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 Local government officials 
assessed damages on Monday — 
as lakefront homeowners picked 
up the pieces — in the aftermath 
of Saturday’s powerful winter 
storm.

A combination of near-re-
cord-high Lake Michigan water 
levels and 55 mph wind gusts 
proved to be a recipe for disaster 
as massive waves attacked the 
area’s eroding shoreline, flooded 
residential streets, tore up city 
walkways and ran roughshod 
through a Pleasant Prairie home.

“It’s not like we haven’t had 
big storms like this in the past,” 
Mayor John Antaramian said. 
“The difference is our lake levels. 
They’re higher than ever before.”

Lake Michigan is 3 feet above 
average and is expected to keep 
rising, according to the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers. Water 
levels are 16 inches higher than a 
year ago due to a mild December, 
which increased runoff and cre-

ated less evaporation.
Experts believe water levels are 

only halfway to the peak of their 
cyclical pattern.

“People now understand why 
we’ve been pushing so hard to 
get revetment walls repaired,” 
Antaramian said. “You have to 
look at the total ecosystem of all 
of the Great Lakes.

“You can call it whatever you 
want, but there has definitely 
been a weather pattern change 
in this region. It’s happened, and 
it’s definitely creating a problem 
in the Great Lakes.

“It’s not that you won’t see 
the up-and-down (levels); it just 
means you’re going to see higher 
highs and lower lows.”

Lakefront damage 
Saturday’s storm caused more 

damage to a failing retaining wall 
at Southport Park, flooding at 
Simmons Island and uprooted 
dozens of bricks along the Har-
borPark promenade.

A Carol Beach home at 8615 
Lakeshore Drive was deemed 
unlivable on Saturday by Pleas-
ant Prairie officials. We Energies 
disabled gas and electricity at 
the property, where erosion had 
eaten away the ground under the 

home and winds lashed the dam-
aged structure.

Pleasant Prairie’s Building In-
spection Department was look-
ing into several other homes with 
erosion concerns, according to 
Pleasant Prairie communication 
manager Steven Linn.

A Somers property, previ-
ously located at 609 17th St., 
gained national attention as it 
dangled off the side of a Lake 
Michigan bluff just north of 
Carthage College late last year. 
The three-bedroom home was 
recently razed, succumbing to 
its nearly two-year battle with 
erosion.

Help for homeowners 
The Wisconsin Department 

of Natural Resources released a 
Great Lakes Emergency Erosion 
Control Self-Certification form 
for state residents living on Lake 
Michigan, Lake Superior and 
Green Bay.

Homeowners who meet a se-
ries of professional standards 
are allowed to submit a one-page 
document with the understand-
ing they will eventually apply for 
a proper work permit.

While the self-certification 
form lets property owners begin 

repairs immediately, it offers no 
financial relief in doing so. Lake-
front revetment and seawall con-
struction can be expensive, with 
costs typically starting well into 
six figures.

‘We can’t afford  

not to fix it’ 

Local municipalities have also 
been on their own without state 
or federal funding.

A nearly $8 million lakefront 
infrastructure project in Ken-
nedy Park is nearing completion. 
A similar $5 million project will 
soon begin at Southport Park.

“We caught Kennedy Park just 
in time,” Antaramian said. “If this 
storm had happened and we had 
not been rebuilding it, the road 
would’ve been gone, the sewer 
lines would’ve been exposed and 
the old dump would’ve been in 
the lake. That would’ve been a 
horrible disaster. We caught that 
in the nick of time.

“This is a perfect example of 
the federal and state government 
basically walking away. We had 
to make a decision. We’re going 
to spend the money to fix this 
because we can’t afford not to 
fix it.”

Lakefront destruction
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A house, the lower structure shown in this photo, at 8615 Lakeshore Drive in Pleasant Prairie was damaged by Lake Michigan wave action during 
the weekend storm.
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 MOUNT PLEASANT — While 
many eyes are on how much 
taxpayer money the Foxconn 
Technology Group could receive 
through incentives, some con-
sulting firms have already received 
thousands — and in one case, 
millions — of dollars working on 
the project for the state, Racine 
County and Mount Pleasant.

