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The Kenosha News
is grateful for its 

subscribers, including 
Carol Mampe 

of Pleasant Prairie.
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Rain, a thunderstorm this morning

DEATHS

Robert Vernon Fornero, 87, of 
Cedarburg, died Sunday.

For a complete listing of obituaries 
see Page A4.
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Whittier kindergarten students go to college for the day — A5
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BY JEFFREY ZAMPANTI

jzampanti@kenoshanews.com

Authorities continued their 
search on Tuesday for a fourth 
victim believed to be killed 
during Friday’s chemical plant 
explosion in Waukegan, Ill.

The search is being directed 
by Lake County Coroner Dr. 
Howard Cooper with assistance 
from the Waukegan Fire Depart-
ment Technical Rescue Team.

A canine unit arrived at the 
scene on Monday and continued 
to scour through piles of rubble 
and twisted metal on Tuesday, 
according to the Waukegan Fire 
Department.

Jeff Cummings, 56, of Ke-
nosha; Allen Stevens, 29, of 
Paddock Lake; and Byron Biehn, 
53, of Brighton, were among the 
victims working and inside the 

facility when 
the incident oc-
curred around 
9:30 p.m. Friday 
at AB Specialty 
Silicones, 3790 
Sunset Ave.

All three 
have been 
confi rmed dead 
by the Lake 
County Coro-
ner’s Offi ce.

A fourth victim, believed to be 
a lab technician, remains miss-
ing as authorities entered the 
fi fth day of the recovery mission.

“There is still one person 
unaccounted for,” Waukegan 
Fire Department Battalion Chief 
Douglas Camarato said. “We’ll 
continue searching until we’re 
confi dent we’ve searched every-

thing.”
Cummings and Biehn were 

supervisors at AB Speciality Sil-
icones. Their bodies were found 
at the plant over the weekend.

Stevens was taken to Loyola 
University Medial Center in 
Maywood, according to the Cook 
County Medical Examiner’s 
Offi ce. He was pronounced dead 
at 11:50 a.m. Saturday.

GoFundMe pages have been 
created for Cummings and 
Stevens.

Cummings was an avid 
bowler and a member of the 
Wednesday night Pinbusters 
League at Sheridan Lanes.

A benefi t for the Cummings 
family will take place on June 15 
at Sheridan Lanes, according to 
Sheridan Lanes manager Jason 
Griffi n. The event will include a 
silent auction and raffl e prizes. 
Anyone interested in donating 
should contact Sheridan Lanes 
at 262-654-0411.

“All of the money will go to 
the family,” Griffi n said. “We’re 
just trying to get the whole 
family together and maybe give 
them four or fi ve hours of relief 
so they can smile again. Hope-
fully, this will relieve the pain a 

little, as much as you can.”
Biehn’s family released a 

statement Tuesday through the 
Chicago law fi rm of Taxman, 
Pollock, Murray & Bekkerman:

“We are heartbroken by this 
tragedy. Byron was a beloved 
husband, father, son (in-law), 
bother (in-law), godfather, uncle 
and friend to many.

“We are so very grateful 
for the outpouring of prayers 
and support for Byron and our 
family.

“We ask that you keep the vic-
tims, their families and the fi rst 
responders in your prayers.

“We kindly ask that our 
privacy be respected during this 
diffi cult time.”

The statement said that Biehn 
was a longtime employee of the 
company.

Probe continues in plant explosion
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What’s in the water?
Carthage College student Ben Rohlman, left, laughs with St. Joseph Catholic Academy fourth-graders 
Andrew DeVito, from left, Joey Santelli and Scarlett Harrington as they stir up the Pike River bottom for 
water samples with Scott Hegrenes, Carthage biology professor, and student Grant Mahant, right. See the 
story and more photos on Page A3.

BY DENEEN SMITH

dsmith@kenoshanews.com

Antonio Pingitore was walking his 
beat in Kenosha after midnight when he 
saw a light fl ashing on the police box on 
the corner of Sheridan Road and what is 
now 60th Street.

It was March 30, 1919, and Pingitore, 
an Italian immigrant who joined the 
force fi ve years earlier, had been called 
in to work to cover for another offi cer 
who was sick.

In those pre-police radio days, offi cers 
were alerted to calls by fl ashing lights 
on police boxes installed on poles 
around the city. Pingitore used the 
phone in the box to call the station.

On the other end of the line, accord-
ing to Kenosha News stories of the time, 
a police captain was giving the alert of 
a dramatic robbery. Three masked men 
had broken into an offi ce at the Amer-
ican Brass Co. and used dynamite to 
blow open the company safe.

The men took $50,000 in cash and 

$33,000 in Liberty Bonds and fl ed.
But there was a poor connection on 

the line to the police box, and Pingitore 
could not understand what the captain 
was saying. He decided to walk to a gas 
station on Sheridan two blocks north of 
the police box.

Unknown to 34-year-old Pingitore, the 
three men who robbed American Brass 
had hailed a cab and, when it stopped to 
pick them up, had pulled a gun on the 
driver and ordered him to take them to 
Chicago.

But the cabbie told the men he did not 
have enough gas to make the trip. The 
robbers ordered him to go to the closest 
gas station — the same station where 
Pingitore had just gone to use the phone.

“As Tony looked up from the phone, 
he saw taxi driver Gunnard Hansen 
walking through the door to the garage 
offi ce,” Kenosha News reporter Don 
Jensen wrote in a 1981 series of stories 
about the city’s “Crime of the Century.” 

Memorial marks 100th anniversary of  fi rst offi cer killed on duty

A memorial collage in memory of 
Kenosha Police offi cer Antonio Pin-

gitore is shown at right.
SUBMITTED PHOTO

If you go

What: Kenosha Law Enforcement Me-
morial Ceremony

When: Noon today

Where: Kenosha Public Safety Mon-
ument, north of the Kenosha Public 
Museum, 5500 First Ave.

Why: To honor law enforcement person-
nel who died in the line of duty.

Also: There will be a special ceremony 
to mark the 100th anniversary of the 
death of Kenosha Police offi cer Antonio 
Pingitore.

BY JILL TATGE-ROZELL

jrozell@kenoshanews.com

Investing in roads and 
law enforcement person-
nel is the key to keeping 
Kenosha 
County 
strong, 
Kenosha 
County 
Executive 
Jim Kreu-
ser said 
at a news 
conference 
Monday 
prior to delivering his 
State of the County ad-
dress to the County Board.

“Quality highways 
and solid public safety 
are at the heart of county 
government,” Krueser 
said. “Good infrastructure 
leads to economic devel-
opment, which leads to 
jobs.”

Kreuser noted that 72 
percent of the county’s 
2019 capital improvement 
bonding went to the high-
way and sheriff depart-
ments.

“We need to support 
our deputies with good 
equipment and vehi-
cles — and we have. But 
it doesn’t end there,” 
Kreuser said. “We need to 
keep up with salary and 
benefi ts to be competitive 
as our county grows and 
becomes even busier.”

He said the county will 
need to “do a catch-up 
and address what we pay” 
deputies in the 2020 bud-
get in order to improve 
retention.

“One could argue that 
law enforcement is infra-
structure also,” Kreuser 

See COUNTY, Page A5

See MEMORIAL, Page A5
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in roads, police
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 4k to 5th grade

9191 80th Street Pleasant Prairie, WI 
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