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Tri My Best

participants show 

off  their skills

Kenosha

Kingfi sh’s Stephens 
racks up Ks C1A3

Financial therapy: What is it and who needs it? — Page D1
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BY TERRY FLORES

tfl ores@kenoshanews.com

With light easterly 
winds and temperatures 
hovering in the high 70s 
and low 80s, thousands 
of visitors converged 
Sunday for a chance to 
board, tour and even sail 
inside a piece of living 
history on the fi nal day of 
the Tall Ships of America 
Tall Ships Challenge in 
Kenosha’s harbor.

Clear skies and per-
fect weather brought 
thousands of locals and 
tourists alike to the four-
day maritime event that 
began Thursday with 
the “Parade of Sail” for 
seven vessels. Lined up 
at the causeway were fi ve 
vessels, including — the 
U.S. Brig Niagara, Barque 
Picton Castle, and three 
schooners, the Bluenose 
II, S/V Denis Sullivan 
and Pride of Baltimore for 
visitors to explore at their 
own pace.

Sailing excursions were 
provided by two schooners 
— the Red Witch, whose 
home port is Kenosha, and 

the Appledore IV. The fes-
tival marked the fi rst time 
since 2004 the tall ships 
have returned to Kenosha. 
The ships were expected to 
depart by today.

“I don’t have hard 
numbers, but just by the 
visuals of it, yesterday was 
everything we could’ve 
hoped for if not more,” 
said Kris Kochman, city 
of Kenosha community 
relations liaison. “It was 
busy; it was popular, but it 
wasn’t overcrowded … and 
people were happy.”

More than 30,000 
visitors were expected 
throughout the weekend. 
While there they enjoyed 
tours of the vessels, live 
music on the grounds and 
dozens of food, clothing, 
craft and community ser-
vice vendors.

“Everyone likes to take 
selfi es by the captain’s 
wheel, of course,” she said. 
“That’s kind of the iconic 
shot. There’s just a lot to 
explore. The ships are all 
very different. I couldn’t 

BY DENEEN SMITH

dsmith@kenoshanews.com

The fi rst time Joseph 
Corcoran was going to 
suit up for a race he got 

some advice 
from the 
veterans.

“I was 
told not to 
choose the 
chorizo 
because 
it’s got the 
sombrero. It 
could just be 

a rumor or a conspiracy 
theory, but they think 
the sombrero slows you 
down.”

Corcoran suited up as 
the Italian.

“My fi rst race I did I 
tripped on the on-deck 
circle, which is only 
raised up about half an 
inch. But I didn’t see it 
through the small hole in 
the sausage. I started tum-
bling forward, stumbling 
forward, but eventually I 
caught myself and didn’t 
go all the way down,” Cor-
coran said. Which is good, 
because that would have 
been embarrassing. And 

he fi gures it would have 
been tough standing back 
up in that sausage suit.

Corcoran, 25, realized 
his longtime dream of be-
coming a criminal defense 
attorney when he was 
hired by the Kenosha Pub-
lic Defender’s Offi ce after 
graduating from Mar-
quette University Law 
School in 2018. On his way 
to becoming an attorney, 
Cocoran worked his way 
through law school with a 
college job that gave him 
a bit of a claim to fame — 
Corcoran was a “racing 
sausage.”

He said he wanted to 

become an attorney since 
shadowing a defense 
attorney during a high 
school career program. “I 
followed him at work and 
instantly fell in love with 
it,” he said. “There were 
some interesting cases 
that day. ... The advocacy 
and strategy part of it that 
I saw made me love it and 
want to do it.”

When his law school 
sideline as a racing sau-
sage came to light at the 
courthouse, avid Milwau-
kee Brewers fan Judge 
Bruce Schroeder had a lot 

Local attorney raced his way through law school

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Criminal defense attorney Joseph Corcoran is shown above as an Italian sausage along with other racing 
sausages at Miller Park in Milwaukee. Corcoran supported himself through college with the sausage gig.

BY JILL TATGE-ROZELL

jrozell@kenoshanews.com

BRISTOL — A centu-
ries-old oak tree enjoyed by 
generations at the Elfering 
farm in Bristol has a proud 
new purpose as a totem of 
the family’s values.

“The kids all played 
around it growing up,” Dale 
Elfering, 58, said of the tree, 
visible off of Highway CJ 
(Horton Road), about a mile 
east of Highway 45. “It died 
two years ago.”

At its last measure, 
Elfering said the tree had 
a circumference of 15 feet. 
Using a formula created by 
the International Society 
of Aboriculture, this mea-
surement, when combined 
with other factors, puts the 
tree’s age at between 250 
and 280 years old.

“It was the only oak tree 
I had in my yard and one 
of the biggest oak trees 
around. I just couldn’t re-
sist doing something with 
it,” Elfering said.

He hired Ken Clark, a 
chainsaw carver who has 
turned many trees in the 
area into works of art, to 
help him give the tree new 
life. The fi nished carving, 
which stands 15 feet tall, 
features a green John 
Deere tractor, a crucifi x 
set against a sunset, a bald 
eagle, an American fl ag 
and the words, “God Bless 
America.”

“They are all things that 
are important to me — 
faith, farming and patrio-
tism,” Elfering said. “An 
unbelievable amount of 
people have been stopping 
to take pictures. One guy 
even came to thank me for 
doing this.”

Elfering said it was 
important to him that the 
base of the tree still look 
like a tree, so the carving 
starts a few feet from the 
ground.

Clark, who completed 
the project last week, said 
it took about 140 hours.

Most of Clark’s works 
are located in northern 
Illinois and southeast Wis-
consin. Several are visible 
from local roadways. One 
on Highway 75, just south 
of Highway A, depicts a 
cougar leaping for a pheas-
ant. Another, visible off 
of Highway 11 just west of 
Highway N, features two 
13-foot bald eagles.

Photos of many of the 
carvings can be found in a 
gallery on Clark’s website, 
chainsawkencarvings.com.

Centuries old oak 

a totem to faith, 

farming, patriotism

The fi nished carving

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Ken Clark begins carving 
an old oak tree on the 
Elfering farm in Bristol.
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Gone with the wind
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Patrons make their way onto the Pride of Baltimore during the Tall Ships event on Saturday.

With weekend success, city hopes for 2022 return of  tall ships
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