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Woman will donate 

kidney to childhood 

playmate B1

Festival marks decadelong mission of preventing suicides — A3
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Send us your favorite

back-to-school photos to:

spotlight@kenoshanews.com 

BY DAN TRUTTSCHEL

dtruttschel
@kenoshanews.com

Don’t be surprised if In-
dian Trail baseball coach 
Mike Schmidt has a few 
new pieces of apparel in 
his wardrobe very soon.

He has good reason.
Schmidt can now call 

himself a bonafi de Los 

Angeles Dodgers fan after 
news broke Sunday night 
that his former star, Gavin 
Lux, had been promoted 
from Triple-A Oklahoma 
City to the major leagues.

Lux, who has been on 
an incredible rise through 
the Dodgers’ system, was 
set to start at second base 
Monday night when Los 

Angeles hosted Colorado. 
Baseball rosters expanded 
Sunday, and Lux was 

expected to 
fi ll the void 
at second 
base created 
by an injury 
to Dodgers 
starter Max 
Muncy.

Contacted 
by cellphone 
Monday 

morning, Schmidt obvi-
ously couldn’t have been 
more excited by the news.

“We’re very proud,” 
Schmidt said. “It’s incred-
ible to think how far he’s 

come in really a short 
period of time in respect to 
how baseball traditionally 
works and how you move 
through the system.

“To come through high 
school (and go straight to 
professional baseball) and 
to accomplish what he has 
is incredible. Honestly, 
from my perspective, I 
don’t think it’s set in. I 
don’t think it really will 
until after the season. It’s 

surreal.”
Lux, just 21 years old, 

who was drafted in the 
fi rst round by the Dodgers 
in 2016, reached out to 
Schmidt on Sunday night 
via text message.

The message from 
former player to former 
coach was one of thanks.

“In typical Gavin 
fashion, (the text) thanked 
me,” Schmidt said. “He’s 
the most humble kid. He 
just wanted to let me know 
that he got called up to 
the show and wanted to 
thank me for all I’ve done 
throughout the years and 
how I played a role in 

shaping who he is today.
“The way I view it is 

I’m just one little small 
speck of all the people who 
touched him. Ultimately, 
he’s the one who has done 
it. He deserves the credit. 
He’s worked so hard for 
this. It’s a great day.”

With the new school 
year starting today, 
fi nding a quick fl ight to 
Los Angeles to be in the 
stands wasn’t in the cards 
— although Schmidt said 
he thought about it — so 
he was hoping for the next 
best thing and a seat in 

Lux makes his big league debut

Gavin

Lux

Former Indian Trail 

star promoted in L.A.

See LUX, Page A5

Los Angeles Dodgers 

manager says Gavin Lux 
has earned this opportu-
nity. Page C1

Gaetano “Guy” Marotti, 85, 
of Kenosha, died on Aug. 
26.

For a complete listing of 
obituaries, see Page A4.
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Somers residents will get the 
chance to offer their opinion on 
the Pritzker Military Museum 
& Library development being 
proposed on 280 acres off of 
Highway E at Interstate 94 at a 
public hearing this month.

The project requires a com-
prehensive land use plan amend-
ment, partial rezoning and a 
conditional use permit to allow 
for the operation of an outdoor 
clay target and muzzleloader 
shooting range and an indoor 
fi rearms training center.

Public hearings on each of 
these permit applications is set 
for 5:30 p.m. Monday, Sept. 16, at 
the Village Hall, 7511 12th St. in 
Somers.

“We have been working on 
this for two years,” Village Pres-
ident George Stoner said. “It is 
not something that was rushed 

through.”
The main entrance to the mu-

seum would be off of Highway 
E. Stoner said only part of the 
property will be tax exempt. The 
project also includes hiking and 
biking trails that will be open 
to the public and a Cold War 
memorial.

“We’re establishing a Cold 
War memorial because it is 
an important part of history 
that doesn’t yet have a dedi-
cated memorial,” said Dr. Rob 
Havers, president and CEO of 
Pritzker Military Museum & 
Library. “The public can learn 

more about this time in history 
and honor the servicemen and 
women who helped to protect 
our country between 1947 and 
1991.”