In total, among the Wisconsin 
Economic Development Corp., 
Racine County and the village of 
Mount Pleasant, consultants and 
other firms have been paid more 
than $5.3 million from 2017 to Oc-
tober 2019.

Mount Pleasant has paid out 
the most, more than $3.6 million 
during that time period. Much of 
that money is related to work done 

to secure the land and infrastruc-
ture needed for the project.

For Mount Pleasant, the main 
person to make sure the project 
goes smoothly is Claude Lois.

Lois’ office 
sits in an area in 
Mount Pleasant 
Village Hall that 
requires a keycard 
to gain access. 
He’s had that of-
fice for three years 
and will likely have 
it for a few more.

But Lois is not an employee 
of the village; he’s a contracted 
consultant with Kapur and As-
sociates, working as the village’s 
project director on the Foxconn 
development for the village.

Lois, a former Burlington 
mayor, is just one of several con-
sultants who have had their fin-
gerprints on the Foxconn project 
since its beginning in 2017.

The consultants have been used 
for matters ranging from communi-
cations to finance and legal advice.

As the Wisconn Valley Science 
and Technology project contin-
ues, the consulting firms will keep 
working with and billing the state, 
county and village — along with 
any other government body they 
work with.

According to documents ob-
tained through open-records 
requests, in 2017 Kapur and As-
sociates received $86,700 from 
Mount Pleasant. In 2018, it received 
$240,000; in 2019, through Octo-
ber, the firm had received $208,000.

That is a total of $534,700 from 
Mount Pleasant, and the total is 
growing.

How much was spent? 
The Journal Times asked Mount 

Pleasant, Racine County and the 
WEDC officials how many tax 
dollars were spent on consultants 
for the Foxconn project as of Oc-
tober. Here are the responses:

Mount Pleasant 
 � Besides Kapur and Associ-

ates, Mount Pleasant has paid 

the law firm of von Briesen and 
Roper S.C. $2.26 million in to-
tal since 2017. Alan Marcuvitz, 
attorney with von Briesen, has 
been working with the village on 
land acquisition for the village and 
other legal matters with Foxconn.

 � Mueller Communications 
LLC, communication consultant 

for the village on Foxconn, has re-
ceived more than $684,000 since 
2017.

 � Ehlers Inc., financial adviser 
to the village on Foxconn, has re-
ceived more than $114,000 from 
the village since 2017.

Millions paid to advisers on Foxconn project

SUBMITTED PHOTO  

This photo shows Foxconn’s liquid crystal display fabrication plant, the 
main manufacturing facility at the Wisconn Valley Science and Technology 
Park in Mount Pleasant.
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 The best way for parents to 
help protect their kids from on-
line sexual predators is to talk to 
their children.

But that’s not always an easy 
thing to do, according to rep-
resentatives of Selah Freedom, 
a national organization with a 
mission to prevent sex traffick-
ing.

On Sunday, Kara Thompson, 
Selah Freedom’s Midwest pre-
vention coordinator, and Taijun 
Waters, organization advocate, 
spoke on how sexual predators 
and the sex-trafficking industry 
use social media to lure children.

The presentation, “Sex, Lies 
and Media,” held at First United 
Methodist Church, 919 60th 
St., was intended to help par-
ents learn about online tactics 
used by sexual predators while 
showing them practical ways to 
discuss issues with their children 
and offering tips on how to pro-
tect children online and on social 
media.

The presentation covered 
more than a dozen apps, includ-
ing Snapchat and Instagram, 
which have been employed by 
sexual predators and the porn in-
dustry to entice youth, who may 
not want their parents to know 
what they’re posting.

“Snapchat is the No. 1 (app), 
because (anything posted) goes 
away in 24 hours,” Thompson 
said. It also has “my eyes only” 
capability to secretly store and 
password-protect photos.

Even video games such as 
Fortnite and the more educa-
tional Minecraft, which can be 
used along with a chat app called 
Discord, have been associated 
with recruitment tools.

‘rampant’ sexual abuse 
While children may be famil-

iar with the advice parents and 
adults have given them to avoid 
strangers, “it’s more than the 

Keeping 
kids safe 
online
Communication  

is key for parents, 

experts say

Money spent for legal, 

communication, 

financial expertise
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