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of Pleasant Prairie.
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Showers, a t-storm

DEATHS
Nina Margaret Kaiser, 
52, of Raymond, formerly 
of Mount Pleasant, died 
Monday.
Billy E. Lightsey, 71, of 
Kenosha, died Sunday.

Judy Lucy Blaylock, 58, of 
Paddock Lake, died Saturday.

Marion Scruggs, 89, of 
Kenosha, died Saturday.
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BY JEFFREY ZAMPANTI

jzampanti@kenoshanews.com

The days of tossing 
sugar cubes are nearing an 
end for Bartley O’Mara Jr.

Bartley House, a Ke-
nosha landmark for the 
past 60 years, is set to close 
its doors on Sept. 20.

The family-owned 
operation was one of the 
few remaining supper 
clubs around and one of 
the most popular, long-
standing restaurants in 
Kenosha history.

In 1959, the late Bartley 
O’Mara Sr. opened the 
restaurant at its present, 
no-frills location at 1212 
58th St.

Bartley House was 
well-known for its prime 
rib, charcoal steaks, 
charcoal-broiled shrimp, 
seasoned cottage cheese 
and celery-seed dressing. 
Those who frequented the 
bar often sipped an Old 
Fashioned, more than 
likely concocted with one 
of O’Mara Jr’s. signature, 
fl ying sugar cubes.

Co-owners O’Mara 
and his sister, Maureen 
Swartz, recently an-
nounced they are retiring 
and closing, not selling, 
the business.

“I could cry right now 

just thinking about it, 
but it’s happy tears,” 
said Swartz, the daughter 
of Bartley O’Mara Sr. 
“People have been coming 
and just hugging us with 
happiness. They’re happy 
for us but sad for them. 
They’re our second family. 
They’ve made our hearts 
feel so warm.”

The restaurant’s 

success stemmed from its 
longtime family employees 
and generational customer 
base, according to O’Mara.

O’Mara’s wife Missy 
O’Mara served as a cook 
for more than 30 years. 
Other family members 
tended bar while grand-
children took turns busing 
tables and washing dishes.

“We’ve had some 

wonderful people working 
here through the years,” 
O’Mara said. “We’ve been 
very lucky. The ones we 
do have stay forever. It 
wasn’t a revolving door.”

As expected, the phone 
hasn’t stop ringing for res-
ervations since the family 
informed its customers of 

Bartley House to close its doors
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Mara Burke, left, with Piper, 4, Maureen Swartz with Sloane, 2, Missy and Bar-
tley O’Mara Jr., and A.J. Swartz, right, stand with a portrait of Bartley O’Mara 
Sr., inside the Bartley House. The longtime Kenosha institution is closing its 
doors next week.

Facebook comments

When word spread of the closing of Bartley House, 
many took to the supper club’s Facebook page to ex-
press their love for the longtime Kenosha institution.

Jodie Brad Karmann: I can’t stop crying! We have 
celebrated our engagement, 21 wedding anniversa-
ry’s since then, countless birthdays, many nights 
out with friends, and the night before both of our 
children’s births there. This establishment and the 
O’Mara family have been a part of so many of our 
family’s milestones. We are going to miss celebrat-
ing life with you all! Best wishes on a well deserved 
retirement.

Chris Wade: Enjoy your retirement. Thank you for a 
lifetime if great food and memories.

Cindy Gehrke: Forty-seven years ago my husband 
proposed to me at the Bartley House. We were 
seated right by the grill near the front. Thank you 
for the great memories. now Enjoy your retirement.

Nancy DeLuca: This is sad. Our family has cele-
brated many anniversaries, birthdays, graduations, 
new years, at this place. Frank and I have been 
going there about 40 years. Always good service 
and food. In all those years I always ordered the 
same entree because I loved it so much (char-
broiled shrimp). I’m just glad Frank DeLuca and I 
celebrated our 37th there on Wednesday. Happy 
retirement, Bart and Maureen. We will miss going 
there
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Kenosha’s lakefront land-
scape will transform this week 
with the removal of many of 
the current outdoor sculp-
tures and the installation of 
new sculptures for the fi fth 
biennial Sculpture Walk-Har-
borPark.