The development is being 
eyed to expand the mission of 
the museum that opened in 
Chicago in 2003, not replace the 
existing museum on Michigan 
Avenue in Chicago.

“The purpose, in part, is to de-
velop a state-of-the-art solution 
for the PMML that will keep up 
with its growing collection of 
materials and complement its 
primary facility,” the land use 

permit application reads. “In 
addition, the PMML will bring 
publicly available exhibits to the 
Somers facility that focus on the 
role of the citizen soldier in the 
preservation of democracy.”

The proposed development 
will have six primary compo-
nents:

 ■ A main museum and gal-
lery to house the displays and 
exhibits open to the public, with 
four archival wings with space 
for the restoration, preservation 
and storage of the museum’s 

Pritzker Military Museum & Library would have six components
Somers considering 

proposed development

at I-94, Highway E

See PRITZKER, Page A5

BY TERRY FLORES

tfl ores@kenoshanews.com

A retired postal worker 
and union member and a 
young leader of educators 
were recognized Monday 
as the “face of the labor 
movement” at an annual 
festival that celebrates 
workers.

This year’s Laborfest 
honored Paula Gallo, a 
longtime member of the 
American Postal Workers 
Union and local AFL-CIO 
treasurer and Kenosha 
Education Association 
executive director Ken-
dra Koeppen-Mulwana, 
co-winners of the Kenosha 
County AFL-CIO Central 
Labor Council Labor 
Person of the Year Award 
at a special noontime 
ceremony.

“Both of these women 
are the face of the labor 
movement, and we are 
very happy to be able to 
honor them today,” said 
Rick Gallo, president of 
the Kenosha County AFL-
CIO Central Labor Coun-
cil, to the hundreds who 
gathered for the Monday 
holiday at St. Therese of 
Lisieux Catholic Church 
for the annual festival. “I 
think both of them exem-
plify what the labor move-
ment is all about, and they 
also show the contribution 
of women to today’s labor 
movement.”

U.S. Sen. Tammy Bald-

win, D-Wisconsin, spoke to 
the women’s dedication to 
their respective profes-
sions and the people whose 
lives they’ve affected.

“Throughout her career 
and well into her retire-
ment she continues to ded-
icate herself to the labor 
movement,” said Baldwin 
of Gallo’s four decades in 
organized labor. “Her life-
long commitment to the 
rights of workers and their 
families is an inspiration, 
I think, to all of us.”

She called Koeppen-Mul-
wana “a rising star” in her 
six years of service to the 
teacher’s union, currently 
as its executive director.

“Her dedication and 
passion for work in her 
community has moved 
this important union 
forward and has improved 
the lives of so many Ke-
nosha teachers and educa-
tional support personnel,” 
Baldwin said.

‘Tough work’

is never done
Baldwin said that she 

was also reminded that the 
job that laborers perform 
is “tough work” and is 
never done.

“When we get knocked 
down, we get back up,” 
she said. “We always need 
to remember that the 
fi ght for working families 
is never over. It’s never 

done. It goes on because 
we simply cannot accept, 
we won’t accept, that prog-
ress is beyond our reach. 
There’s simply too much 
at stake for so many.”

She said she would con-
tinue working to “level the 
playing fi eld” for workers, 
reducing barriers when 
exercising their rights to 
organize and join unions.

“Right now, it can often 
feel like an uphill battle. 
We’ve seen setbacks here 
in Wisconsin. We’ve seen 
setbacks across the coun-
try,” she said.

She called for a contin-
ued push to increase the 
minimum wage to a “liv-
able wage,” end violence 

in the workplace — espe-
cially involving health 
care and social services 
workers — and protect 

the rights of all workers 
to “speak for themselves” 
and advocate higher 
wages, better benefi ts and 

a fair work environment.
“Especially, these 

Laborfest speakers 

tout resurgence in 

labor movement 
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U.S. Senator Tammy Baldwin speaks Monday at Laborfest.

Labor Person

of the Year

recipients
KEA executive director 
Kendra Koeppen-Mul-
wana, left, and Paula 
Gallo, a longtime member 
of the American Postal 
Workers Union and local 
AFL-CIO treasurer, right, 
were co-recipients of this 
year’s Kenosha AFL-CIO 
Labor Person of the Year.

See LABORFEST, Page A5
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