Statewide, May sales 
increased slightly by 3.2 
percent, with the industry 
selling 8,589 houses. Year-
to-date sales declined by 4.3 
percent, with the industry 
only selling 28,267 houses 
this year.

Samuel noted that there 
has been a rise in condo 
sales this year that may be 
due partly to people electing 
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Zip line challenge
Max Lowry, 5, watches as his stuffed animal zip lines towards a stack of sewing thread spools. 
Children constructed zip lines for use with stuffed animals Friday during a science session at the 
Southwest Library. See the story and another photo on Page A5.
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MADISON — A $35.88 
million renovation of 
Wyllie Hall, one of the 
biggest construction 
capital projects in years 
on the University of Wis-
consin-Parkside campus, 
received final approval 
Monday.

The State Building 
Commission authorized 
Phase 1 renovations of 
the 1970s-era hall that 
establishes a new Learn 
Commons that brings 
together student advising, 
financial aid, tutoring and 
other support services 
with an aim to increase 
graduation rates 50 per-
cent by 2025.

In the 2016-17 academic 
year, 801 undergraduate 
and graduate degrees 
were awarded to Parkside 
students. The university’s 
2025 Strategic Framework 
would seek to increase 
that by another 400 
students, according John 
Mielke, the university’s 
director of communica-
tions.

Parkside students face 
a number of challenges to 
their academic success. 
A higher percentage 
graduated in the bottom 
half of their high school 
classes than other UW 
students. More than half 
of Parkside students are 
the first in their families 
to attend college, and half 
work 16 hours a week or 
more off campus, while 
36 percent are eligible to 
receive Pell Grants, which 
are awarded to low-in-

come individuals.
A substantial number 

of students are consid-
ered to be at high risk 
for failure, which makes 
academic support very 
important, said Scott 
Menke, Parkside’s vice 
chancellor for finance and 
administration.

“The programs are in 
place to help students 
succeed, and now the need 
is to improve the facili-
ties. ... It’s something that 
needs to be done,” Menke 
said.

The tax-dollar-funded 
project renovates 198,600 
square feet of Wyllie Hall, 
built in 1972, and repairs 
structural problems and 
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In this file photo, Wyllie 
Hall bustles with move-
ment at UW-Parkside 
on a Monday morning. 
Some $35 million in up-
grades are coming for 
the facility.
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New sculptures will be coming 
to Kenosha’s lakefront in the fall as 
the Sculpture Walk undergoes its 
biennial makeover.

On Sept. 11-12, the current pieces 
will be replaced and new pieces 
will move in, remaining through 
September 2021.

The project is the work of the 
Arts Fund, a component fund of the 
Kenosha Community Foundation.

This will be the fifth biennial 
installment of the Sculpture Walk. 
The first exhibit was 2011-13.

Most of the sculptures are located 
along the promenade on the south 
side of HarborPark. Additional loca-
tions are near the Pierhead Light-
house at the Kenosha Water Utility, 
100 51stPlace, and Civic Center 
Park, 5600 Sheridan Road.

The exhibition is made by 
possible by sponsors. Some of the 
sponsors are individuals, while the 
project has also had corporate spon-
sors such as Snap-on Inc., which 
was one of the first to support the 
Sculpture Walk in 2011.

“Snap-on is proud to support the 
communities where our employees 
live, work and raise their families 
and to again sponsor the biennial 
Sculpture Walk,” said Terri Wruck, 
manager of Snap-on Charitable Con-
tributions. “The works of art bring 
excitement to the already stunning 
lakefront.

“It’s wonderful that Kenosha res-
idents and visitors can enjoy public 
art in this beautiful setting. It adds 
to the vibrancy of our community.”

One more sponsor sought
There remains one more oppor-

tunity to sponsor a sculpture for 
the 2019-21 exhibit, said Natalie 
Strohm, Sculpture Walk project 
manager. The remaining spon-
sorship is $4,000, of which $2,000 
goes to the artist for the two-year 
exhibit.

Businesses, organizations and in-
dividuals are encouraged to consider 
sponsoring the final sculpture for 

the exhibit. The sponsors can select 
the piece of art from those submitted 
from a nationwide call for art.

“This is a wonderful opportu-
nity to support public art and to 
be a part of a very popular tourist 
attraction in our community,” 
Strohm said.

For more information about 
sponsoring a sculpture, email 
sculpturewalkHP@quorumarchi-
tects.com or artsfund@kenosha-
foundation.org.
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“Night in Tunisia,” by Ron Gard, is one of the sculptures featured cur-
rently on Sculpture Walk.
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