Most of the sculptures are 
located along the promenade 
between the harbor chan-
nel and HarborPark. Addi-
tional locations are near the 
Pierhead Lighthouse at the 
Kenosha Water Utility, 100 
51st Place, and Civic Center 
Park, 5600 Sheridan Road.

“Many people enjoy coming 
out to watch the removal of 
the current sculptures and the 
placement of the new sculp-
tures,” said Natalie Strohm, 
Sculpture Walk project man-
ager. “It’s exciting to see the 
reaction of the visitors.”

Strohm thanked the city 
of Kenosha Public Works 
Department for its assistance 
in removing and installing the 
new sculptures.

The new sculptures will 
remain in place until Septem-
ber 2021.

“The Sculpture Walk-Har-

borPark enhances the Ke-
nosha lakefront and down-
town area with temporary 
public art while supporting 
local and national artists,” 
Strohm said.

The exhibition is made by 
possible by the support of 
sponsors. Among the return-
ing sponsors are Snap-on Inc., 
Abatron Inc., Uline, Kenosha 
Area Convention and Visitors 
Bureau, the Kloss Founda-
tion, the city of Kenosha, Dr. 
Clifford and Gladys Peterson, 
Mary Tunkieicz and Patri-
cia Petretti, a founder of the 
Sculpture Walk-Harbor Park 
initiative.

The Arts Fund is a com-
ponent fund of the Kenosha 
Community Foundation. The 
Sculpture Walk is the major 
fundraising effort of the Arts 
Fund, which provides grants 
to local art initiatives.

Sculpture Walk changes today

“Connected,” by Maureen 
Gray, is one of the outgoing 
pieces of the Sculpture Walk.
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“Night in Tunisia,” by Ron Gard, is one of the sculptures featured 
currently on Sculpture Walk. The sculptures will be changed today 
and Thursday.

For more information about 
sponsoring a sculpture, 
email sculpturewalkHP@
quorumarchitects.com or 
artsfund@kenoshafounda-
tion.org.

See COMMENTS, Page A6

See BARTLEY, Page A6

BY JAMES LAWSON

jlawson@kenoshanews.com

The Wisconsin Economic Devel-
opment Association has selected 
downtown Kenosha’s newest gem, 
the Stella Hotel and Ballroom, as a 
fi nalist for its Real Estate Redevelop-
ment and Reuse award.

The award, part of the Commu-
nity and Economic Development 
awards program, is to be presented 
today at the Edgewater Hotel in 
Madison.

The Stella, 5706 Eighth Ave., is 
one of three nominees for the award.

Brian Doudna, a spokesman for 
WEDA, said The Stella is one of 
three fi nalists in this category and is 
one of 17 fi nalists that were selected 
overall. There are six categories.

The Stella, which opened earlier 
this year, was selected on the basis 
of its innovative redevelopment 
real estate project that has had a 
positive impact on the community’s 
economy, including job growth and 
increased tax base.

Local offi cials have said The 
Stella, a boutique-style hotel, is one 
of the prized facilities in the redevel-
opment of Kenosha’s downtown. It is 
now one of two downtown hotels in 
the city.

Since it opened earlier this year, 
The Stella has been host to annual 
meetings of the Kenosha Area Busi-
ness Alliance and the Kenosha Area 
Chamber of Commerce.

General manager Tim Sokley said 
there also have been 12 weddings 

and numerous business meetings 
and events.

The fi rst guests registered in the 
80-room hotel on April 1. It has 7,000 
square feet of meeting space.

There is a second-fl oor ballroom, 
the signature 1844 Table & Mash 
main restaurant and the Crow’s 
Nest, a seasonal rooftop bar.

The Stella is the redevelopment 
and expansion of the historic Heritage 
House, also known as the Elks Club.

It was redeveloped by the Gorman 
Co. Once considered for demolition, 
the empty shell that sat for many 
years was restored and has become a 
downtown show place.

The $26 million hotel project 
created 388 construction jobs and 76 
permanent jobs.

Stella Hotel and Ballroom selected as economic development fi nalist
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The Stella Hotel and Ballroom is one of three fi nalists 
statewide in the running for the Real Estate Redevel-
opment and Reuse award.
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